
SCIENCE 
In Science this term our topic will be forces.  We 
will use investigations and experiments to find out 
more about gravity, air resistance, water 
resistance and friction.  In addition we will be 
looking at different mechanisms and levers, 
pulleys and gears can allow a smaller force to have 
a greater effect. 
 

ENGLISH                                      
In English we are starting the term reading the Power of 
Reading text, ‘Street Child’, by the award-winning writer, Berlie 
Doherty.  ‘Street Child’ is a fictional account of the life of Jim 
Jarvis, a young orphan who flees the workhouse in Victorian 
London.  He suffers brutal treatment at the hands of adults until 
he is taken in by Dr. Barnardo, founder of the famous children’s 
refuges. 
 
Later on in the term, we will be reading the abridged, Puffin 
edition of ‘A Christmas Carol’, by Charles Dickens, which is also 
set in Victorian London, and is a super introduction to the work 
of Charles Dickens. 
 
In spelling we are focussing on the spelling patterns and 
statutory words for years 5 and 6, continuing our weekly 
spelling tests on Thursdays. 

 MATHEMATICS 
We will begin the term with a focus on fractions 
recognising, finding and writing fractions of 
quantities; comparing and ordering fractions; 
using common factors to simplify fractions;  
adding and subtracting fractions; multiplying and 
dividing fractions by whole numbers.  To develop 
our fluency, we will be applying these to our 
problem solving. 
 
Later on in the term we will be moving on to 
geometry, with a focus on position and 
direction. 

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
 

We will be learning about the Queen Victoria, her 
reign and some of the characteristic features of 
the period.  We will then move on to looking more 
specifically at Victorian childhood: the lives of 
poor children in Victorian Britain; and the jobs 
that they used to have to do.  We will learn about 
Victorian schools. 
 
We will also look at how the Victorians celebrated 
Christmas and the legacy this has on the 
celebration today. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Please ensure your child reads regularly at 
home.   Questioning your child about what they 
have read can help to develop their 
comprehension.   The children record their daily 
reading in class and the expectation is that 
children read at least 4 times a week. 
 
Please support your child to learn their spellings 
and times tables up to 12 x 12. 
 
As our topic is Victorians, we are keen to hear 
from any of you who have expertise in this area. 

ENRICHMENT 
This topic will extend over two terms.  Over the 
course of the terms we aim to: hold a Victorian 
themed school day; visit Preston Manor in Hove 
for an experience day applying for the typical jobs 
Victorian children from poorer backgrounds would 
do. 

PE / GAMES 
PE will be taught on Mondays and Wednesdays.  
Please could you ensure that PE kits are in school 
daily.  Our areas of PE are gymnastics and invasion 
games. 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

In RE this term will be looking at Christianity, in particular the 
ceremonies and celebrations of confirmation, marriage, 
funerals and Christmas. 

 

ART 

In Art we will be looking at the work of William 
Morris, a textile, wallpaper and ceramic designer 
associated with the English Arts and Crafts 
Movement. 

 


