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Important Dates 

Mon 19 Nov Football with Pass + Move  

Years 1-4 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 21 Nov Outdoor Games and 

Activities Club Y3-6 3.30pm 

-4.15pm 

Wed 21 Nov Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 22 Nov 

 

Indoor Athletics Club 

Y5-6 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Mon 26 Nov Football with Pass + Move  

Years 1-4 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Tue 27 Nov Y5/6 Willow Lantern 

workshop during school 

time. 

Wed 28 Nov Outdoor Games and 

Activities Club Y3-6 3.30pm 

-4.15pm 

Wed 28 Nov Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 29 Nov Indoor Athletics Club 

Y5-6 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Fri 30  Nov Cake Sale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through our topic, we have moved onto 

learning about the Ancient Maya civilisation who 

lived in Mexico and some of the surrounding  

 

 

 

 

 

countries up until the Spanish conquests in 

approximately 1500 AD.  The Maya were similar 

to the Ancient Egyptians, Greeks and Romans in 

that they worshiped many gods who had 

different functions.  We have also learned about 

the Maya number system - this was one of the 

first number systems to include the concept 0 

and place value!  The numbers 1-19 were easy to 

recognise, but we began to struggle when we 

looked at numbers larger than this. 

In English we are continuing with our book 

'Skellig' by David Almond.  Michael has recently 

moved house to a new area; has a new baby 

sister who is quite poorly and taking up a lot of 

his parents time; and has discovered something 

living in the falling-down garage at the bottom of 

the garden.  We have been thinking about how 

Michael is feeling with all of this going on and 

considering which of our zones of regulation he 

might be in. 

In maths the year 6s have been learning long 

division while the year 5s have been continuing to 

practise short division.  We have been using the 

saying 'Does McDonalds Serve Cheese Burgers' 

Van Gogh 
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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for the coming fortnight:  
We continue to focus on our Christian Value of LOVE as we prepare for Christ’s birth, as the season of Advent 
begins. We will also be looking at the journey to Bethlem and the Nativity story where the love of Jesus’ parents is 
most evident. 
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(Divide, Multiply, Subtract, Check, Bring down) to 

help us remember the steps and sequence 

needed for long division where we subtract 

multiples of the divisor (the number we are 

dividing into) from the dividend (the number we 

are dividing). 

We also spent some time on Friday creating some 

poppies and looking at some of the history of the 

Great War.  The children were shocked to learn 

about the conditions that the soldiers endured in 

the trenches and had empathy for the soldiers 

who came home with 'shellshock'. 

This week the children have been excellent 

ambassadors for our school, leading the 

prospective parents for our open morning on 

tours of our facilities and giving talks about 

certain aspects of the school day.  We are very 

proud of them all.  In addition to our lessons, we 

have also been getting ready for our Children In 

Need extravaganza, 'Playden's Got Talent' and 

wish all participants the best of luck. 

 

 

 

 

Over the last two weeks, we have been working 

very hard on formal written methods for addition 

and subtraction. This has included the need to 

exchange which is a tricky concept! We have 

been using place value counters to help.  

In English we are learning more about parts of 

speech - this week 'nouns'. We have also been 

writing our own limericks - much much more 

difficult that you might think! 

In PE we are continuing with dance and 

gymnastics and of course, doing the Daily Mile as 

often as possible.  

In science we put a tooth in some coca cola to see 

what happened... ask us! Our experiment showed 

how much damage the sugar and chemicals can 

cause to our teeth. We are now moving on to 

learn more about our bones and muscles.  

The competition in spelling shed is hotting up! 

Keep practising. There is also homework set 

weekly on My Maths. Please let Mrs Pepler know 

if you can't access it. 

We are also now on the challenge of the 6 times 

tables.  

 

 

 

 

Over the past two weeks, Kandinsky Class have 

really got stuck into their ‘Righteous Robin Hood’ 

topic, learning all about the facts and fiction 

behind the stories of the outlaw. We have made 

Robin Hood hats and mini-bows and arrows to 

really get into character too! We have enjoyed 

learning about the four countries of the UK, their 

capital cities and their flags, as well as identifying 

where Nottingham is on the map and how far it is 

away from us on the South Coast! 

Also, we have done lots of computer research all 

about Robin Hood and tried to find some answers 
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to our questions about how he lived and whether 

he actually was a real person. We have also 

begun to design and make some ‘Wanted’ 

posters for Robin using our MS Word skills. They 

are looking great so far and the ‘reward’ offers on 

the posters are pretty generous! 

In English, we have written some beautiful 

character descriptions of Robin Hood, using 

lovely sentence openers and commas to separate 

adjectives. Also, we have been retelling lots of 

Robin Hood adventures using drama and 

storyboards, and we have now begun to write our 

own versions of one of these tales; where Robin 

meets Little John. We have looked at exciting 

sentence openers and up-levelling our writing 

using lots of adjectives and adverbs. 

We are continuing our work on addition and 

subtraction in Maths and we have spent the past 

couple of weeks learning lots of different 

methods for this; using number lines, apparatus 

such as Dienes and counters and also drawing 

pictures to help solve problems. The children 

have really gained confidence when choosing the 

quickest method and one they feel confident 

with, and they have enjoyed trying some tricky 

calculations!  

 

 

 

Last week we learnt the true story behind Bonfire 

Night. We liked hearing about the plot to blow up 

parliament and now we all know who Guy Fawkes 

was.  

We linked our learning to our phonics work and 

matched our artwork too. We painted the Houses 

of Parliament for 'h', a bonfire for 'b' and 

fireworks for 'f'.  

In Maths, we ordered numbers to 10 then started 

looking at numbers beyond 10 and we are now 

looking at ways to add two numbers together. 

This week, we have begun looking at Elmer 

stories. We have been playing with our toy 

elephants and looking at the colours in Elmer's 

patchwork body. We thought about how Elmer is 

quite unique, then what things make each of us 

special. We have linked our creative work to the 

sounds 'e', 'u' and 'r'.  

We have been spending as much time outside as 

we can despite the rain. We are especially 

enjoying using chalk on the large board and 

building with the large wooden bricks.  

Zones of Regulation: Parent Guide 

We have had lots of positive feedback about the 

‘Zones’ that we are using in school. Several 

parents have requested further information 

about them. Please find attached to this 

newsletter, a Parent Guide which explains what 

they are and how they are used in school. If we 

use the language of the zones together and there 

is a joined-up approach to this framework, your 

children will be even better supported. Try using 

them at home too! 

Volunteer Readers 

We have only had one volunteer come forward 

since our last newsletter. Reading with children 
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on a one-to-one basis can help to turn them into 

confident and passionate readers. We have 

recently lost a volunteer whose work and support 

was invaluable to the school. Please consider 

volunteering today to make a lasting difference to 

a child’s life! 

Van Gogh Cake Sale! 

Please support Van Gogh class with their cake 

sale on Friday 30th November. They are raising 

funds to pay for a Willow Lantern Workshop 

through which they will be producing beautiful 

large-scale lanterns for the Rye Christmas 

Procession on 8th December.  

This is a very rewarding activity which the year 

5/6 class thoroughly enjoyed last year. Please 

support them and the whole school community 

as these lanterns will be used by St. Michael’s 

pupils in the Christmas procession. 

 

 

 

 

Please also see the attached letter from the Local 

Authority Parking Services. They are having a 

consultation on parking restrictions and 

enforcements around schools as they intend to 

introduce the necessary legal powers to enforce 

‘school keep clear markings’. To ensure your voice 

is heard, please respond to the consultation by 

14th January. 

 

Closing Reflection 

I am with you always. 

(Matthew 28:20) 

 

Parents’ Panel 

Supporting our Parents and the Community 

 


