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Important Dates 

Mon 1 July Homewood week Y6’s 

All week 

Wed 3July  

 

Rye College Taster days 

Wed, Thur, Fri 

Mon 1 July Picasso class trip to 

Headcorn Airfield 

Tues 2 July Pass + move Football club  

KS1 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 3 July Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 4 July Athletics Club KS2 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Saturday 6th 

July 

PSA Country Fair picnic  

12.00pm – 3.00pm 

Mon 8 July Smallhythe Theatre 

Play rehearsal Y5/6 all day 

Mon 8 July Picasso woodland learning 

All day 

Tues 9 July Pass + move Football club  

KS1 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 3 July 

 

Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm -4.30pm  

Thurs 4 July 

 

Athletics Club KS2 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had such a hectic fortnight!  The Year 6s 

have now all been visited by members of staff 

from their secondary schools, and some children 

have already been on taster days!   

 

 

 

 

 

We had a superb Science Workshop from Rye 

College where students (including some familiar 

faces in the form of ex-pupils) led activities where 

the children explored circuits; looked at the 

acidity of foods by testing the pH levels; 

separated the colours out to see what 'black' is 

made up of; looked at which metals are the most 

reactive; examined specimens under 

microscopes; considered the make-up of 

common molecules such as carbon dioxide and 

water.  Mrs. Moore also treated us to a glorious 

chemical reaction, capturing the gas produced 

with washing up liquid and creating what is 

nicknamed 'elephant toothpaste'.  In addition, 

the Van de Graaf Generator was hooked up and 

every child who wanted to was able to stand with 

their hands on the silver ball, observing the 

impact of the static electricity on their hair! 

Writing moderation for the Year 6s 

paid testament to all of their hard work this year 

and we received some lovely feedback on the 

styles of writing covered, as well as the children's 

editing slips where they focus on improving one 

paragraph in a piece.   

We are loving our class text, Adventures of 

Odysseus but it is quite gruesome in places!  We 

Van Gogh 

class   

 

Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for this term:  
During the next fortnight we will be learning about stories from two world religions (Hinduism and Islam) inspired 
by images from the British Library. We will contemplate the moral lessons and values told within the stories and 
consider how they relate to our own lives. 
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presented a summary of the chapter with the 

encounter with Polyphemus (the cyclops!) as a 

comic strip and then wrote a more in-depth 

recount of what happened in the cave.  We have 

also considered Odysseus's feelings as he 

journeyed into the Land of the Dead to consult 

the prophet, Tiresias. 

In maths, we have been continuing with data 

handling, constructing line graphs and presenting 

more than one data set on one graph.  We have 

also had an introduction to pie charts for the Year 

5s and revision of this for the Year 6s.   

Finally, we have been rehearsing for our end of 

year play.   We are now trying to rehearse 

without our scripts and with no backing vocals for 

the song!   

 

 

 

 

This week we have been discussing different 

sources of information in History and using these 

to learn more about Amelia Earhart. We used this 

information to write formal police reports about 

the missing aviator using very precise 

information.  We have enjoyed speculating about 

what might have happened to her.  

In Maths we are learning to use the bar model 

method to work out different challenges and 

problems. It is a very effective method when 

working on more complex questions. Ask us to 

show you! 

In English we have been learning how to use 

conjunctions in sentences to add more detail for 

the reader and to spell more tricky words. We 

have also been reading a range of texts to find 

information. We are going to use imperative 

verbs to write clear instructions on how to fly a 

broomstick! 

Year 4 pupils are continuing to increase their 

independence when editing their own work and 

using a dictionary. 

In Miss O’Rourke’s  science lessons  the pupils are 

learning about sound and designing their own 

musical instruments. In RE, they are learning 

about Martin Luther King and his impact on the 

world. 

During our art time we are designing banners for 

the houses in Harry Potter- this is very 

challenging! 

Please remember to complete all Spelling Shed 

and My Maths activities weekly, and to bring in 

water bottles and sun hats.  

 

 

 

 

In English, we have been looking at the features 

of instruction texts, before writing our own 

instructions for how to capture Scissor Shark (the 

notorious villain who attacked Traction Man, as 

reported in our newspaper stories last week!). 

We came up with lots of exciting, creative 

suggestions for how we could successfully 

capture the monster, using lures and cages and 

Kandinsky 
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remote controls, before planning and writing 

individual sets of instructions. The Year 1s were 

focusing on using time conjunctions, accurate 

punctuation (including question and exclamation 

marks) and simple instruction features, while the 

Year 2s worked on all of this, as well as finding 

more powerful imperative verbs and adverbs to 

up-level their writing. They also used persuasive 

rhetorical questions to appeal to the reader. The 

detailed instructions sound fantastic now they 

are finished!  

We then continued this work on persuasion, 

creating advertising posters to encourage people 

to buy the Traction Man toy. We looked at the 

use of alliteration, rhyme, repetition, 

exaggeration and other persuasive features to 

make our adverts really convincing. Year 2 

children were challenged to include more 

rhetorical questioning to up-level their work. 

In Maths, we have continued our work on data 

and statistics and moved on to studying 

pictograms. We looked at the features and use of 

pictograms and had a go at interpreting a range 

of different types. Year 1s focused on simple 

interpretation of the data while Year 2s corrected 

and completed pictograms that hadn’t been 

created properly and then found the difference 

between results. Then we made our own 

pictograms, initially using one picture for each 

‘vote’, before moving on to use one picture or 

object to represent more than one ‘vote’. Year 2s 

worked with multiples of 2, 5 and 10, while Year 

1s stuck with multiples of 10 to begin with. Next, 

we moved on to block diagrams. The children 

used their knowledge of number lines to link to 

the idea of a scale up the side of a block diagram. 

They read the scale on the bar chart to work out 

what each block represents, then worked on 

addition and subtraction skills to interpret the 

diagrams, before making their own. The Year 1s 

used lots of concrete apparatus, while the Year 2s 

moved quickly onto pictorial representations.  

In Topic, we studied the work of Roy Lichtenstein, 

another famous pop artist. The children emulated 

his ‘dotty’ art style and made their own 

onomatopoeic pictures, full of colour! Then, we 

began our DT project, researching current 

superhero masks and considering which features 

we like and dislike. Next, we designed our own 

masks, complete with creative features, before 

making papier-maché balloon masks. We got very 

sticky with PVA glue and we found adding our 

features difficult, as the joins needed to be 

strengthened, but we got there in the end! 

Finally, we painted and decorated our masks and 

they look fantastic! 

 

 

 

Last week, we had a special environmental week 

in class. We looked at our environment and how, 

as humans, we need to look after it. We read the 

book 'Greenpeace' which is about a little girl who 

thinks she has a whale in her pond. We talked 

about Greenpeace and what they do. When we 

went into our outside area, there was lots of 

rubbish in our water tray with the sea creatures. 
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We had to get rid of it and we talked about how 

we must not let rubbish lie on our beaches.  

In maths, we looked at all the ways we can make 

a number eight, then we subtracted different 

amounts from it. This week we have been 

stretching ourselves and adding numbers to 

twenty.  

We have also started our dinosaur topic. We have 

found out lots of information about dinosaurs 

and written some dinosaur facts. We have made 

some moving dinosaurs and labelled diagrams. 

We have been reading some great dinosaur 

stories and we have our plastic dinosaurs outside 

although they seem to be appearing everywhere!  

Sports News 

We have had so 

many big news stories in sport just recently at St. 

Michael's that we have decided to run a special 

edition dedicated Sport Newsletter later this term 

to celebrate them all in style. Watch this space... 

Boost your family’s wellbeing! 

East Sussex libraries are pleased to announce that 

you can now borrow Family Activity and 

Wellbeing Boxes for free. Some activities within 

the box are intended for personal use, but most 

are designed to include the whole family. 

Activities that are designed specifically for 0-4 

year olds and 5-11 year olds come in separate 

bags within the boxes. The boxes can be 

borrowed from the library for up to three weeks. 

What a great resource to engage with – borrow 

yours today! Ask a member of staff at your local 

library for more details. 

Supporting Parents with children’s 

mental health 

The Mindful Kids Series is a fun and engaging way 

for young people to colour and doodle their way 

to being happy, calm and content. Through these 

books, children use their creativity to combat 

stressful moments, work out worries and put 

anxiety and fear back in its place. The 

recommended activity book ‘No Worries’ is a 

great place to start:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSA: Country Fair Picnic 

We are soon to enjoy the Country Fair Picnic on 

Saturday 6th July from 12:00 noon – start planning 

your picnic now! 

The PSA would like to let you know that, 

alongside many other activities to enjoy, the 

children are welcome to bring along their water 

guns as they will be allowed to use them in the 

muga on the day – we’d recommend a towel and 

change of clothes as well! 

Please save the date for what promises to be a 

very enjoyable day for the school community. 

 



Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Betsy 

Kandinsky class: Henry 

Picasso class: Erin 

Van Gogh class: Nathan  

 

Last week: 

Matisse class: George 

Kandinsky class: Edward 

Picasso class: Joseph 

Van Gogh class: Lucy 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Vinnie    

Picasso class: Joe  

Van Gogh class: Jasmine 

 

Last week: 

Kandinsky class: Hermione 

Picasso class: Jamie 

Van Gogh class: Tianny 

 

 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Van Gogh  class with 97.3% Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

This is love for God: to obey his 
commands. 
                                   (1 John 5:3) 

 


