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Introduction 

Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to 

their learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole 

variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning. For 

example, a parent who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping 

with homework. 

Rationale for homework 

Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s 

development. We recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational 

experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the 

mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at 

school. Indeed we see homework as an important way of establishing a successful dialogue 

between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for children to develop as 

independent learners. We believe that homework is one of the main ways in which children can 

acquire the skill of independent learning. 

Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also acknowledge the 

important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. While homework is 

important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-school 

clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. We are well 

aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop their 

skills, interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum use 

of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school. 

Aims and objectives 

The aims and objectives of homework are:  

 To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social 
development;  

 To help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;  

 To promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s 
learning;  

 To enable all aspects of the curriculum to be covered in sufficient depth;  

 To provide educational experiences not possible in school;  

 To consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to 
practise skills taught in lessons;  

 To help children develop good work habits for the future.  
 
Homework expectations 
 

Reception Learning key words 
Daily reading  

Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) Reading 



Spellings (including Spelling Shed activities) 
Times Tables 
My Maths 
  

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4) Reading 
Spellings (including Spelling Shed activities) 
Times Tables  
My Maths 
  

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6*) Reading 
Spellings (including Spelling Shed activities) 
Times Tables  
My Maths 
Occasional comprehension-style activity 
 
*Year 6: Additional homework for KS2 SATs 
preparation 

All Children Every child is able to bring home a book from 
the school Library.  
We expect all children to read regularly at 
home, with those on a reading scheme 
encouraged to read with an adult at least 
three times a week although every day has 
been shown to have a huge impact on 
children’s progress.  
 

 

Project-based homework (Years 1-6) 

It is our opinion that this type of homework helps to find common ground where parents 

can support and connect with their children, no matter their skills and knowledge, and can 

contribute by bringing their ideas to it. It encourages parents to spend quality time with 

their children and often results in a real depth of learning and very positive outcomes. 

Therefore, in order to develop research skills, independence, creativity and critical thinking, 

children may be asked to complete a project-based piece of homework. These projects will 

be linked to their learning in school and will be set at the start of term, so that they have the 

whole term to work on their project with the due date set near the end of the term. 

Holidays 

Homework is not set during the school holidays as we feel that the children deserve a well-

earned rest. However, we do encourage reading and tables to be ongoing. Year 6 children 

will be asked to do some additional homework during holidays to prepare for their end of 

key stage statutory tests. 

 



The role of parents 

Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important part of 
this progress. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are 
set. We invite them to help their children as they feel necessary and provide them with the sort 
of environment that allows children to do their best. Parents can support their child by 
providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and 
by discussing the work that their child is doing.  
 
If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, 
contact the child’s class teacher.  

 


