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Important Dates 

Mon 15 Oct Woodlands learning Picasso  

Class all day 

Mon 15 Oct Tennis with By Pass + Move 

Years 1-4 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 17 Oct Tag Rugby 3.30pm -5.00pm 

@ Hastings Rugby Club 

Wed 17 Oct Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 18 Oct 

 

Quidditch Years 4 – 6 

3.30pm – 4.45pm 

Fri 19 Oct Inset day 

 

 

 

 

 

We had an amazing trip to Wakehurst Gardens on 

Wednesday where the children got to put on 

their white coats and become botanists for the 

day!  We worked in the laboratory to investigate 

the parts of a flower and looked at the role 

different parts of the flower played in flower 

reproduction.  We also took part in a workshop 

where we looked at the diverse range of plants 

and products that originate from the rainforests 

and went on a trail round the gardens comparing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

the vegetation here to what we would see in the 

tropics. 

In English we have drafted and written up our 

persuasive letters to Theresa May urging her to 

use Britain's global position to call a halt to 

deforestation.  We have researched deforestation 

and the impact it has on plants and animals which 

has enabled the children to be really passionate 

in their letters and back up their ideas with 

evidence. 

In maths we are now looking at multiplication 

and division.  Children in Years 5 and 6 should 

know all of their times tables up to 12x12.  The 

children practise these regularly at school, 

however, please ensure that you continue to 

question your child on these so that they are not 

forgotten!  We have also been discussing 

multiples, factors and prime numbers.   

Unfortunately, a number of children are still not 

completing either the online or paper homework 

that has been set.  A significant number of 

children are not reading at home.  Those who are 

completing their homework and reading at home 

are being rewarded with dojos.  Please support 
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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for the coming fortnight:  
Picturing Christianity: We end the term reflecting on the majesty of the Tree Cathedral in Milton Keynes, raising 
questions about our world and our environment. 
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your child by reminding them to complete their 

homework and write their reading in their 

reading record.  Homework is due in on 

Tuesdays.  Children who are not completing 

homework will need to start missing break times 

in line with other classes in the school. 

 

 

 

 

This week in the woodland we had our hardest 

challenge yet. Light a fire with a fire steel and 

actually keep it going! This took careful fire 

building, team work and perseverance (and an 

hour!) but we all achieved it. 

We are writing our own chapter for the book 

Krindlekrax. Corky has gone down into the sewer 

about is about to meet.... Krindlekrax. The pupils 

have been working hard on ZOOMING in on 

sentences and improving them, using fronted 

adverbials, adjectives and adverbs. They are all 

producing excellent writing and we even made 

our own mini crocodiles.  

Maths continued this week with a mini focus on 

times tables and division and how they are 

related. Keep practising your times tables facts 

for a fast recall.  

In topic we have moved on with Romans and are 

learning about Hadrian's wall and in science we 

have learned more about how animals are 

adapted to live in deserts.  

The Spelling Shed scores are through the roof! 

Great work everyone :-)  

 

 

 

 

Over the past two weeks, Kandinsky Class has 

have been working very hard, as always! In 

English, we have been finishing our own versions 

of ‘The Mixed-Up Chameleon’, using powerful 

adjectives and adverbs to write our own story 

openings. Our versions sound even better than 

Eric Carle’s original! We have also been learning 

all about rhyming words using the text, ‘Monkey 

Puzzle’.  We have written our own rhyming 

couplets about jungle creatures; they sound 

really fantastic. 

In Maths, we have been completing our work on 

place value, representing Tens and Ones using 

Dienes and Numicon and ordering numbers using 

the language of ‘more than’, ‘less than’ and 

‘equal to’. We’ve also been using ‘number 

crocodiles’ to compare numbers and solving 

problems related to this. Also, we have started to 

learn all about addition using part-whole models. 

We got out on the playground and made our own 

part-whole models using hoops and equipment, 

showing how two parts of a number add together 

to make the whole. The children had lots of fun 

with this! 

We had lots of fun in Science last week, planting 

some daffodil, tulip and bluebell bulbs, ready for 
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spring! We used our own class planter and used 

rulers to make sure the bulbs were planted 10cm 

deep. We also learnt all about what plants need 

to grow healthy and strong and we did an 

investigation based on this. We’ve planted one 

bean without any soil, one without any water, 

one without any air and one without any sunlight. 

We also planted one which has all three! We’ll be 

watching closely to see what results we get over 

the next few weeks. 

In Topic, we have completed our fact files on the 

computer, safely using Google to find images and 

facts about our chosen jungle animals. We used 

lots of features of Microsoft Word and the 

children have gained lots of confidence. We’ve 

also started learning our own song about noisy 

jungle animals, using body percussion to make 

the noises the creatures would make! 

 

 

 

 

Last week we based our learning on arctic 

animals. We read the story, ‘Cuddly Dudley’ 

which is all about a penguin. We started our work 

by ‘making’ some snow. We then put the animals 

in it so we knew they would be happy. We linked 

this to our English work and did some writing 

about a penguin standing outside his igloo, fishing 

with a net. We also linked in learning the letter 

sounds ‘p’, ‘I’ and ‘n’.  

In maths, we looked at our Numicon equipment. 

This is an ideal way to see numbers represented. 

The children made number lines and put the 

Numicon pieces on a board to make tessellating 

patterns. We have also been looking at 2D shapes 

and talking about the number of sides and 

corners and whether the shape is curved or 

straight. 

We also performed a great experiment with ice. 

We had frozen balloons with water beads inside 

them. The children had to work out how to ‘free’ 

the water beads without smashing the ice.  

This week we have been learning about the 

creation story. We have created some lovely 

artwork to depict day and night and we have 

drawn a man.  

We loved joining in World Mental Health Day and 

have become big fans of yoga. 

Seatbelts – Safety First! 

It has come to our attention that some children 

are not wearing seatbelts whilst in the car. May 

we remind parents that this is not only a legal 

requirement, but is paramount for your child’s 

safety. 

St. Michael’s is on social media!  

We have officially 

entered the social 

media world here 

at St. Michael’s and strongly encourage all 

parents to ‘like’ or ‘follow’ our social media 

pages. We will be using these to communicate 

important events/happenings at the school, 
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celebrate successes and share information. Here 

are our links – please feel free to share with 

friends in the community: 

Facebook: St Michael’s Playden CE 
Primary School 

 

 Instagram: @stmichaelsplayden 

 

 Twitter: @stmichaelsplayd 

 

We would remind parents that these are our 

official school pages and are not to be used as a 

forum for complaints or as a means of messaging 

the school – please go through official channels 

for these purposes. 

Stormont Awards 

This year marks the 2nd annual Stormont Awards 

held at Rye Art Gallery. Twenty-two children 

were chosen to be entered for the award and 

their work will be on display in the Gallery. There 

will be a prize giving ceremony in the Gallery on 

3rd November at 2:00 pm and the exhibition of all 

works will run for a further 3 weeks in Gallery 6. 

Please do go along to view their beautiful artwork 

and support the children.  

Congratulations to:  

Kandinsky class: Kenith, Vinnie, Mia, Sophia, 
Alex, Phoenix & Finian 

Picasso class: Melian, Connie, Taolin, Skye, Oscar, 
Laurie, Stan & Ranulph  

Van Gogh class: Kitty, Rosie, Jasmine, Lottie, 
Izabella, Jessica & Yinin 

 

 

Open Morning: 13th November 

St. Michael’s will be hosting an open morning for 

prospective parents on Tuesday 13th November 

from 9:30 am. We invite all parents of children 

who will be Reception-age in September 2019 to 

come along and see our school in action. We also 

ask all parents and carers to please share this 

with friends, family and the community. We are 

proud of our school and would like to share this 

with as many people as possible. 

 

A fantastic day was had by all as we celebrated 

World Mental Health day on Wednesday. We 

enjoyed yoga in the morning, ran a daily mile 

after lunch, and practiced mindfulness in the 

afternoon. All of this whilst ‘painting it purple’ for 



the charity Heads On. Thank you to all those 

parents who supported by donating £1 – we 

raised a total of £60. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Oliver 

Kandinsky class: Dottie 

Picasso class: Harry 

Van Gogh class: Lottie 

Last week: 

Matisse class: George 

Kandinsky class: Leo 

Picasso class: Cody 

Van Gogh class: Evie 

 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Saxon 

Picasso class: Jake 

Van Gogh class: Jessica 

Last week: 

Kandinsky class: Sophia 

Picasso class: Ashton 

Van Gogh class: Braydon 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Matisse class with 100% Congratulations! 

 

Closing Reflection 

I will praise you with all my heart. 

(Psalm 138:1) 


