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Important Dates 

Mon 3 Dec Football with Pass + Move  

Years 1-4 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 5 Dec Outdoor Games and 

Activities Club Y3-6 3.30pm 

-4.15pm 

Wed 5 Dec Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 6 Dec 

 

Indoor Athletics Club 

Y5-6 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Sat 8 Dec Rye Christmas Festival 

 

Mon 10 Dec Football with Pass + Move  

Years 1-4 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Mon 10 Dec Bikeability week Y6 

 

Tue 11 Dec Flu vaccinations for Yr-Y5 

 

Wed 12 Dec Outdoor Games and 

Activities Club Y3-6 3.30pm 

-4.15pm 

Wed 12 Dec  Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 13 Dec Indoor Athletics Club 

Y5-6 3.30pm 4.30pm 

Christmas 

information 

 

Please see separate hand 

out on Christmas at St 

Michael’s 

 

 

 

 

We have had such a packed week!  On Monday 

we designed and made fantastic Mexican inspired 

lunch-time wraps.  We had to explain our  

 

 

 

 

ingredient choices based on their nutritional 

value.  Some children experimented with spice to 

add extra flavour and, after tasting our wraps, we 

evaluated our products and considered what we 

would change to make them even better. 

On Tuesday we completed an amazing workshop 

with Radiator Arts where we constructed our 

lanterns for this year's Rye Christmas Festival 

procession.  We worked with willow and learned 

how to carefully bend it into shape and then 

covered the structure with a special type of tissue 

paper that contracts when it dries.  They look 

fabulous and we are looking forward to showing 

them off on Saturday, 8th December. 

In English last week we started writing our 

stories.  This week we have had a short break 

from these so that we can write instructions for 

how to create our marvellous lanterns.   

In maths we are focusing on fractions, looking at 

what happens to both the numerator and 

denominator when we are simplifying 

fractions.  We will be considering the value of 

fractions in order to place them in size order.  We 

are also learning to convert the fractions to a 

Van Gogh 
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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for the coming fortnight:  
We continue to focus on our Christian Value of LOVE as we prepare for Christ’s birth; we will be continuing our 
work on the season of Advent. We will be thinking of the love of the Magi as they came to worship and adore 
Jesus, and of course, we’ll be practising in earnest for our upcoming Nativity Services at Iden Church. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+michael's+playden&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://yourschoolgames.com/your-school/profile/slug/st-michaels-church-of-england-primary-school-east-sussex/tab/blog/page/4&ei=ouI_VO-vB4_iaKOTgMgI&psig=AFQjCNG4Q2WXnM9KMvn2HZMcU6LGPesvqg&ust=1413559306748672
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common denominator in order to make it easier 

to compare them.   

Returning to our topic work, our aim is to create 

tourist information leaflets for Chichen Itza, a 

Maya temple in Mexico.  The children have begun 

researching for these and we hope to complete 

them as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

Well, we are reaching the thrilling last few 

chapters of our book, Krindlekrax and Ruskin is 

about to show if he really is a hero! The pupils are 

writing their own ending chapters, putting 

everything into place that we have learned about 

improving our writing.  

Please can I remind everyone to use Spelling Shed 

as often as they can. Not everyone is using it to 

its full potential - more practice = improved 

spelling! 

In maths we are working on times tables and 

division, please keep practising your fast recall, it 

really helps with work in class. We are going to be 

working on some challenges to build resilience 

and perseverance.  

In Science we have been learning more about 

muscles and bones and completed some active 

challenges. Some of us agreed that we need to 

work on strength. 

In RE we are now learning about the events 

leading up to the birth of Jesus and in PE we have 

been working on dance and gymnastics. We 

participate in dance with Go Noodle and take part 

in our Daily Mile.  

The class were fortunate to have a supply teacher 

in on Tuesday, who is a historian and they 

learned all about the Irish Potato famine! 

 

 

 

 

Over the past two weeks, Kandinsky Class have 

really got stuck into their ‘Righteous Robin Hood’ 

topic, learning all about the facts and fiction 

behind the stories of the outlaw. We have made 

Robin Hood hats and mini-bows and arrows to 

really get into character too! We have enjoyed 

learning about the four countries of the UK, their 

capital cities and their flags, as well as identifying 

where Nottingham is on the map and how far it is 

away from us on the South Coast! 

Also, we have done lots of computer research all 

about Robin Hood and tried to find some answers 

to our questions about how he lived and whether 

he actually was a real person. We have also 

begun to design and make some ‘Wanted’ 

posters for Robin using our MS Word skills. They 

are looking great so far and the ‘reward’ offers on 

the posters are pretty generous! 

In English, we have written some beautiful 

character descriptions of Robin Hood, using 

lovely sentence openers and commas to separate 

adjectives. Also, we have been retelling lots of 

Kandinsky 
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Robin Hood adventures using drama and 

storyboards, and we have now begun to write our 

own versions of one of these tales; where Robin 

meets Little John. We have looked at exciting 

sentence openers and up-levelling our writing 

using lots of adjectives and adverbs. 

We are continuing our work on addition and 

subtraction in Maths and we have spent the past 

couple of weeks learning lots of different 

methods for this; using number lines, apparatus 

such as Dienes and counters and also drawing 

pictures to help solve problems. The children 

have really gained confidence when choosing the 

quickest method and one they feel most 

confident with, and they have enjoyed trying 

some tricky calculations!  

 

 

 

Last week we started our work on Elmer. We 

linked our phonics and creative work as usual by 

painting and Elmer (e), with an umbrella (u) 

standing under a rainbow (r). The children are 

making great progress in forming letters and 

choosing the right letters to match a sound 

independently.  

In maths, we looked at addition and we are 

beginning to learn the strategy of counting on 

from the biggest number. We have also been 

practising adding by counting on and 

consolidating our number recognition. 

We have made a wonderful 3D elephant and we 

will be turning it into Elmer this week. We have 

made some individual Elmers out of milk bottles 

which live in 'Elmer Land'. This week, we have 

been doing some collaborative artwork on the 

Elmer theme and discussing all the things we 

know about him.  

We have been thinking about all the things we 

have learned about Elmer from the stories we 

have read as well as retelling them ourselves.  

Our beautiful guniea pigs have arrived in school. 

We absolutely love them and are letting them 

settle before we take them out of their cage for 

cuddles.  

Sports News  

Speed Bounce Challenge 

Our Sports Crew have been 

busy conducted the first 

playtime challenge of the year - the Speed 

Bounce. Winners have now been announced, 

congratulated in assembly and put up on our 

sports board at school. Congratulations to: 
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Cross Country Finalists 

Congratulations to both Henry and Melian from 

Picasso Class who represented the school in the 

Area finals of cross country earlier this week. In 

an event with over 250 other runners from across 

Hastings and Rother, they both finished in a 

fantastic 13th position - well done to both of 

them! 

Dance Competition 

The annual intra-school dance competition took 

place at school this afternoon. At the time of 

writing the winners have yet to be announced. 

Over 30 pupils from KS2 have entered the 

competition this year with boys making up almost 

half of these. A select group will now be selected 

to form our Time to Dance squad who will get an 

opportunity to perform at the White Rock 

Theatre!  

Another GOLD Award! 

We have received the GOLD School Games Mark 

for a third year running! This award is part of a 

government led scheme that rewards schools for 

their commitment to the development of 

competition across their school and into 

the community and we are delighted to have 

been recognised yet again for our success.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lanterns Galore: join us at the Rye 

Christmas Festival Parade! 

Van Gogh class were very lucky to take part in a 

workshop led by Radiator Arts on Tuesday. They 

worked in teams to make beautiful candy cane 

willow lanterns which will be used in the Rye 

Christmas Festival parade.  

All are welcome to join us and represent St. 

Michael’s at this event. Those committed to 

holding lanterns, to assemble at the Rye Baptist 

Church at 4:00 pm on Saturday 8th December. All 

schools will leave from here and depart for the 

station where the procession begins.  

Other children and parents willing to join the 

procession and represent St. Michael’s, to be at 

the station by 4:15 pm. Everyone is encouraged 

to wear Christmas jumpers, hats or costumes. 

You are welcome to bring bells, tambourines or 

any other jingly Christmas instruments you may 

have; small torches are also welcome. All children 

must be accompanied by a responsible adult at all 

times. Please support us on this wonderful 

evening to kick-start the Christmas celebrations! 

 



Christmas at St. Michael’s 

Please see the letter outlining the upcoming 

Christmas festivities at St. Michael’s and pop 

these important dates in to your diaries! Do 

ensure that you sign and return the permission 

slip for transport to the Nativity services. 

Christmas Post 

Our special Christmas Post Box is up and running 

in the foyer. This is available for children to ‘post’ 

cards to their friends and classmates. The cards 

will be delivered before the end of term. Last 

posting date is Friday 14th December! 

 

Breakfast & After-School clubs 

Parents are reminded that pre-booking is 

required for these clubs; this is to be done via 

SchoolMoney. As places at these clubs are limited 

due to child:adult ratios, if a place is booked and 

not taken up, you will still be charged as it means 

that we are unable to offer it to someone else. 

Bookings can be made up until midnight the night 

before. We do realise that occasionally there 

might be exceptional circumstances that prevent 

a child from attending once a place has been 

booked and on those rare occasions, we will give 

due consideration to such circumstances. 

Landscape gardeners? Path builders? 

We would love to create paths from the 

playground to the ‘Peaceful Place’, our Reflection 

bench and the soft-play area on the field. During 

the winter months the field gets very boggy and 

remains out of bounds, which means that the 

children have a smaller play area to use. Paths to 

these specific spots would mean that they would 

be able to access alternative areas to use during 

their break times in the winter. If there are any 

parents out there who can provide the time or 

resources needed to make this a reality for the 

children, we would be most grateful (as would 

they!). Please contact the school office if you can 

help. Thank you so much in advance for your 

support to make St. Michael’s even better for the 

children. 

 

 

 

Parents are invited to attend the event below: 
‘Emotional development milestones and autism’ 
on Thursday 13th December, 7-9pm at The 
Phoenix Centre in Lewes. Tickets may be 
purchased at: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/icontact/191058 

  

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Panel 

Supporting our Parents and the Community 

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/icontact/191058


 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Since the last message in Governors’ Corner there 
have been several changes, of which we are now 
able to update you. For personal reasons, Greg 
Russell has resigned from the Board. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank him for all 
the support he has given to the school over 
several years and wish him well. 

As an interim measure, until July 2019, the 
Shadow Governing Board will be chaired by Mrs 
Patricia Metham. Patricia is an experienced chair, 
past headteacher and an HMI, so will bring a 
wealth support and leadership to the Board as it 
develops. I have been elected as the Vice-Chair, 
building on my position as chair of the Quercus 
Federation, with which St. Michael’s is in a formal 
partnership. 

Should you wish to contact either Patricia or 
myself, this can be done via the school office or 
email clerk@playdenschool.com 

I had the pleasure in meeting several of the 
parents at the school gate on Monday, and look 
forward to meeting more of you whenever I am in 
school. 

I am pleased to advise that further to the appeal 
for parents to come forward as Governors for the 
school, Dr James Bennett has put himself forward 
and is being accepted to join. 

Should any other parents be interested in joining 
us could they please get in touch using the email 
above. If you know of anyone who is not a parent, 
but might be able to support the school we would 
welcome hearing from them as well. The stronger 
we can make the Board, the better we can 
support the school. 

Best wishes 

John Crouch 
Vice Chair 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Esmé 

Kandinsky class: Finian 

Picasso class: Jamie 

Van Gogh class: Sophia 

Last week: 

Kandinsky class: Mia 

Picasso class: George 

Van Gogh class: Kitty 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Isaac 

Picasso class: Harrison 

Van Gogh class: Erin 

Last week: 

Kandinsky class: Leyland 

Picasso class: Lewis 

Van Gogh class: Jack 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Van Gogh class with 97% Congratulations! 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

We love because He first 

loved us. 

(John 4:19) 

 


