
St Michael’s CE Primary 

Newsletter 
  

17th May 2019 
 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

Mon 20 May 

 

Picasso class trip Kent & 

East Sussex Railways 

Tues 21 May Pass + move Football club  

KS1 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 22 May Football Club KS2 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 22 May Movers and Groovers  

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 22 May Yoga and Mindfulness Club 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 23 May 

 

Van Gogh class trip Dover 

Castle  

Fri 24 May 

 

Mufti Day please bring a 

prize for the tombola 

Monday 3 June  Inset Day 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 6s have now completed their SATs 

papers! They have worked so hard and put an 

amazing amount of effort into their learning.  We 

know that the children have made an outstanding 

amount progress this year and we are all 

extremely proud of them.  Today we have had 

our VE Day party and shared the script for this 

year's play with the children.   

For our play this year, we will be performing 

'Panto Pandemonium - a hilarious battle between  

 

 

 

good and evil that all takes place in Pantoland, to 

a soundtrack of fantastic music...' (Starshine 

Music). The play includes all of the panto 

favourites including: Jack, the Giant, Aladdin, 

Cinderella, the Ugly Sisters, Seven Dwarfs, a 

Pantomime Cow and an evil Witch! 

This week, the Year 5s have spent their mornings, 

while the Year 6s have been completing their 

SATs, working on independent projects relating to 

our World War topic.  Once we were all back 

together again, our classroom turned into a hive 

of industry, producing bunting to decorate the 

field with for our VE Day celebration.  The 

children have used templates to cut their own 

pattern pieces; used 'bondaweb' to create their 

designs and affix it to their materials; 

embroidered around the edges of their designs; 

and used a vintage, hand-crank Vesta sewing 

machine to sew their two pattern pieces 

together.  The bunting is looking fabulous! 

In English, we have begun working on Rose 

Blanche, a wonderful picture book about a young 

girl living in Germany, who is perplexed by the 

number of trucks travelling through her quiet 

village.  So far, we have written descriptive pieces 

concentrating on expanded noun phrases and the 

children have written the story for a picture, 
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Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for this term:  
In the next week we will be looking at the story of The Ant Hill; a story about truth and honesty. Next term we will 
be reviewing all our Christian values, reminding ourselves of the importance of them in our lives. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+michael's+playden&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://yourschoolgames.com/your-school/profile/slug/st-michaels-church-of-england-primary-school-east-sussex/tab/blog/page/4&ei=ouI_VO-vB4_iaKOTgMgI&psig=AFQjCNG4Q2WXnM9KMvn2HZMcU6LGPesvqg&ust=1413559306748672
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ensuring that they include accurately 

punctuated dialogue.  

 

 

 

 

This week we have been learning so much more 

about trains. We have been researching trains 

used during World War 1 and 2, including 

ambulance trains and armoured trains. The pupils 

are using the information they have found out to 

write their own non-fiction reports. We are very 

much looking forward to taking part in the 

evacuee experience on Monday and thinking 

about how the evacuated children felt during this 

time. We have read an extract from a book on a 

child in the war and sketched pictures that 

capture the mood.  

Laurie's mum has been in again and we have 

made little suitcases and gas masks to take on our 

trip. They look fabulous! 

In maths we are reviewing decimals and formal 

methods for addition and subtraction. We are 

applying these skills in problem solving. Year 4 

are working on 2 step problems and using bar 

models.  

In PE Mr Taylor is working on tennis skills and we 

are very proud of the class members who came 

first in their competition recently.  

In Science with Miss O' Rourke they are learning 

all about habits and classification.  

 

 

 

 

In English we have been working on writing 

chronological recounts of our amazing class trip 

to Brighton Sealife Centre. We had such a fun-

filled day, despite the train disasters we 

encountered on our return to Rye – that’s what 

we get for booking a trip on the 13th!  

The recounts that the children have been writing 

have focused on developing the Year 2s’ 

connecting vocabulary, building coherency 

throughout their writing and allowing them to 

consider appropriate vocabulary choices for their 

sentence openers. We have also built in some 

opportunities for the Year 2s to use some more 

mature punctuation choices, such as exclamation 

marks and apostrophes for contraction and 

possession.  The Year 1s’ recounts also sound 

fantastic, as they have focused on getting the 

chronology of their retelling correct and using 

appropriate time conjunctions such as ‘then’, 

‘next’ and ‘after that’ to sequence their 

narratives.  

In Maths, the children have continued their work 

on measurement but have been focusing on 

volume and capacity. We identified the difference 

between these terms and used examples to 

support this understanding. Then we began our 

messy measuring! The Year 1s have been working 

with non-standard measurements, using cups of 

rice to measure and compare the capacities of 

different containers. They ordered measurements 

to demonstrate their understanding of key 
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vocabulary and have also begun to solve some 

tricky problems regarding volumes. The Year 2s 

have been using the outdoor classroom area, 

water and measuring cylinders to measure the 

capacity of different containers, first in millilitres 

and then litres. They have also begun to convert 

between these units, using decimal points. 

The Year 2s began their SATs last week and have 

already completed their Reading and SPaG 

papers. They are working hard, doing their very 

best and proving just how fantastic they are! 

Therefore, we have been spending some time 

practising with past papers and seeing how the 

questions may look, as well as identifying little 

gaps to be filled. During these sessions, the Year 

1s have been enjoying some focused Phonics 

lessons with Mrs Padovani, recapping what they 

know and learning all of the tricky alternative 

sounds and spellings in Phase 5. 

Our Geography focus has been linked to our class 

trip, as we spent our train journeys identifying 

lots of different human and physical features of 

our amazing coastline and discussing how we 

know if something is manmade or natural. We 

used tallies to record what we found as we sped 

through the countryside.  

Finally, in their tennis lessons, the children have 

been learning forehand and backhand strokes, as 

well as developing their hand-eye coordination 

and ball control. They really enjoy these sessions 

and there are beginning to demonstrate some 

excellent skills! 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are continuing our topic of Space and this 

week we have been reading, 'How to Catch a Star' 

by Oliver Jeffries. The story is about a little boy 

who wants a star of his own. He tries to catch one 

in lots of different ways. We have retold the story 

in our own words and we are planning to write a 

set of instructions for catching stars.  

In maths we have been working hard on numbers 

1-20. We are making sure we recognize them and 

can put them in the correct order. We have also 

been counting in 2s, looking at odd and even 

numbers and revising doubles. We are so 

impressed by the children who have been 

practicing at home and have rewarded them with 

lots of class dojos.  

In phonics we are enjoying lots of games to help 

us consolidate those digraphs and trigraphs. We 

are also revising high frequency words by looking 

at them on display in class, speeding through 

flashcards and writing them onto whiteboards. 

Next week, we will be looking at alien stories and 

painting our own aliens. Beware - they could be 

hiding anywhere! 

 

Race for Life 

The staff at St. 

Michael's have entered a team into this year's 
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Race for Life to raise money for Cancer Research 

UK. Known as 'Team Playden', we will be taking 

on the 5k in Hastings on Sunday 9th June!   

A link to our sponsorship page can be found on 

the school's Facebook page should you wish to 

sponsor us or simply click on the following 

link: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/tea

m/team-playden. Thank you to those who have 

already sponsored us – training has begun in 

earnest!  

 

PSA Mufti Day 

On Friday 24th May children are asked to come in 

‘home clothes’ in exchange for a prize for the 

Summer Fair tombola. The PSA are open to all 

contributions, but have requested no chocolate 

please.  

 

 

Book recommendation: MHEW 

Eastbourne author and therapist, Louisa Aspden, 

has recently launched two books for children 

aged 9+ which have come highly recommended 

by the East Sussex Mental Health team – “Help! 

My Feelings are too Big!” and “Help! I’ve got an 

alarm bell going off in my head!” They help to 

make sense of difficult feelings and suggest some 

ways to manage them through a story of two 

children. We hope some parents might find them 

useful: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports News 

On Thursday our year 3/4 tennis team visited 

Amherst Tennis club to take part in the Hastings 

and Rother school games partnership finals. 

Throughout the day, all players took part in a 

series of challenges and played several pairs 

matches. The St. Michael's team once again 

punched above their weight and won an 

incredible 20 of their 24 matches against some 

big Hastings schools, finishing the day in an 

incredible first place! 

 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/team-playden
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/team-playden


Everyone had great fun and it was brilliant to see 

the pupil's tennis skills develop throughout the 

day. The team have now been invited to attend 

the county finals in Eastbourne later in the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Esmé 

Kandinsky class: Leyland  

Picasso class: George 

Van Gogh class: Milo 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Stanley    

Picasso class: Laurie 

Van Gogh class: Talia 

 

 

 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Van Gogh class with 96.4% Congratulations! 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. 
(Luke 6:31) 

 


