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Important Dates 

Mon 19 Dec Christmas Nativity Iden 

Church 2.00pm-3.00pm 

Tue 20 Dec North Pole Breakfast 

8.00am School hall 

Tue 20 Dec Christmas Nativity Iden 

Church 2.00pm-3.00pm 

Wed 21 Dec Inset Day  

 

Tue 3 Jan Inset Day 

 

Wed 4 Jan First day of term 

 

 

Dolphin class 

 We have had a very eventful and 

fun week. On Monday, we were visited by an author 

called Paul Nolan. He gave us some top tips for writing 

stories and told us about how he writes his own 

stories. We have also been using our area and 

perimeter knowledge to design our own WW2 gardens 

with an Anderson shelter which we have started to 

make using a shoe-box lid and a tin can. To finish off 

our WW2 topic we made bread, honey cakes and soup 

- all meals cooked at the time of rationing.   

Meerkat class 

 In Maths over the last couple of weeks, 

we have been learning more about division, and 

learning to use quicker methods for more complicated 

problems. We are learning to use our number sense 

and number facts that we know. We are also learning 

more about the properties of 2D shapes.  

In English we are practising our spelling and 

punctuation. We are reading the Michael Morpurgo  

book called Coming Home. It is written in a poetic style 

which we enjoy. We are practising reading out loud 

and with expression.  

In Geography we have been learning about lines of 

latitude and longitude. We had a visitor who told us 

more about Uganda and the children at the school that 

we are writing to. We really enjoyed asking him lots of 

questions.  

In PE we are now finished our Explorers dance. Mr 

Taylor says we did very well to remember so much.  

Mrs Pepler has set us holiday homework, it is in our 

book bags already. We need to keep reading lots and 

learn our times tables facts…and have a great 

Christmas!  

Penguin class 

 In Penguins class we have finally 

finished changing parts of our story ‘Toby and the 

Great Fire’. Some of us have changed where the fire 

started and some of us have even changed the main 

character. We have now going to start writing our own 

versions of a fire story and we are trying to mostly do 

this independently.  In phonics, the children have been 

exploring alternative pronunciations for familiar 

graphemes, e.g., the hard and soft ‘c’ sound. 

In maths, we have been learning all about solving 

problems with missing numbers. This has been quite 

tricky for us as there are a couple of different 

strategies we could use to help us solve these. We 

have either had to work out the difference between two 

numbers, or use the counting on method. We have 

also worked in groups to help each other solve these 

problems, really having a chance to talk about how we 

can work together to make these problems easier for 

ourselves. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+michael's+playden&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://yourschoolgames.com/your-school/profile/slug/st-michaels-church-of-england-primary-school-east-sussex/tab/blog/page/4&ei=ouI_VO-vB4_iaKOTgMgI&psig=AFQjCNG4Q2WXnM9KMvn2HZMcU6LGPesvqg&ust=1413559306748672


In Science, we have finished writing instructions on 

how to make paper; we will now be trying to follow our 

own instructions to see how easy/difficult it is to make 

paper. 

This week we have also enjoyed making fire pictures 

to send back to Rye Fire Station in order to say a big 

thank you for having such a great visit there.  

Monkey class 

  We have immersed ourselves in 

Christmas! We have been enjoying lots of Christmas 

stories and activities. We have learned the nativity 

story and the reasons we celebrate Christmas today. 

We have sequenced the story and made done some 

creative work around it too. We have made Christmas 

pictures using shapes and made our own advent 

calendar. Last Friday Mrs Bennett came in and helped 

us make some wonderful Christmas cupcakes which 

were delicious. We have all worked very hard to learn 

the words to our nativity song and we are really looking 

forward to you watching us in church.  

 Christmas Fair 

A huge thank you to the PSA who worked so hard to 

provide a Christmas fair to remember! The school was 

a hive of activity as parents, children and friends 

gathered to enjoy the stalls on offer. A great time was 

had by all. 

Christmas in Rye 

We hope that those of you who participated in the 

Christmas in Rye celebrations had a wonderful time 

and are now properly in the Christmas spirit! We would 

like to thank staff at Reeds Rains who kindly agreed to 

showcase some of our ‘magical lanterns’ in their 

window. A huge thank you too, to Miss Coleman who 

set this up for us. 

 

Christmas Services & Photographs 

A reminder that our Christmas Services take place on 

Monday 19
th
 and Tuesday 20

th
 December at 2:00 pm. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

We request that no photographs be taken during the 

service. There will be an opportunity at the end of the 

service to take photographs of the Nativity tableau. 

Under no circumstances should be photographs be put 

up on social media - should this happen, we will have 

to ban the taking of photographs altogether in future. 

School Communication 

We have been working hard to populate parents’ email 

addresses in order that communication is provided to 

you electronically as well as by hardcopy and available 

on the website. This is in order to ensure that all letters 

and newsletters are received in a timely fashion. There 

are a few parents who have not yet provided their 

email addresses – please do so as soon as possible.  

Sports News 

Hastings and Rother Cross 

Country 

Congratulations to Megan who put in 

a very strong performance representing both St. 

Michael's and the Rye Sports Cluster in the area finals 

of cross country at William Parker.  

Indoor Athletics 

Our squad of indoor athletes selected from our after-

school club represented the school admirably in a 

recent athletics event. Pupils had to perform a shuttle 

run, standing long jump, speed bounce and chest 

push.  



 

 

Girls' Football 

Last Wednesday, our girls football team took to the 

MUGA at Rye College to compete against other local 

schools. After draws against Rye Primary and 

Guestling Bradshaw, we came up against stiff 

competition in the form of eventual winners St. 

Thomas, Winchelsea. Losing just this one game, the 

team finished in a very commendable 4th place. 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Term 

 Rehearsals will be continuing for our 

WW2 dance to be showcased at the 

White Rock Theatre in February, 

 Other KS2 clubs in Netball and Net 

Games will be beginning, 

 Our Monday after-school Premier Sports 

club will now become a Gymnastics Club 

starting 9th January. This will run through 

until the end of March and will allow pupils 

to gain their Gymnastic badges. More info 

to follow. 

Reminder: Winter Crisis Plan 

This is a reminder that in the case of adverse weather 

over the Christmas break which may necessitate a 

school closure, please check the County website 

below:  

https://apps.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/s

chools/schoolclosures/ 

Local radio stations will also be contacted and our 

website will be updated to reflect any closures at the 

first opportunity so please check this if unsure. All 

families will also be notified by text. 

Message from the Head of School 

As we come to the end of another term, I would like to 

once again thank you for your continued support in 

making St. Michael’s CE Primary such a special place 

to work. We have had a busy countdown to Christmas 

and are now all looking forward to a bit of relaxation 

and festive fun.  

I wish you all an enjoyable Christmas break and a very 

happy and prosperous New Year. I look forward to 

welcoming the children back on Wednesday 4
th
 

January, 2017. 

 

Weekly Winners! 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Monkey class: Zoe 

Penguin class: Kacie 

Meerkat class: Simon 

Dolphin class: Jacob 

Last week: 

Monkey class: Summer 

Penguin class: Zana 

Meerkat class: Abigail 

Dolphin class: Ellie 
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Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Monkey class: Dylan 

Penguin class: Emma 

Meerkat class: Jake and Sienna 

Dolphin class: Alanah 

Last week: 

Monkey class:Finian 

Penguin class: Jake 

Meerkat class: Demi 

Dolphin class: Charlotte 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Meerkat class with 92.9% 

Congratulations! 
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Closing Reflection 

For unto us a child is born, to us a son is 
given…and he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. (Isiah 9:6) 


