
 

 

 
St Michael’s 

Newsletter 

17th July 2015 
Mon 20th July Leavers’ service at St Michael’s 

Church Playden  2.00pm 

Mon 20th July Last Athletics Club 

Mon 20th July No Gardening Club 

Wed 22nd July  Last day of term 

September 2015 Inset days 2nd,3rd and 4th   

Monday 7th 

September 

First day back to school 

 

Dolphin class learning section  

“Shakespeare Rocks!” 

On Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th July, Dolphin class 

performed “Shakespeare Rocks” in the Barn Theatre at 

Smallhythe Place. 
It was a very successful show – many of you saw it and 

will confirm that! All the cast and supporting adults 
worked very hard, both in rehearsals and on the nights.  

We would like to thank Sue for allowing us to use the 
theatre. The surroundings, with the beautiful views, and 

the atmosphere definitely enhanced our performances. 

As this is Y6’s last full week at St Michael’s, we have 
been writing down our memories and writing prayers for 

the Leavers’ Service on Monday. 

 

 

 

 

Meerkat class learning section 
This year Meerkat class have enjoyed reading our books, 
Mr Stink, Mouse Snake Bird Wolf, Krindlekrax and Storm.  

We also studied Anthony Brown books. We have been 
learning to use punctuation correctly. We use our 

spelling key rings to help us to spell. In Maths we 
have been learning rounding, using columns, all 

4 operations in word problems and 

investigations. We have been learning our times 

tables. In our topic work we have learned about 

Vikings, Romans and very much enjoyed learning 

about chocolate! 
We loved swimming! 

By all the Meerkats 

 

 
Penguin Class learning section 

In English we have been reading and writing 
poems about Weather, Seaside Locations and 
Animals. In Maths we have developed our 
knowledge of the properties of 3D shapes by 
building shapes and making shape patterns. In our 
next week of Phonics, some children will be learning 
alternative pronunciations of a, y, and ch. They will 
read the tricky words many, laughed, because, 
different, any, eyes, friends, once and please. Most 
of us will be revising alternative spellings of ar. We 
will spell the tricky words many and laughed. Some 
of us will practise and develop different strategies 
for finding and learning the difficult bits of words.  
 

 

Monkey class learning section 

 
This week in Monkey Class, we began with a 

visit from PC Dan, who helped us to think about beach 

safety. He also showed us some of the equipment and 

gadgets that he uses in his work and let us try on police 

helmets. In our writing, we have been creating passports 

for our journey into Year 1. We have been writing about 

ourselves, our families, our friends, things we like doing 

and things we have learned. This week, we have also 

been observing and drawing a number of different 

things. We have looked very carefully at our faces, 

especially how we can draw eyes, ears and noses. We 

have had speed drawing competitions, and we have ahad 

two sessions to welcome in the children who will be in 

Monkey Class in September. We showed them all the 

different things to use and to play with and made them 

sandwiches for the Teddy Bears’ Tea Party. We hope 

they will have as many smiles in their first year at St 

Michael’s as we have. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

There’s Nothing 

There’s nothing quite  

as splashy as a fish. 

There’s nothing quite  

as slimy as a slug. 

As furry as a cat, 

As squishy as a whale. 

There’s nothing quite  

as splashy as a fish.       By Elizabeth Year 1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



PSA News 
 
So we have reached the end of another school year.  I 

don't know about you but that went fast!  May I firstly 

say good luck to all our Y6 leavers and wish you all the 
best for your next schooling adventure, be safe and listen 

to your parents as they are usually right ! 
 

As you know I will no longer be Chairperson of the PSA 

next Year.  I have held the position for two years and 
have enjoyed all the fundraising we have done.  During 

my time as Chair the PSA has raised £6573.  This money 
has been used to subsidise school trips, new books, 

sporting equipment, the class Christmas present and now 

£2000 for IT equipment, which in our Parent/Carer 
questionnaire back in November came out on top for the 

PSA to fund. 
 

I would like to say thank you to Kirsty for being such a 
brilliant secretary to me over the last two years and all 

your hard work since taking on the role before my time.  

Also a thank you to Greg our Treasurer for all your hard 
work, spreadsheets and getting all the floats and banking 

sorted out. Clare and Michelle for both being such great 
Vice Chair and putting up with my constant demands!  

 

Lastly I would like to thank all of you for supporting the 
PSA.  Without helpers, buyers, makers, bakers, builders, 

teachers and organisers we would not have raised such a 
fantastic amount of money over the last two years.  All 

this money helps make the children's learning experience 
at St Michael's a better one. 

 

Well that's nearly it from me.  Our last PSA meeting is on 
Tuesday 21st July at 3.30. 

 
Yvette Wentworth-Foster 

 

 
Building Update 

I am pleased to be able to 

tell you that the work on 

refurbishing our Hall will start 

next week.  The deadline for 

completion will be September 

1st. 

The Hall will be completely 

“made good” decorated throughout with sports grade 

cushion vinyl on the floor.  The white beams and trusses 

will remain visible.  New heating will be installed and we 

will be able to open the skylights.  The door to the 

School House will be re-opened which will allow more 

light into the rooms at the back and provide a better 

route for the children to the Den. 

In September, preparations will be made for a phased re-

structuring of the school entrance.  This will include a 

new double-door entrance and reception area, re-

furbished boys’ and girls’ toilets, and separate toilets for 

Monkey class.  Our perimeter fencing and approach to 

the school will also be secured. 

During the restructuring of the entrance, access will be 

via the path down by Dolphin class to the side door.  Mrs 

Sheppard will be based in the library before moving to 

the new front Reception. 

We look forward to welcoming you to assemblies and 

events in our new School Hall! 

Ms Gasson 

 
Payments 
From September, we would be most grateful if you 
could make payments to the school for Breakfast and 
Afterschool Clubs: 

 By cheques, made payable to St Michael’s Cep 
School 

 On Mondays 
Currently Mrs Sheppard is having to process a lot of 
cash, on a daily basis – which is very time consuming. 
In an emergency only, of course we will accept cash 
on any day. 
 
Thank you  
Ms Gasson 
 
Message from the Headteachers 

Unbelievably, it is the end of the school year. It has been 

a year of change for us all, with a great deal of hard 

work by children, staff and parents. In so many ways, 

tremendous progress has been made and we thank you 

all for your part in this.  

Many people, adults and children, have collaborated to 

make this a good year for St Michael’s. Those we will 

name – as there is no risk of leaving anyone out! – are 

our Y6 leavers. Jack B, Jack D, Mimi, Maisie, Jasper, 

John, Sophie, William, Alina and Bethany are moving on 

to secondary school. They have worked very hard to 

prepare themselves and have achieved well, both 

academically and socially. We will miss them so much 

and send our love and best wishes for their future 

success.  

We wish you all a very happy holiday and look forward to 

seeing you again in September.  

Once again, many thanks. 

Pip Gasson  Jane Midwinter 

Head of School           Executive Head 

Attendance 
Whole school’s attendance at present is:- 
94.8% TARGET is 96% 
 
Class with best   
Attendance this week is: 
 
Dolphin Class with 98.5% 

 Congratulations! 
 


