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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for the coming fortnight:  
Picturing Christianity: We will be focusing on the image of Christchurch’s Cardboard Cathedral in New Zealand and 
reflecting on it as a symbol of hope for the people of New Zealand after the devastating earthquake that destroyed 
the original cathedral. We will also be looking at the image of a Palestinian carpenter carving a wooden sculpture of 
baby Jesus in the city of Bethlehem, reflecting on Jesus as a ‘carpenter’s son’. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

 

 

Important Dates 

Mon 1 Oct Woodlands learning Picasso  

Class all day 

Mon 1 Oct Tennis with By Pass + Move 

Years 1-4 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Tue 2 Oct Rye College open morning 

9.30am – 11.00am 

Wed 3 Oct Tag Rugby Y5/6 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 3 Oct Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 4 Oct Rye College open morning  

9.30am – 11.00am 

Thurs 4 Oct 

 

Quidditch Years 4 – 6 

3.30pm – 4.45pm 

Mon 8 Oct Woodlands learning Picasso   

Class all day 

Mon 8 Oct Tennis with By Pass + Move 

Years 1-4 3.30pm -4.30pm 

Tue 9 Oct Class school photo’s 

Tempest Photography  

Wed 10 Oct Movers and Groovers 

3.30-4.30pm 

Wed 10 Oct Tag Rugby Y5/6 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 10 Oct  Van Gogh class trip 

Wakehurst place 8.00am – 

5.00pm 

Wed 10 Oct  World Mental Health Day 

Come dressed in purple for 

£1 

Thurs 10 Oct Quidditch Years 4 – 6 

3.30pm – 4.45pm 

Thurs 11 Oct Robertsbridge Community 

College open evening 

6.00pm-8.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we have been writing wonderful 

animal poems, using 'The Tyger' by William Blake 

and the beautiful book, Carnival of the Animals, 

which is an anthology of poems inspired by the 

music of Saint Saens.  The children have been 

looking at figurative language and the features 

poets use.  We chose our own animals to write 

about and have presented our poems beautifully 

for display and performed them to our peers. 

In maths, we have been developing our addition 

skills, ensuring we use a 0 to hold the place where 

we are adding numbers with different quantities 

of digits.   

In topic, we have been learning about the 

different layers of the rainforest and what 

animals and plants live and grow there.  We have 

also looked at the climate in Manaus, Brazil, and 

compared the weather conditions there with 

London. 

 

Van Gogh 

class   
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Picasso 

class   

 

I have been impressed by the number of children 

completing paper homework - 76% of the class 

handed in their paper homework this week!  On 

Spelling Shed, 48% of the children completed 

their tasks and 41% of the children completed 

their MyMaths activities.  Children completing 

these tasks have been rewarded with dojo points 

and I would love to hand out even more! 

 

 

 

 

We have had such wonderful weather for our 

woodland trips and have been learning so much 

more about trees, habitats and building. We are 

learning to work together, to compromise and to 

persevere. All good skills! 

Next Monday we aim to toast marshmallows. As 

it is getting colder, please remember to wear 

loads of layers.  

In English we are ‘zooming in’ on sentences, using 

grammatical knowledge to add effect and 

improve our work. We are also learning more 

about punctuation and continuing to improve our 

spelling and handwriting. Spelling Shed is helping 

with this; please remember to play the games lots 

of times. We are delving deeper into our 

book, Krindlekrax and feel very sorry for Ruskin. 

In maths we are learning to use known number 

facts and empty numberlines to improve our 

partitioning and to work out efficient mental 

methods to add and subtract. This week we are 

also learning our 2 times tables. We test times 

tables in class and the pupils need to answer 20 

correctly in one minute, please support your child 

in this. 

In Science we have been finding out more about 

how animals are adapted to their environment- 

and have written a Penguin book! In history we 

are learning about how and why the Roman army 

was so effective. 

Mr Taylor is focusing on cross country running in 

PE. 

Please remember to read at home every night! 

 

 

 

 

Kandinsky Class have been working hard and 

settling into their Year 1 and 2 routines over the 

past two weeks. We have had lots of fun using 

our new outdoor area, independently carrying 

out writing and maths challenges related to our 

learning in class. We have also been having a few 

minutes of ‘time out’ in the Relaxation Station, 

sharing books and chatting with friends!  

In English, we have begun to create and edit text 

maps based on the opening of ‘The Mixed-Up 

Chameleon’. We’ve worked hard to improve the 

writing, adding adjectives, adverbs and similes to 

make the story sound even better than the 

original! We have been focusing on using phonics 

to spell words carefully and make sure our 

punctuation is in the right place. We are excited 

to write-up our new and improved story openings 

as we move into next week.  

Kandinsky 

class   



We have been learning all about place value in 

Maths, working out how the value of a digit 

changes when it is in a different place in a whole 

number. We’ve played dice games to reach target 

numbers, used Numicon and Dienes rods to 

represent lots of 2-digit numbers accurately and 

begun to order numbers according to the place 

value of their digits. Again, it has been fun using 

the outdoor area for some of these activities! 

In our topic work, the children have been learning 

about the continents and oceans, labelling maps 

and identifying where the equator is and how it 

affects the weather in the rainforests. We have 

used atlases, maps and globes to identify where 

rainforests are in the world and label countries 

which are famous for their rainforests. We have 

also been looking at all the different creatures 

you can find in the four layers of tropical 

rainforests.  

 

 

 

 

The children have had amazing full weeks at 

school. They have loved playing outside and 

making the most of the nice weather. We have 

begun to learn letter sounds with actions and we 

have been practising writing the matching letters. 

We have done lots of maths work including 

counting, adding two groups and ordering things 

by size. We love our collection of things which 

show us that autumn is here. We have kept the 

leaves and conkers in a basket so we can look at 

them closely with a magnifying glass. We did a 

great job sharing a song in the school's harvest 

festival assembly. The children made everyone 

very proud.  We have been talking about saying 

'thank you' at this special time and how it's an 

opportunity to share the good things we have.   

Sports News 

Sports Captains 

Our new Sports Captains this year are Lottie and 

Kian from year 6. They have already decided that 

they would like to have a running club at school 

so watch this space! 

Clubs 

We are still looking for a few more pupils 

to attend our free after school tag rugby club on 

Wednesdays. This club is now open to all pupils 

in KS2, letters are available from the office or Mr 

Taylor if you are interested.  

Competitions 

We have entered into cross country and tag 

rugby competitions this term. Pupils from KS2 

have been practising tag rugby in the after-school 

club whereas cross country has been the theme 

to this term's warm up at the beginning of PE 

lessons. Letters will be/have been sent home 

separately if your child has been selected to 

represent the school in either of these. 

 

Our new KS1 Outdoor Learning Space 

Over the summer holidays a new outdoor 

learning area was created for Kandinsky class to 

enjoy! It has been a huge success and is already 

well-used and loved by the children in that class. 

It has given the Year 1’s in particular a really 

Matisse 

class   

 



fantastic transition from the Early Years 

environment and provided a wonderful 

opportunity for all the KS1 children to adapt tasks 

and develop ideas in a more fluid learning 

environment. 

 

 

Harvest Celebration: Thank you 

Thank you for all your contributions to our 

Harvest service. These have now been distributed 

to the various charities and we pass on their 

appreciation. Thank you too, to those parents 

who joined us on the day to give thanks. 

World Mental Health Day: 10th October 

St. Michael’s will be celebrating World Mental 

Health Day on Wednesday 10th October as the 

theme this year is young people and mental 

health.  

We will be raising awareness of how important 

good mental and emotional health is for all of us 

as we raise money for Heads On, the Sussex 

Partnership NHS Foundation Trust’s charity.  

 

 

We want to do something that makes us smile! 

We invite the children to ‘Paint it Purple’ on the 

day – dress in purple, wear a purple wig or purple 

ribbons, have a crazy ‘purple’ hairstyle! The only 

limit is your imagination! We ask for a £1.00 

donation on the day to support this worthwhile 

local charity. 

We are aware that pupils in Van Gogh class are 

on a school trip that day, but you are also 

welcome to contribute to the charity – we will 

provide purple ribbon to pin to their uniform in 

support of the cause. 

Drop off & Pick up times 

As you are all aware, the parking situation in the 

road outside the school is difficult at the best of 

times. We therefore kindly request that parents 

vacate their parking spot as quickly as possible 

after drop off in the morning or pick up in the 

afternoon as this prevents a build up of cars and 



may allow someone else a more convenient 

space closer to the school. 

School Uniform 

With the colder weather approaching may we 

remind parents that children must bring a coat 

into school as they do spend considerable time 

outdoors during break and lunch times. 

Additionally, we take pride in our uniform here at 

St. Michael’s and expect children to be in full 

uniform at school – this includes a school jumper, 

tights (and not leggings) when necessary and 

school shoes or short ankle boots in the winter 

(not mid-calf or high boots). Long hair should be 

tied back and hair accessories should be discrete 

and of a colour to match the uniform. Thank you 

for your support in instilling a sense of pride, 

unity and community spirit with your children. 

Private Tutors: Safeguarding 

We have been asked by the Local Authority to 

remind parents who choose to provide a private 

tutor for their children that you should always 

ensure that statutory safeguarding checks are in 

place. Currently, tutor services are unregulated. 

Recommendations are: 

 Request sight of a current enhanced DBS 
check 

 Ensure you receive and check up on 
references 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Betsy 

Kandinsky class: Aria 

Picasso class: Alfie 

Van Gogh class: Izabella 

 

 

 

 

 

We Need Your Help! 

In the last newsletter I mentioned that the 

Shadow Governing Body has a vacancy for a 

Parent Governor.  We need another parent to join 

us in this important voluntary role. Good 

governance is one of the key ways to ensure the 

school provides a good education to our children 

so that each one achieves their full potential. 

The Governing Body is responsible for the 

strategic direction of the school, holding the head 

teacher to account for the running of the school 

and the effective use of resources.   

Although school governing is voluntary, it is hard 

work and requires commitment. Governors are 

given training to support them in their work 

towards school improvement.  

The future is not without challenges for the school 

so we need to ensure we have a strong and 

representative Governing Body to manage the 

issues we are facing.   

If you think you might like to get involved and 

would like an informal discussion you can get in 

contact with me through Denise in the office or 

email me at grussell@playdenschool.com  

Alternatively please speak to Kirsty Doherty, the 

other Parent Governor and Vice Chair.  She is in 

the playground everyday at pick up.  

 
Greg Russell 
Chair, Shadow Governing Body 

 

 

Last week: 

Matisse class: Esmé 

Kandinsky class: Kenith 

Picasso class: Zana 

Van Gogh class: Toby 

mailto:grussell@playdenschool.com


Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Elliott 

Kandinsky class: Hermione 

Picasso class: Cody 

Van Gogh class: Talia 

Last week: 

Matisse class: Lucia 

Kandinsky class: Edward 

Picasso class: Joe 

Van Gogh class: Mia 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Kandinsky class with 100% Congratulations! 

Photo Gallery 

Matisse class looking at conkers and leaves 

closely with a magnifying glass 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Be kind to one another. 

(Ephesians 4:32) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kandinsky class enjoying their outdoor learning 

space. 

Picasso class enjoying their woodland learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van Gogh class being ‘Maths Detectives’. 


