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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for Term 1:  
Picturing Christianity: This term we are reminding ourselves of the four fundamental Christian values which our 
school embraces. We will do so as we engage with photographs from different Christian denominations from many 
countries across the globe. 

 

                                                                                                                                             

 

 

Important Dates 

Mon 17 Sept Woodlands learning Picasso  

Class all day 

Mon 17 Sept Tennis with By Pass + Move 

Years 1-4 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 19 Sept Tag Rugby Y5/6 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 19 Sept Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 20 Sept Quidditch Years 4 – 6 

3.30pm – 4.45pm 

Fri 21 Sept Phil the Bag Collection 

Friday morning after 

9.00am 

Mon 24 Sept Woodlands learning Picasso   

Class all day 

Mon 24 Sept Tennis with By Pass + Move 

Years 1-4 3.30pm -4.30pm 

Tue 25 Sept Harvest Festival Service 

From 9.15am.  All welcome 

Wed 26 Sept Movers and Groovers 

3.30-4.30pm 

Wed 26 Sept Tag Rugby Y5/6 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 27 Sept Quidditch Years 4 – 6 

3.30pm – 4.45pm 

 

New Class Names! 

This year our classes are names after famous 

artists. Reception is known as Matisse class, Year 

1/2 is Kandinsky class, Year 3/4 is Picasso class 

and Year 5/6 is Van Gogh class. The children have 

had a fun start to the term learning about their 

artists and producing wonderful pieces of art.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back!  We have had a fantastic start to 

the year.  The children have returned with a 

fantastically positive attitude towards their 

learning and are demonstrating really caring 

attitudes towards each other. 

Last week, after writing our class contract, we 

learnt all about the life of Vincent Van Gogh.  We 

researched information about him using the 

laptops and the Van Gogh Museum website in 

Amsterdam.  We identified the features of 

biographies and then produced our own to 

describe the - at times, tragic - story of his 

life.  Talia and Yinin's biographies are on display in 

the corridor if you would like to find out more 

about him. 

This week, we have started reading our class text 

this term, Running Wild.  Thank you to all families 

who have been able to provide the children with 

their own copy - I know they enjoy following as 

we read aloud.  Will, whose father sadly passed 
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away whilst serving in Iraq, is taking an elephant 

ride along the beach in Indonesia on Boxing Day 

2008.  For some reason, the elephant stampedes 

off into the leafy hills with Will still on its 

back!  We are gripped and eager to find out what 

happens next!  We have been learning about 

subordinate clauses and how to apply them in 

sentences. 

In maths we have started the year with a focus on 

place value, looking at how we can partition, 

order, compare and round numbers up to 10 

million!  The children have also been completing 

lots of fact-fluency activities as part of their 

morning work, looking at building the speed of 

their number skills. 

In art, we used Van Gogh's View of the Sea at 

Scheveningen to produce seascapes using 

watercolour and chalk pastels.  We have also 

completed our piece of work to be submitted for 

the Stormont Award.  This year the theme is 

Jungle, so, using Henri Rousseau's painting 

'Surprised' as inspiration, we have created 

watercolour washes as the background so that 

we can add in detail using oil pastels. 

Finally, a huge thank you to all who are 

supporting the children in their home learning - 

lots of dojos have been earned this week!  I am 

endeavouring to mark and set new tasks for 

Spelling Shed and MyMaths during afternoon 

assembly on Wednesdays.  Paper homework will 

be sent home on Thursdays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are well and truly back into the busy life of 

school and loving it.  In the first week we 

concentrated on Picasso art and we have created 

some fabulous and unusual pictures.  

We started reading our class text, Krindlekrax and 

began our main topic- The Romans. In maths we 

are learning more about place value and working 

with numbers to 1000 and above. On Monday we 

had our first visit to the wood, which was so 

much fun and exhausting. Everyone made dens, 

which are very well built. Next Monday we will 

learn to develop perseverance while trying to 

light fire with a fire steel! 

Little reminders: 

Spelling shed: Practise several times a week, your 

score is an average... and it is better for your 

learning to spell.  

My Maths: Please go online and complete the 

work set. Let Mrs Pepler know if you do not have 

access to a computer or tablet to do this. I will 

mark homework on a Wednesday and set 

more.  There will be some loss of playtime if 

homework is not completed. 

Times tables:  The whole class achieved their first 

certificate this week - next week is 5 times table. 

Please help your child to learn these facts and to 

complete the little challenges set.  

Please remember to send in a water bottle. 

Thanks! 



 

 

 

Kandinsky Class has had a fantastic start to the 

new academic year! Both year groups have 

settled in excellently and have adjusted to new 

routines and expectations really well, which is a 

pleasure to see. Well done Kandinsky Class! 

Our first week back was our ‘Kandinsky Week’, 

where we learnt all about his abstract style of art 

and how he used to listen to classical music and 

paint his feelings. We decided to have a go too! 

We have created some amazing pieces of 

abstract art and worked really hard on mixing all 

of our colours from just the three primary 

colours; blue, red and yellow. We also 

experimented with making tints and shades by 

adding white or black to a colour. Finally, we 

created our own, individual entries for the 

Stormont Awards by sketching and painting trees 

and branches and then adding the famous 

Kandinsky ‘Concentric Circles’ as fruit on the 

trees! The finished products look really great. 

We had an exciting start to this week, with the 

arrival of ‘Jaws and Claws’! Phil showed us some 

amazing creatures, such as hissing cockroaches, a 

White’s tree frog, various snakes, a tenrec 

(Google it!) and red-footed tortoises. We learnt 

lots about the jungle and where we find 

rainforests around the world. Phil also told us lots 

of gruesome facts about some of these incredible 

creatures! 

The rest of the week, we have been writing labels 

and captions for pictures, focusing hard on letter 

formation, spelling using our phonetic knowledge 

and up-levelling sentences with adjectives. We 

have also been working on place value in Maths, 

practising counting forwards and backwards from 

different starting points and representing 

numbers using apparatus in the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

The children have had a fantastic start to school. 

We have so enjoyed meeting them and finding 

out the things they enjoy most. We have been 

playing some great games in class which focus on 

identifying sounds around us and matching things 

which rhyme. We have also been doing some 

counting and the grown-ups are very impressed 

at how well the children are doing. We have done 

some fabulous artwork based on the work of 

Matisse, who our class is named after. The 

children have also so enjoyed playing outside and 

exploring their environment. They have also liked 

being with the older children at playtimes and 

using the equipment that is provided at lunch 

times. We can’t wait for the children to be in 

school full time for lots of exciting learning. 
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Welcome to St. Michael’s 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to 

our new pupils in Matisse class. They have settled 

in so well and feel very much part of our 

community. No doubt they are all looking 

forward to experiencing full school days next 

week! Welcome George, Esme, Oliver, Betsy, 

Elliot and Lucia! 

We would also like to welcome pupils who have 

joined us in other year groups. Welcome to Skye 

and Cody who joined Picasso class in year 4 and 

to Jack who has joined Van Gogh class in year 6  – 

we hope you enjoy your time at St. Michael’s and 

are very happy here. 

Harvest Celebration 

Our upcoming Harvest Celebration will take place 

on Tuesday 25th September at 9:15 am. The 

service will be held in our school hall, led by Rev 

T. and parents and carers are invited to join us. 

Harvest contributions are very much appreciated 

and fresh produce is welcome but we also ask for 

tins and packets please. This year all 

contributions will be distributed to the Rye Food 

Bank, Magdala House and the Rye Hospital. 

Attendance Reminder 

We take this opportunity to remind you of the 

importance of good attendance - across the year 

there are just 190 school days which means 

there are already 175 days set aside for 

weekends, holidays, family visits and rewarding 

days out. We believe every school day counts to 

give your child the greatest opportunity of 

attaining a good education and to support a 

happy and healthy future. Please do your best to 

ensure that your child has no less than ‘good’ 

attendance at school. 

 

School Dinners 

Chartwells have asked us to remind parents that 

all school dinners MUST be paid for on the day in 

question or in advance by arrangement. They still 

have outstanding bills in respect of the last 

academic year and cannot continue to allow 

outstanding payments to accumulate. In addition, 

we are very lucky to have the facility here at 

school to offer pupils a variety of freshly prepared 

meal options. The uptake of the service so far this 

year has been very low and unless this increases, 

we are in danger of being unsustainable for 

Chartwells to continue. We strongly encourage 

you to take up the opportunity and use our 

catering facilities when you can. 

Parking 

A reminder to be mindful at drop-off and pick-up 

times about where you park. We have noticed 

parents double-parking just outside the gates – 

this causes huge problems with traffic at peak 

times. We appreciate the difficulty with the lack 

of available space but request that you park 

responsibly for the safety of our pupils and 

parents. 



Phil the Bag 

We are always looking for ways and opportunities 

to raise important funds for our school.  Phil the 

bag recycles your old and unwanted clothes, 

shoes, boots, belts and bedding and turns it into 

cash for the school.  So please donate your 

unwanted clothes in a black sack and return it to 

school no later than Thursday 20th September 

ready for the collection on Friday morning. Thank 

you for your support. 

Inset Days 

In order for you to plan ahead, the following are 

our remaining inset days for this academic year: 

 19th October, 2018 

 3rd June, 2018 

 23rd April, 2018 

 23rd July, 2018 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to everyone for the new academic 

year at St Michael’s.  I hope everyone had a good 

summer break.  Governance arrangements have 

now changed with a new Shadow Governing Body 

taking over from the Interim Executive Board, 

which oversaw the running of the school for the 

past three and a half years. 

In that time the school has progressed from being 

a school that was underperforming and in need of 

special measures to the current position of a 

school providing a good education to our pupils. 

I’d like to thank and congratulate St Michael’s 

staff, parents and children who have worked so 

well together to make this happen.   

The future is not without challenges and we will 

use each newsletter to update parents on the 

work of the Governing Body and the issues we are 

facing.  In addition we will arrange time in term 2 

for parents and carers to meet the Governors.  

We have a vacancy for a parent governor and in 

the next newsletter we will explain what is 

involved in the governor role and how you can get 

involved. 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Summer 

Picasso class: Oscar 

Van Gogh class: Jasmine 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Phoenix 

Picasso class: Darcey 

Van Gogh class: Rosie 

 

 



Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Wizard class with 99.2% Congratulations! 

Photo Gallery 

Matisse  class 

eating their 

lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

The Lord is good to all. 

(Psalm 145:9) 

 


