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Important Dates 

Tues 16 July Pass + move Football club 

KS1 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 17 July Movers and Groovers 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 18 July Y6 leavers’ celebratory BBQ 

Year 6 only 

Fri 19 July Leavers service @ St 

Michael’s Church Playden 

Whole school attending, 

Service starts at 2.15pm all 

welcome 

Mon 22 July Final Assembly 2.30pm 

school hall all welcome 

First day of 

Term 

 

5th September 

 

 

 

 

 

Pandemonium has reigned this past 

fortnight!  The highlight was definitely our play 

which we rehearsed all day at Smalhythe on 

Monday and then performed Monday and 

Tuesday evenings.  We had so much fun sharing 

this with you, the children really did themselves 

proud and it was so lovely to see so many family 

members and friends come to support the 

children.  Thank you so much for going to the 

extra effort to get the children where they  

 

 

 

needed to be and when - we appreciate that this 

can be a bit of a logistical challenge, but we also 

feel it really is worth it to give the children the 

experience of performing in such a fantastic 

venue as the Barn Theatre at Smallhythe.  It 

certainly wouldn't be the same in the school 

hall!   

Last week, while a significant number of the Year 

6s were out on their taster days at their 

secondary schools, the Year 5s experienced a 

taste of what our class will be like next year.  We 

also spent some time getting ready some of the 

sundries for the play - creating the lovely stars 

that decorated our 'Pantoland' doorway, writing 

the blurb for the back of the programme (see our 

new writing display in the main corridor) and 

creating the essential 'Boo' and 'Hiss' signs. 

Next year, the Year 6s will be called Wave Class 

and on Friday, we also met the two new children 

who will be joining us in September.  We looked 

at 'The Great Wave of Kanagawa' by Katsushika 

Hokusai and created our own versions using 

pencil and watercolour ready to display in our 

classroom in September. 

In addition, this week we have also spent some 

time carrying out some independent project 

work.  All of the children have been asked to give 

Van Gogh 

class   

 

Love – Forgiveness – Honesty – Respect 

Collective Worship for the rest of this term:  
As we wind down the year, we prepare to say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils. We will be having a celebratory 
Leavers’ Service at St. Michael’s Church in Playden and the whole school community are invited to join us. 
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their suggestions as to how we could set the 

classroom out next year and created a plan of 

what the room could look like.  We also spent 

some time looking online at furniture and started 

to think about what we would do with our room 

with an unlimited budget!  Spinning chairs and 

disco balls were very popular additions to the 

room!  The children had to complete a purchase 

order form, calculating the cost of their 

improvements.  Finally, they drafted and then 

sent emails in a formal style to Mrs. Marshall 

explaining what they would like to purchase; how 

their suggestions would benefit their learning; 

and include an outline of costs.  These types of 

independent project are fantastic opportunities 

for the children to practise a wide range of the 

skills we have learnt this year, within a real-life 

context and as preparation for later life. 

Finally, we have completed the puberty sessions 

delivered by the school nurses.  The children 

asked a wide range of sensible questions about 

how their bodies will change as they grow older 

and they have been reassured that their journey 

through puberty will unique and that their 

'normal' will be completely different to their best 

friend's 'normal'.  We have also reiterated the 

importance of talking about any worries and that 

the staff in school and parents have all been 

through puberty and are here to talk to if they 

have any concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a wonderful day back in the wood on 

Monday, rebuilding dens, creating monetary 

systems and cooking. As we distribute this 

newsletter, we are having our final day in the 

woods for this academic year! 

The pupils have been working very hard in maths 

to develop their vocabulary when talking about 

2D shapes, lines and points. We have been 

finding out all about parallel lines, perpendicular 

lines, angles, types of triangles, polygons and 

quadrilaterals. I am so impressed with their use of 

the correct mathematical terms.  

We are working hard to ensure all the pupils in 

Year 3 and 4 know their times tables facts to 12 x 

12. There is another test on Wednesday, keep 

practising to improve your score.  

In English we are reading a lot of Harry Potter and 

writing our own descriptions of setting and 

characters as well as instruction writing. We will 

also learn to commentate on a quidditch game! 

The rest of this week will be dedicated to all 

things Potter! 

In Science and Music with Miss O’Rourke the 

class have completed their musical instruments 

and shown these in assembly. In PE they are 

working on athletics skills and striking and 

fielding games.  

In Art with Mrs Marshall the pupils have been 

working on specific skills in particular, learning to 

use watercolours and have painted beautiful 



leaves blending at least three different colours. 

We are very impressed with how lovely they 

look!  

 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic term it has been in Kandinsky 

Class! We have been writers, editors, actors, 

planners, mathematicians, musicians, designers, 

creators, historians, painters, problem-solvers, 

sketchers, scientists, geographers, thinkers, data-

collectors, detectives, observers, analysts and, of 

course, superheroes! It has been a pleasure to 

watch the Year 1 and Year 2 children preparing 

themselves for what lies ahead next year, 

maturing and looking forward to what Year 2 and 

Year 3 has to offer them.  

In English, during the final few weeks of term, we 

have been writing diary entries and letters based 

on ‘My Mum is a Supermum’ and ‘Juniper 

Jupiter’. We wrote in the role of the marvellous 

neighbour, Ethel Hogsbottom, who is rescued by 

Supermum in the first story. We found lots of 

clues in the story, to inform our writing, then 

planned and wrote diary entries using exciting 

openers, powerful adverbs, emotional language 

and lovely adjectives. We then edited and up-

levelled our work, before presenting the diaries in 

their final, finished form. For ‘Juniper Jupiter’, we 

wrote letters to the main character, applying for 

the role of superhero sidekick! Again, we looked 

at the features of letters, wrote our own and then 

edited and presented our work. During both 

tasks, the Year 1s were encouraged to focus on 

independently using the sound mats and word 

banks to improve spelling, adding appropriate 

punctuation, reading their work back to 

themselves and adding time conjunctions or 

other conjunctions to connect sentences and 

points. In addition to this, Year 2s were focused 

on using more interesting sentence openers 

which include temporal language for diaries, 

adding powerful adverbs or persuasive points and 

independently editing their work. 

In Maths, we have been working on position and 

direction, using the language of left, right, 

forwards and backwards and giving instructions 

for partners to get to a chosen location. We then 

moved on to the language of turns, looking at 

quarter, half, three-quarter and full turns. The 

Year 1s worked on using left and right to describe 

these turns, while the Year 2s used clockwise and 

anti-clockwise. In each instance, we began by 

going outside and physically moving using 

described positions and directions, before 

working on differentiated challenges in the 

classroom. Then, we moved onto recapping our 

earlier work on addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. We revised all the 

ways we could solve different calculations and 

problems and which methods would be the most 

efficient in different instances. Year 1s used lots 

of practical apparatus and pictures, while the 

Year 2s relied more on efficient mental methods 

to solve calculations and problems quickly and 

accurately.  

Kandinsky 

class   



During our Topic sessions in the final weeks, we 

created amazing superhero pictures using 

watercolour techniques to create a night-sky 

background. Then we added buildings and our 

very own photographs in superhero poses! We 

discussed how to recreate the effect of a night-

sky when the sun is setting and how best to use 

the watercolour paints and brushes to recreate 

the horizontal ‘bars’ of orange, red, purple, dark-

blue and black. 

Also, in Geography, we have been using fieldwork 

skills to map out the school environment and 

identify human and physical features around us. 

We used rulers to draw aerial views of the school 

and its grounds, before labelling each feature and 

colour-coding them using a key. 

Finally, in Music, we listened to and appraised a 

range of superhero theme tunes, discussing pitch, 

rhythm, tempo and dynamics. Then we chose our 

own instruments and composed group superhero 

theme tunes. We practised and performed these 

collaboratively, ensuring each group member 

stayed in time.  

 

 

 

 

We have had a busy week in Matisse Class. We 

have been learning about data handling. We 

found out everyone's favourite colour, then 

presented this information on a block graph. We 

have also looked at money. We added 1p and 2p 

coins first then we had a go at making new 

amounts with the same coins. The 2p coins are 

tricky but we are starting to remember counting 

in 2s will help us.  

We have listened to the story of 'The Loaves and 

the Fishes'. We are trying to understand the 

concept of a miracle. We have written about the 

story and made our own baskets containing 

bread and fish.  

We have also been busy practicing our phonics 

and trying to write some really tricky sentences. 

We are very excited about our trip next week and 

will be writing about it back in school.  

Please remember that we will be having a water 

party next Wednesday afternoon and that you 

are welcome to join us for the first half of the 

morning on Friday to look at the children's 

learning.  

 

 

Thanks to the PSA 

A huge thank you to the PSA for the fantastic 

Country Fair and Picnic which took place on 

Saturday 6th July. It was a wonderful day enjoyed 

by families and staff alike and a fabulous time 

was had! A total of £741 was raised which will be 

going towards subsidising the cost of the 

swimming curriculum for the children in the 

coming academic year. Over the year, since the 

inception of the new PSA committee in 

November, approximately £2,000 has been 

raised, all of which goes towards enriching the 

experiences of the children of St. Michael’s. 

Thank you again for all you do and we look 

forward to an even more successful year to come. 

Matisse 

class   

 



Panto Pandemonium 

Congratulations to Van Gogh class for the 

fantastic performance of ‘Panto Pandemonium’ 

at the Smallhythe Theatre last Monday and 

Tuesday evenings. It was an extremely enjoyable 

play and we were thoroughly entertained! Thank 

you to all the parents and carers for your support, 

and of course to Miss James and Mrs. Meyer for 

their hard work in putting this all together. Well 

done to all! 

Leavers’ Service 

We say a formal goodbye to our Year 6s in a 

Leavers’ Service which will take place at 2.15 pm 

at St. Michael’s Church, Playden on Friday 19th 

July. The children will be transported to the 

church by coach and we ask that all parents 

collect directly from the church after the service 

at 3.00 pm. Parents are, of course, invited to join 

us on this special occasion. 

Final Assembly 

Our final assembly of the year will take place on 

Monday 22nd July at 2.30 pm. Again, all parents 

are invited to join us as we see out another 

successful year and look forward to our summer 

break. 

Happy holidays! 

We look forward to seeing all the children return 

to school on Thursday 5th September, well rested 

and full of enthusiasm for a new school year. We 

wish you all an enjoyable and safe summer break 

– happy holidays! 

 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Matisse class: Lucia 

Kandinsky class: Aria 

Picasso class: Melian 

Van Gogh class: Mia 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Kandinsky class: Dottie  

Picasso class: Konrad 

Van Gogh class: Erin 

 

Attendance 

The class with the best attendance this week is 

Kandinsky Class with 100% Congratulations! 

 

Prayer 

At the end of this school year 

we give thanks to God: for 

all the teaching and learning that has 

taken place in our school; for the talents 

and gifts that have been shared and the 

challenges that have been faced; for the 

burdens that have been lifted and the 

hurts that have been healed and for the 

respect and care that has been given. We 

give thanks for the community that we are 

and we ask you Lord to bless our pupils 

and families during the holidays – may 

their time together leave them with 

memories to cherish. May our pupils return 

renewed and refreshed to continue our 

journey together. We make this prayer 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 


