
 
 
 

St Michael’s 

Newsletter 
 

6th March 2015 
 
Fri 6th March WORLD BOOK DAY!! 
Mon 9th March INSET day – school closed for 

staff training 
Tue 10th March Indoor Cricket Competition 
Thurs 12th March Year 1 swimming 
Thurs 12th March Hi 5 netball tournament 
Fri 13th March  Red Nose Day 
Fri 13th March  Phil the bag 
Tue 17th March Hopkins Cup football  tournament  
Thurs 19th March Year 1 swimming 
Thurs 19th March  Penguins’ Class assembly 3.00 pm 
Tue 24th March Dolphins’ Class assembly 3.00 pm 
Wed 25th March Easter Bazaar 3.30 – 4.30 pm 
Thurs 26th March  Easter Service St Michael’s 

Church Playden  2.00 pm 
Thurs 26th March Year 1 swimming 
Thurs 26th March  Year 5/6 quicksticks hockey 

tournament 
Fri 27th March  Last day of term 
 
 
 
 

Dolphins’ learning section  

This week, Dolphins’ Class have been studying 
2D and 3D shapes. We have been looking at squares 
and cubes, rectangles and cuboids. In English, we have 
been continuing to read “Cosmic”. We have discussed 
the characters in order to describe their characters 
and compare their personalities. While studying 
evolution, we have been learning about Darwin’s 
voyages on the “Beagle” to the Galapagos Islands 
where he studied the giant tortoises. We have also 
found out why the dodo became extinct…please ask us 
to explain! 

Mimi and Maisie Year 6 

 

 
Meerkats’ learning section 

We are learning how to tell the time in maths. 
Lots of children are starting to wear watches and 
telling everyone the time. We have groups for solving 
time-word problems, Bronze, Silver, Gold and Super 
Gold! 

In science we are studying chocolate – should we eat 
chocolate? 

 In English we are reading “Kindle krax” and discussing 
how the author uses the plot to develop his main 
characters. 

We have only just started a new project in art. We 
are researching the Aztecs and their art. Here is an 
Aztec pattern and an Aztec double-headed serpent. 

 

 

 

 

Jessica K and Ocean Year 4 

  

 
Penguins’ Class 
Some children will be learning to read the vowels ow, 
oi and ear. 
Most of us will be reading and writing the different 
spellings of the vowels ay, ou, ie and ea. We will read 
these tricky words: you, oh their and people. 
Some of us will be investigating  alternative spellings 
of n, the long oo and the “yew” phonemes. 
 
 
 
Monkeys’ Class 
In our letters and sounds, we will be learning ‘ure’ and 
‘er’ as well as practising previous learning.  We will be 
developing our writing in sentences using the four-
finger rule: Capital letter; finger space; full stop; read 
it back.  We will be practising one more than and one 
less than in our maths with numbers up to 20 and 
learning to measure.       

 

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Policy Reviews 

This term we are reviewing… 

1. Our behaviour policy  
2. Our communication policy 
3. Our handwriting and presentation policy 
4. Our homework policy 

We have asked you to complete questionnaires on the  
first two policies, for behaviour and communication. 
Thank you to those who have already done so - if you 
would like a copy, please ask at Reception.  

Questionnaires on our handwriting and presentation, 
and homework policy will come out to you with the 
newsletter next week.  

The results of all questionnaires will be published 
when we have analysed the results and will be used to 
inform our decisions. 

REMINDER: Inset day on Monday 9th March 

Teachers are visiting other schools in the morning, 
and all staff will be training in school in the afternoon.  

 

 

Uniform  

We have a small stock of 
new and as-new school uniform. Please see Mrs 
Sheppard if you would like anything. The as-new 
uniform is available at very reasonable prices. 

 

 

 

Piano for new school hall 

When we have our new school hall, we will need a 
piano. Please look out for a smallish, upright, good 
quality and tunable piano, in good condition. Free would 
be wonderful… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish and music 

We are very pleased to have been able to secure the 
services of Ms Diana Parsons. Ms Parsons is a qualified 
and experienced music teacher, who is also able to 
teach Spanish. She is known to the children as she has 
been here on supply.  As a pilot until Easter, Ms 
Parsons will be in school one day per week. She will 
teach music to YR and KS1, and Spanish and music to 
KS2.  

After the pilot, we will review the provision – including 
asking you for feedback. We look forward to 
welcoming Ms Parsons to our school.  

Parent Teacher Consultations 

Thank you for coming to our Parent Consultation 
evenings and for completing our questionnaires. If you 
would like to talk to your child’s teacher at another 
time, please see Mrs Sheppard to make an 
appointment or speak directly to the teacher in the 
playground after school.  

The Early Learning and Fresh Air Break pilot 
continues – please continue to feedback your 
thoughts.  

Sports News:-Netball 

On Wednesday the 4th March we played in the Rye 
Cluster Netball Tournament.  The other teams who 
played were Icklesham 1 and 2, Rye Primary and 
Peasmarsh.  The first match we played against 
Icklesham 1 and won 7 – nil.  Next we played 
Peasmarsh and we drew nil – nil.  After them we 
played Icklesham 2 and we lost 8 – nil.  Finally we 
played Rye Primary and, should have won 3 – 2  but 
according to the scores we were beaten by them 2 – 1. 

Player of the tournament goes to Jessica, for getting 
the ball into the goal when it was higher than all the 
other goals and was about 4 times the height of her. 

Alina, Year 6  

 

 



 
 

Headteachers Awards 
 

“The Headteachers’ Award for Outstanding Achievement” this week goes to:- 
 

Monkeys’ Class:-  Isabel 
Penguins’ Class:-  Jake 
Meerkats’ Class:-  Mehmet 
Dolphins’ Class:-  Natalia 

 
 
 

 
    

Good Citizen Awards 
 

The Class Teachers’ Good Citzen Award for being so kind to others for being helpful this week goes to:- 
 

 
Monkeys’ Class:- Joseph 
Penguins’ Class:- Isla 
Meerkats’ Class:- Isabella 
Dolphins’ Class:- Jack B  
 

Attendance 
 

Whole school’s attendance at present is:-       94.5%.  TARGET is 96% 
 
 
 
 
 
Class for the best attendance this week is: Meerkats’ Class!  Congratulations!  
 

PSA NEWS 

Please remember that it will be "Phil the Bag" day on Friday 13th of March.  If you are doing any sorting out, 
please keep and bag up any old clothes, shoes, boots, belts, bedding you may have. This is a great way of raising 
money from rubbish! On average we raise £90.00 each time we do this, so the heavier the better!  The bags are in 
bookbags today!  

Please bring the bags back to us on the morning of Friday 13th March, at the latest

 
 
Red Nose Day 
Friday the 13th March is Red Nose Day.  All staff and children are invited to wear RED 
for a donation of £1.  This could be one or two items – or EVERYTHING! 
 

 
 

 



 
 

STOP PRESS!  New buildings – exciting news! 

We now have a better idea of the time line for our new building work.  

The final planning decision on our new classrooms will be made on March 11th – 
next Wednesday. We have every confidence that permission will be granted.  

The builders will move in on Monday March 16th! This is earlier than we had 
anticipated and great news for the school.  

The first phase will be the demolition of the old swimming pool area and the 
preparation of foundations for the new classrooms.  

From March 16th, the staff car park will be used as the entrance on to the site and the compound for storage of 
machinery and materials. 

All machinery, materials and contractors will be moved in and out of the swimming pool area before/after school or 
when our children are in class. The swimming pool site will be sealed off and secured. All the workers on the site 
will hold CRB / DBS checks - however, they will not have contact with the children.  

The school site will be secured to ensure the safety of our children when they are outside.  

A shipping container is being brought onto the site for temporary storage. All our sheds will be re-sited. 

During the Easter holiday, the new classrooms will be brought in. It is a sectional building, largely constructed off-
site. The classrooms will be ready for use after the holiday. No work will start on our existing classrooms until we 
are able to occupy the new ones! We are pleased to be able to tell you that we have been granted £10 000 for new 
furnishings for our new classrooms.  

Also during the Easter holiday, our kitchen area will be remodelled. This work will start on April 1st. As well as 
having our meals cooked on site, our staff will be trained to use the facilities for Breakfast and After School 
Clubs, and for teaching cooking in the curriculum. 

When we are in the new classrooms at the start of term 5, work will start on developing the hall. Then the work 
will move to remodelling Reception and the childrens’ toilets.  

Throughout the work, the playground surface will be cleaned and maintained so the children can play on it safely.  

From the start of term 5, Penguin and Meerkat classes will occupy the new classrooms. Both Monkey and Dolphin 
classes have rooms which meet their needs. Dolphin classroom will have a sink installed so then all rooms will have 
sinks. This will allow us to remove the sinks in the middle of the main building and enlarge our library.  

As these developments take place, our aim will be to keep the children safe and to maintain the momentum of 
learning  – we will do all we can to minimise any disruption. At the same time, there will be a great deal of 
excitement which, I am sure, will add to the buzz in the school! 

If there is anything you would like to ask, or you have any concerns about the process, please do see me as I will 
be leading this project on behalf of the school.  

Pip Gasson 

 
 
 
 


