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Important Dates 

Mon 5 Nov Football with Pass + Move  

Years 1-4 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 5 Nov Outdoor Games and 

Activities Club Y3-6 3.30pm 

-4.15pm 

Wed 5 Nov Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 5 Nov Parents Consultation  

3.45pm – 5.35pm 

Thurs 6 Nov 

 

Indoor Athletics Club 

Y5-6 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Thurs 6 Nov Parents Consultation  

3.45pm – 6.25pm 

Mon 12 Nov Football with Pass + Move  

Years 1-4 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 14 Nov Outdoor Games and 

Activities Club Y3-6 3.30pm 

-4.15pm 

Wed 14 Nov Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 15 Nov Indoor Athletics Club 

Y5-6 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Fri 16 Nov Children in Need ‘Do Your 

Thing’ 2.30pm in the school 

hall.  Parents welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

What a great first week back!  It was fantastic to 

receive so many pieces of homework and see  

 

 

 

 

 

how many children are really trying hard in their 

home learning too.  This term, if a child is not 

completing any home learning, then they will be 

missing break time. This is not only a tool to 

encourage engagement with homework, but also 

building responsibility as part of the transition 

process as they get ready for secondary school, 

(where there might be a whole afternoon’s 

detention for it!).  

While the expectation is that both the paperwork 

and online homework tasks are completed, (they 

will all be set weekly), we do understand that 

there may be issues with technology or that 

particular paper homework might be really 

tricky.  At this point in the year, children will only 

be kept in if they have completed none of the 

three types of homework set – the MyMaths 

tasks; the Spelling Shed assignment; the paper 

homework.  Another quick update is that our 

dictation session, where we assess the weekly 

spellings, has moved to a Tuesday afternoon. 

This term our topic is Hola Mexico! We will be 

learning about the country, its festivals and in 

particular, the history of the Maya culture who 

were established there until the Spanish 

conquest.  We have already learned about the 

Van Gogh 

class   

 

Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for Term 2:  
This term we are focusing on our Christian Value of LOVE. We will be exploring what love is and how it is 
expressed/represented in the Bible, and the various representations of love through the stories leading up to the 
birth of Jesus and the first Christmas. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+michael's+playden&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://yourschoolgames.com/your-school/profile/slug/st-michaels-church-of-england-primary-school-east-sussex/tab/blog/page/4&ei=ouI_VO-vB4_iaKOTgMgI&psig=AFQjCNG4Q2WXnM9KMvn2HZMcU6LGPesvqg&ust=1413559306748672
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Days of the Dead Festival where families 

welcome back the spirits of their loved ones and 

celebrate that these loved ones were once part of 

their lives.  While some of the costumes for Days 

of the Dead can be a little scary, it is a time of 

great celebration with parades and parties 

honouring the dead and forms an important part 

of the Roman Catholic traditions of the 

country (although it also has routes in Aztec 

culture). 

In English, our class text this term is Skellig and 

we have begun reading about Michael and what 

he finds in the decrepit, crumbling garage at the 

bottom of the overgrown garden.  We are looking 

at developing our descriptions of setting. 

In maths we have been continuing our focus on 

multiplication this week with further 

consolidation of formal methods for 

multiplication and application of our skills in word 

problems. 

 

 

 

 

Picasso class are already missing Mondays in the 

wood, but it is now too cold to be there all day.  

We have started our topic this term Food, 

Glorious Food! We are learning about food types, 

healthy diets and where our food comes from. 

Thank you for sending in so much food packaging, 

we will be looking at the nutritional content of 

the foods and discussing sugar intake. 

In Maths this term we will focus on formal 

written methods for addition and subtraction. We 

will build up an understanding of place value and 

the need to exchange. We will apply problem 

solving in a range of tasks.  

Learning times tables facts is still a major focus, 

please keep practising, in the car, bath and when 

out walking. Fast recall of the facts helps pupils a 

great deal in class.  

In English we are continuing to read Krindlekrax 

and learn more about using a range of 

punctuation and grammatical terms. Keep up the 

great work on Spelling Shed. 

In RE we are learning about pilgrimages and 

special journeys. If any of you have been on a 

special journey, come in and tell us about it. 

In PE we will be focusing on dance and 

gymnastics, and art will cover sketching, still life, 

water colours and printing.  Then it will be 

Christmas!  

 

 

 

 

In Kandinsky Class this term, we are learning all 

about ‘Righteous Robin Hood’. We will be looking 

at the medieval time period and learning about 

what life was like back then, as well as learning 

about the four UK countries and where 

Nottingham is on the map and in relation to us. 

We’ll use sources to discover who Robin Hood 

Kandinsky 

class   



was and how he was both good and bad, forming 

our own opinions about what he did to help the 

poor!  

Our Science and Design Technology will be linked 

as we’re learning all about waterproof materials 

and then using this knowledge to design, make 

and evaluate a mini waterproof shelter for Robin 

and his Merry Men for when they’re hiding out in 

the woods!  

We’ll also be using our MS Word skills to make 

‘Wanted’ posters for the cheeky outlaw. It’s going 

to be fun and very busy term! 

 

 

 

 

We are starting the year by looking at the Hindu 

festival of Diwali. We will be learning lots of facts 

about the celebrations and making our own diva 

pots. We will also design our own mehndi 

patterns as well as doing our own rangoli designs. 

We are then going to look at Bonfire Night and 

learn about the story behind it. We will make 

some colourful firework pictures and talk about 

the sounds fireworks make.  

We will spend a couple of weeks looking at 

stories about Elmer the elephant. We will link 

these to our phonics work as we learn the rest of 

our letter sounds.  

Just before we start work on Christmas, we will 

join in the whole school topic of Gargoyles. We 

have a lovely story about a gargoyle called Gary. 

Christmas will bring lots of creative work as well 

as the traditional nativity story.  

Like and Share!  

Please remember 

to ‘like’ and ‘share’ 

our social media 

pages with friends and family. We are using our 

Facebook page in particular for updates and 

reminders, and sharing success and celebrations. 

‘Like’ and keep informed! 

Facebook: St Michael’s Playden CE 
Primary School 

 

 Instagram: @stmichaelsplayden 

 

 Twitter: @stmichaelsplayd 

 

Stormont Awards 

We are so proud to announce that our entries to 

the Stormont Awards this year have produced 2 

winners! 

 Taolin (Picasso class) was runner up for 

her entry in the 5-7 age category 

 Yinin (Van Gogh class) won the Artwrite 

Prize 

What a creative family! 

The prize giving ceremony will take place in the 

Rye Art Gallery on 3rd November at 2:00 pm. An 

exhibition of all works will run for a further 3 

weeks in Gallery 6. Please do go along to view 

their beautiful artwork and support the children. 
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Zones of Regulation 

At St. Michael’s we are embedding the ‘Zones of 

Regulation’ as part of the culture of our school. 

This is a framework geared towards helping 

children consciously regulate their emotions and 

recognise when they are in different states called 

‘zones’, with each of the four zones represented 

by a different colour. We will be exploring 

calming techniques and strategies to deepen 

their understanding of their own reactions and 

emotions. Why don’t you ask your child about it? 

Open up a discussion – it’s amazing what you 

might learn. 

 

Parent Consultations 

If you haven’t yet done so, 

please remember to sign 

up for an appointment 

with your child’s class 

teacher on either 

Wednesday 7th or Thursday 8th November. This is 

an opportunity to discuss your child’s attainment 

and progress, and ways forward for your child 

this year. Sign-up sheets are in the foyer of the 

school office. 

 

 

Open Morning: 13th November 

St. Michael’s will be hosting an open morning for 

prospective parents on Tuesday 13th November 

from 9:30 am. We invite all parents of children 

who will be Reception-age in September 2019 to 

come along and see our school in action. We also 

ask all parents and carers to please share this 

with friends, family and the community. We are 

proud of our school and would like to share this 

with as many people as possible. 

Sussex Police: ParentZone 

A message from Sussex Police for parents to 

check out ParentZone’s free parent guides with 

information on all the latest websites, apps and 

digital trends; from live-streaming platform 

Twitch to popular online game Fortnite, take a 

look at the following link for expert advice:   

https://parentzone.org.uk/advice/parent-guides 

https://parentzone.org.uk/advice/parent-guides


Children in Need: ‘Do Your Thing’ on 

16th November 

This year, St. Michael’s will be supporting 

Children in Need with their fundraising theme of 

‘Do Your Thing – we’ve all got one. A thing we 

love doing, a thing we’ve always wanted to do or 

just a thing we could do’. To this end we will be 

hosting our 2nd Playden’s Got Talent competition 

where the children can ‘do their thing’ on Friday 

16th November at 2:30 pm in the school hall. 

Parents are invited to join us for this showcase 

extravaganza (entrance donations on the door). 

All children are invited to dress in yellow 

(‘Children in Need’ accessories welcome) for a £1 

donation. We hope that you support us in making 

a difference to children’s lives across the UK.  

 

Volunteer Readers 

We are looking for volunteer readers to come in 

and read with the children. If you, or a 

grandparent or other family member would like 

to support the school in this way, please contact 

the school office at your earliest convenience. 

Reading with children on a one-to-one basis can 

help to turn them into confident and passionate 

readers. Volunteer today to make a lasting 

difference to a child’s life! 

PSA: Urgent! 

A last call reminder for parents to come forward 

and register their interest in being part of the 

PSA! We have three interested parties but need 

more to maintain it and make it a success. Please 

contact the school office by Friday 9th November 

(extended deadline) or the PSA will have to be 

shut down. 

Attendance 

We remind parents of the importance of 

excellent attendance. It is our duty as an East 

Sussex school to monitor and track attendance; if 

your child has poor attendance you will receive a 

letter of concern. Cases of consistently poor 

attendance may be referred to the East Sussex 

Behaviour and Attendance Service (ESBAS). 

Please help us to avoid these referrals and 

instead, to celebrate excellent attendance at St. 

Michael’s. 

Always consider, ‘Does my child really need to be 

off school?’ – please see the attached guidelines 

for absence due to illness. 

School dinner money 

Please be reminded that all dinner money must 

be paid on time to Chartwells. The kitchen cannot 

provide meals without payment. 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Elliott 

Kandinsky class: Henry 

Picasso class: Laurie 

Van Gogh class: Niamh 



 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Henry 

Picasso class: Melian 

Van Gogh class: Milo 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Matisse class with 100% Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Live as children of LIGHT. 

(Ephesians 5:8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


