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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for Term 2:  
This term we are focussing on our Christian value of LOVE. We will be exploring what love is and how it is 
expressed/represented in the Bible, and the various representations of love through the stories leading up to the 
birth of Jesus and the first Christmas. 

Giant class   

Dragon class   

  

                                                                                                                            

 

Important Dates 

Tues 14 Nov Open morning for 

prospective parents 

Tues 14 Nov 

 

Music club 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Wed 15 Nov Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 15 Nov No football club this week 

 

Thurs 16 Nov Athletics club  3.30pm-

4.30pm 

Tues 21 Nov 

 

PSA Meeting in the hall 

2.45pm -3.30pm 

Tues 21 Nov Music club 3.30pm-4.30pm 

 

Wed 22 Nov Movers and Groovers  

3.30pm-4.30pm 

Wed 22 Nov No football club this week 

 

Thurs 23 Nov Athletics club 3.30pm-

4.30pm 

 

 

 

 

We kicked off Term 2 with clues for our topic this 

term.  A cosy fire place has appeared in our 

classroom, complete with a beautiful, William 

Morris tiled surround.  The layout of our 

classroom changed too and we are now sat in 

rows facing the front.  On the first day, we had a 

fingernail inspection and the girls and boys had to 

enter the classroom through different  

 

 

 

entrances!  We are, of course, learning about the 

Victorians! 

In English, we have been getting know Jim, the 

main character from our class book, Street 

Child.  This week, Jim's family were turned out of 

the room they were renting and have been forced 

to move into the dreaded workhouse.  In topic, 

we have been learning about workhouses.  Did 

you know that Rye's main workhouse from 1845 

was located on Hillcrest, just off Hilltop Drive?    

In maths we have been focusing on fractions, 

looking at equivalent fractions, then building on 

this knowledge to order and compare fractions 

with a range of numerators and 

denominators.  We have also been adding and 

subtracting fractions, converting the fractions to 

common denominators before we can do so. 

 

 

 

What a week! We have had a brilliant time 

learning all about the Titanic, and who we think 

was at fault for the tragedy. Laurie's mum 
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Wizard class   

brought in lots of clothes for lower, middle and 

upper class people in the Edwardian Era and we 

loved trying them on and comparing the quality. 

We have been learning to skim read to find 

information, and we are beginning to learn to 

write newspaper articles. We have created 

posters to advertise the Titanic and drawn 

complex cross-section views showing all the 

features.  

In Maths we are learning to use formal methods 

for subtraction and being systematic 

when carrying out investigations. Remember to 

complete your My Maths homework and to keep 

practising your times tables.  

We have started to read our new class text, The 

Iron Man and can't wait to see where he has 

come from and what he will do. We are learning 

to use a wider range of punctuation correctly, 

including inverted commas in speech.  

 

 

 

In Wizard class we have had lots of fun with a 

science experiment. Our challenge was to see if 

we could make ice stick to string without using 

our hands. We had blue coloured ice and some of 

us were left with blue stained fingers after trying 

to cheat. We were then able to write up our 

experiment and add in lots of detail about how 

we worked as a team. In phonics we have 

continued to explore the ‘ee’ sound. We have 

found so many different spelling patterns and we 

have even been looking in the dictionary for new 

words with the ‘ee’ sound spelt in different ways. 

In maths we have been working on multiplication 

and we have been practising lots of different 

strategies to help us solve problems when 

multiplying. We have been working on groups of, 

arrays and repeated addition to help us gain a 

better understanding. 

The children are excited about our current topic, 

‘Ice Ice Baby’ and have been learning all about 

Captain Robert Falcon Scott exploring the 

Antarctic. We still don’t know yet whether he and 

his fellow explorers survived their time in the 

South Pole, so we are really looking forward to 

finding out what happened next. 

 

 

 

 

We have had an amazing start to the new term. 

We learned all about Diwali on our first week 

back. We made our own Rangoli patterns and 

Diva pots. We did some writing to tell everyone 

what the festival is about. This week we have 

been talking about the Gunpowder plot and the 

reason we have bonfire night. The children have 

made some beautiful firework pictures and 

learned why we put a guy on the bonfire. In 

maths, we have started work on addition and 

thought about the different ways we can work 

out the answer. We are moving on with our letter 

sounds next week and will be looking at the story 

of, ‘Handa’s Surprise’.    

 

Pixie class   



Wizard Class: new teacher 

St. Michael’s is pleased to welcome Miss Sam 

Duly who will be teaching in Wizard class every 

Friday. Miss Duly is a highly experienced teacher 

who is already known to the school. She will be 

covering the RE and Science curriculum, in 

addition to teaching discrete handwriting, 

phonics and reading sessions. We do hope you 

will take the time to say hello and welcome, 

when you see her on Fridays. 

Topic support 

This term the topics we are covering in school 

are: 

 Pixies:  
o Celebrations (including Bonfire 

night, Diwali and Christmas) 

 Wizards:  
o Ice Ice Baby (the Arctic including 

polar animals) 

 Dragons:  
o Mighty Ships (with a focus on the 

Titanic and cruise ships) 

 Giants:  
o Victorians 

If you, or anyone you know in the wider 

community, has any expertise in any of the topics 

being delivered across the school, we would most 

certainly welcome your input and support in the 

classroom. Please feel free to contact the 

respective class teacher(s) with your ideas/input - 

you would be more than welcome to work with 

us to enrich your children’s learning. 

School Photos: order deadline 

Please ensure that all orders for school 

photographs are received by Friday 17th 

November in order to be processed and printed 

in time for Christmas. 

Morning Routine 

Now that the children have had a full term to 

settle in to the routine of being at school after 

the long summer break, parents are reminded to 

make every attempt to say goodbye at the school 

gates and allow the children to enter the 

playground independently. This ensures a prompt 

start to their learning and prevents prolonging 

any anxious feelings the children may have. 

Use of Social Media 

We would like to remind parents that St. 

Michael’s has very firm expectations regarding 

the safe and responsible use of social media and 

this applies to all members of the school 

community. Please do not “publish specific and 

detailed private thoughts, concerns, pictures or 

messages on any social media services, especially 

content that may be considered threatening, 

hurtful or defamatory to others.” (St. Michael’s 

Online Safety Policy, March 2017) 

Giant Class THANK YOU! 

A huge thank you to the parents of children in 

Giant class for organising a very successful cake 

sale this week! Proceeds of this sale went 

towards match-funding (with the Rye Christmas 

Festival committee) the facilitation of a workshop 

by Radiator Arts, a Hastings-based arts 

organisation who will be working with Giant class 

to produce beautifully decorated willow and 

paper lanterns which our school will be using in 

the Rye Christmas Festival parade – see the 

request below! 

The cake sale was a resounding success and 

raised a total of £170! Thank you to all who 



donated and purchased cakes to enable the 

children to take part in what should be a 

wonderful workshop! 

Rye Christmas Festival: Parade 

The Rye Christmas Festival parade will take place 

on Saturday 9th December. We would like St. 

Michael’s to be formally represented, when our 

children will parade holding willow and paper 

lanterns (see note above) in what should be a 

spectacle of colour and light. We require a 

minimum of 15 children (and accompanying 

adults) to represent the school. Of course, the 

more the merrier – siblings, grandparents, past 

pupils, etc. are all welcome to join! Please could 

you confirm your participation on the day, by 

contacting the office by Friday 1st December. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

This year we are supporting Save the Children as 

we take part in their Christmas Jumper Day on 

Friday 15th December. Please note this date in 

your diaries as we get our most ‘fabulous festive 

knit’ on! We request a donation of £1 per child 

for the privilege – all donations will go to Save the 

Children. Let’s make this Christmas Jumper Day 

the biggest, silliest, woolliest event yet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack and the Beanstalk: Panto 

We are very privileged to be given an exclusive 

showing of the local pantomime, Jack and the 

Beanstalk, taking place this year at the Rye 

Creative Centre. This performance for St. 

Michael’s will take place on the afternoon of 

Monday 18th December. The children will be 

transported by coach and we will request that 

parents collect from the Creative Centre on that 

day (times to be confirmed). Unfortunately we 

have no concession as regards the cost of tickets 

so we will request a donation of £8.00 per child 

(child’s ticket price) towards this experience – 

letter to follow. We would like to let families 

know as early as possible that we intend to 

attend the pantomime as a whole school and 

hope that all children will be able to join in on the 

day in what should be a great Christmas treat! 

 

 



Attendance 

At St. Michael’s we aim for 100% attendance in 

our school. Please remember that family 

holidays are not considered to be exceptional 

circumstances and will not be authorised. 

 

Open Morning  

A last chance to spread the word before our 

Open Morning next week. Please invite friends 

or family who may have a child of school age in 

September, 2018 to join us. 

 

  

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pixie class: Henry 

Wizard class: Dylan 

Dragon class: Ranulph 

Giant class: Lillia 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pixie class: Leyland 

Wizard class: Jamie 

Dragon class: Charlotte 

Giant class: Eloise 

 

 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Pixie class with 98.6% Congratulations! 

 

Photo Gallery 

 

Pixie class have been busy this week learning 

about Diwali.  They have made their own Rangoli 

patterns and Diva pots. 



 

 

 

Dragon class learning all about the Titanic, and 

who they thought were at fault for the tragedy.  

Laurie’s Mum brought in lots of clothes for 

middle and upper class people in the Edwardian 

Era. 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Love one another. 

(1 John 3:23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


