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Important Dates 

Tues 18 Dec Christmas Nativity at Iden 

Church 2.15pm 

Wed 19 Dec Christmas Nativity at Iden 

Church 2.15pm 

Wed 19 Dec Last day of term 

Thurs 3 

January 2019 

First day of term 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a wonderful start to our Gargoyle theme 

with local story-teller, Kevin Graal.  The children 

have been very engaged with this book and have 

used ambitious vocabulary to write letters 

complaining to the local council to try and stop 

pesky pigeons from defecating on our heads!   In 

art we have drawn gargoyles, using charcoal to 

create shadows. 

In maths we have continued our work on 

fractions, practising our finding equivalent 

fraction work as we add and subtract fractions 

with different denominators.   

 

 

 

 

 

In science we have been investigating circuits in 

electricity, adding components such as bulbs, 

motors, switches and buzzers and recording our 

circuits using scientific notation.   

 

 

 

 

If you need a complaint letter written, then 

Picasso class are the ones to ask! Acting as 

Gargoyles, they wrote letters of complaint to the 

council, moaning about the pigeons. What a 

grumpy bunch of Gargoyles they are! 

We have been learning a lot more about 

grammar and how to add the suffix -ly to 

adjectives to turn them into adverbs. We have 

also been practising our homophones. 

In maths we are learning more about 2D and 3D 

shapes and their properties. Please also keep 

practising times tables and completing maths and 

spelling homework. We are loving maths 

detectives and finding different ways of 

representing numbers.  

Van Gogh 

class   

 

Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship to the end of term:  
We will be practising in earnest, all the songs for our upcoming Nativity services on Tuesday and Wednesday 
afternoons and look forward to seeing you there to join us in a whole-school celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+michael's+playden&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://yourschoolgames.com/your-school/profile/slug/st-michaels-church-of-england-primary-school-east-sussex/tab/blog/page/4&ei=ouI_VO-vB4_iaKOTgMgI&psig=AFQjCNG4Q2WXnM9KMvn2HZMcU6LGPesvqg&ust=1413559306748672


In PE we are continuing to develop our gymnastic 

skills with Mr Taylor and are looking forward to 

swimming next term. In music we are learning all 

our songs for the nativity service.  

The laptops are working better now so we have 

been learning to code, write presentations and 

use various tools in Word.  

We can't wait for the holidays! 

 

 

 

We have all been working on a new mini-topic 

over the past two weeks: ‘The Night of the 

Gargoyles’. All classes have been producing work 

based on a book of the same name and the work 

produced in Kandinsky class has been really 

super! 

After our amazing WOW day, we were inspired to 

write all about the gruesome gargoyles in the 

book and what they get up to when the night 

comes. We looked closely at the wonderful word 

choices in the text and then came up with our 

own versions of the opening two pages, using 

exciting verbs, adverbs and adjectives.  

We have also created some great drama pieces 

based on the fountain scene in the book, where 

all the gargoyles meet to complain about their 

horrible experiences. We focused on really 

getting into character, thinking about how to hold 

our bodies, our facial expressions and voices, so 

we really looked and sounded like grumpy 

gargoyles! The performances were so impressive 

and really helped to inform some amazing diary 

entries later in the week. We wrote as though we 

were a gargoyle, including lots of detail about 

what happened to us and how we felt about it. 

We have also tied this into our PSHE work on the 

‘Zones of Regulation’, discussing which zones the 

gargoyles are in at different stages of the story. 

Our Maths work has also touched upon the 

‘Gargoyles’ work, as we have been learning about 

2D and 3D shapes. We have learnt to identify lots 

of different shapes and we even searched for 

them in the pictures from the book! Someone 

even found an irregular hexagon on one of the 

pages! We have been searching for 2D and 3D 

shapes in our environment, so don’t be surprised 

if the children start spotting cylinders and cuboids 

all over the place! 

Finally, we have had some fun with arts and 

crafts, as part of this mini-topic. The children 

have been using a range of sketching pencils to 

recreate some of the images from the text in as 

much accurate detail as possible, and then 

experimenting with light and dark shading to 

show shadows. We have also used some air-

drying clay to model our own mini-gargoyles, 

which look pretty creepy!  

 

 

 

Last week we joined in the whole school topic of 

Gargoyles. We read 'Gary the Gargoyle'. This is 

about a gargoyle who is ironically scared of 

heights. He decides to sit on a lower building and 

Kandinsky 

class   

Matisse 

class   

 



spends his time helping the people in his 

community. The children loved hearing about him 

and learned lots of facts about gargoyles. Gary 

ended up being married and, of course, lived 

happily ever after.  

When the storyteller worked with us we did some 

great collaborative drawing with him. We also 

looked at the sounds: ll, ff and ss and looked at 

some words which contain these sounds. When 

the school nurses came in to measure us we also 

measured ourselves and worked out which ones 

of us were the tallest and shortest.  

This week, we have been hearing the Christmas 

story. We are very busy learning songs and 

making cards and decorations. We have written 

letters to Father Christmas explaining that we 

have been very good and asking him for a nice 

present. We are all now very excited about the 

Christmas holiday.  

Bubble and Squeak 

We are pleased to announce that our beautiful 

guinea pigs now have names! After a long and 

difficult process of elimination, it was decided 

that ‘Bubble and Squeak’ were perfect names for 

the latest additions to the St. Michael’s 

community. Congratulations to Jack and Mrs. 

Holland who both suggested these names for our 

pets. 

 

Rye Christmas Festival Parade 

A huge thank you to those parents and children 

who took part and represented St. Michael’s in 

last Saturday’s Rye Christmas Festival Parade 

(despite the rain!). Our lanterns were beautiful 

and it made for a perfect start to the Christmas 

season. 

 

Nativity Services 

We invite all parents and carers to join us for our 

upcoming Nativity Services at Iden Church. These 

services will take place on Tuesday 18th and 

Wednesday 19th December at 2.15 pm. Parents 

are reminded that all children are required to be 

collected directly from the church at 3.00 pm on 

both days.  

Iden Church is a very small church and spaces are 

limited. As previously communicated, seating is 

ticketed for health and safety reasons. If you 

require a ticket and have not yet booked one, 

please see Mrs. Sheppard in the school office. 

After-School clubs 

A reminder that due to the Nativity Services 

(above), there will be NO after-school club on 

Tuesday 18th or Wednesday 19th December. 

 



Winter Crisis Plan 

This is a reminder that in the case of adverse 

weather over the Christmas break which may 

necessitate a school closure, please check the 

County website below:  

https://apps.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlear

ning/schools/schoolclosures/ 

Local radio stations will also be contacted and our 

website will be updated to reflect any closures at 

the first opportunity, so please check this if 

unsure. All families will also be notified by text. 

Christmas Wishes 

I would like to once again thank you for your 

continued support in making St. Michael’s CE 

Primary School such a special place to work. 

Having had a very busy countdown to Christmas, 

we look forward to a bit of relaxation and festive 

fun over the holidays.  

As this is our final newsletter of the term, I wish 

you all an enjoyable Christmas break and a very 

happy and prosperous New Year. I look forward 

to welcoming the children back on Thursday 3rd 

January, 2019. 

Mrs. C. Marshall 
Head of School 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

She will bear a Son; and you 

shall call His name Jesus, for 

He will save His people from 

their sins. 

(Matthew 1:21) 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As the Autumn term draws to a close and the 
school goes into an overdrive of Christmas 
activities, the Governors are delighted to deliver 
their own little bit of good cheer. 

We are pleased to announce that following an 
application and interview process, Mrs. Marshall 
has been appointed Headteacher with effect from 
the start of the new year. 

We are sure that you will join with us in wishing 
her heartfelt congratulations and hoping that she 
has every success with this, the next step in her 
career. 

We take this opportunity to wish everyone 
connected with the school – the children, staff, 
parents and carers, and the wider community, a 
peaceful and joyful Christmas. 

Stay safe, and we look forward to seeing you all 
again in 2019. 

Merry Christmas! 

John Crouch 
Vice Chair 

 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Matisse class with 97% Congratulations! 
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