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Important Dates 

Tues 17 Sept Pass + Move 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 18 Sept Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 18 Sept Tag Rugby  
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Mon 23rd-Thurs 
26th Sept 
 

Woodland learning week 
Years 2-4 and all the children 
not attending residential 

Mon 23rd- Fri 
27th  Sept 

Residential week Y5/6 
 

Tues 24 Sept Pass + Move 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 25 Sept Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 

New Class Names! 

This year our classes are named after things you’d 

find at the seaside. Reception/Year 1 is known as 

Pebble class, Year 2/3 is Jellyfish class, Year 4/5 is 

Seashell class and Year 6 is Waves class. The 

children enjoyed dipping their toes into their new 

classes on their transition days in July and have 

begun the term in earnest, enjoying their new 

identities. 

 

In Waves Class we have had a fantastic start to the 

year.  The children have all settled well into our 

new classroom layout and we are relishing the 

peace and calm of having just 20 children in the 

room. 
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Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Our school vision 

Over the past few weeks, as a school, we have been thinking hard about what we stand for, who we are to 
our whole community, and what drives our policies, practice and decision-making; essentially, what is our 
greater purpose? To this end, we have defined our vision statement which we share with you here: 
 
Our vision at St. Michael’s is that every child receives an excellent education and feels valued for who they 
are. We want to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural inquisitiveness about the world 
around them, and to foster their ambition by recognising and responding to their talents and individuality. 
We seek to treat everyone in our community with love, honesty, forgiveness and respect, rooted in the 
principle of ‘do to others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). 



As you will know from our Topic Web, this term 

we are reading Kensuke's Kingdom for our class 

text.  We have described Michael's feelings as he 

finds out his parents have both lost their jobs but 

decide to use the redundancy money to buy a 

yacht and sail around the world.  End of year 6 

national expectations require all children to used 

joined-up handwriting so we have also been 

working on our letter formation.  We are also 

having a focus on reading in class with the children 

earning extra dojos for reading at home 5 times a 

week or more. 

 

In maths we have started the term looking at 

place value in numbers up to 10 million.  We have 

used the place value counters to make numbers; 

we have drawn numbers using place value charts 

and we have demonstrated our understanding of 

place value by drawing part-part-whole models 

and partitioning numbers.  We have also been 

ordering numbers using the greater than > 

and less than < symbols and placing numbers in 

order on the number line. 

 

Our big question this term is 'What if there was no 

erosion?'  This week we have found out about the 

4 different types of erosion affecting our 

coastlines and cliffs and we are looking forward to 

looking at the evidence of erosion when we are on 

the Isle of Wight in two weeks' time! 

 

 

Welcome back to year 4 and 5! The pupils have 

slotted straight back into learning as if they had 

never been away, very well done.  

We are enjoying our big question, ' What if there 

were no monarchs?'  I hope you enjoy discussing 

this over the dinner table. We are starting with 

1066 and the Battle of Hastings and the class are 

showing what they know about the era by writing 

letter of application to be king or queen of 

England.  

 

In Maths they are working with much higher 

numbers, up to 1,000,000 and showing their 

understanding of place value through problem 

solving, games and explaining concepts to one 

another. Year 5 pupils are expected to know and 

use all their times tables facts to 12 x 12 by now 

and the Year 4 pupils will soon be practising for 

the statutory test in May.  

 

In English we have started reading the Magician's 

Nephew by CS Lewis and we love it. It is the first 

book in the Narnia Chronicles. If you wish to 

purchase a copy to bring in to school, please do. 

You can buy the whole set.  

 

We have already started our Science unit of work, 

which is electricity and have made safety posters 

which are on display.  

 

Please remember to have full PE kits and water 

bottles in school every day. We are looking 

forward to a very productive term. 

 

 

It has been a busy start to the year for Jellyfish 

Class and we are well and truly into the swing of 

the new academic year already! We began with an 
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exciting Computing project linked to our new class 

name. We used search engines to find specific 

information about different jellyfish species and 

then refreshed our MS Publisher skills by creating 

information leaflets about our chosen species, 

complete with sub-headings, pictures, captions 

and bullet-points. 

Next, we began to consider our new topic 

question as part of our Questioning Curriculum; 

‘What if caves never existed?’. We learnt all about 

caves and their importance on this planet, studied 

amazing pictures of different ice, rock and lava 

caves and considered how all caves have affected 

our lives throughout history. We came up with lots 

of ideas around what would be different if caves 

didn’t exist and it led to us considering their role 

as shelter and homes for humans during the Stone 

Age. 

To continue this theme, we began to learn all 

about life in the Stone Age. We studied the 

opening to the film, ‘The Croods’ and considered 

what this teaches us, then went on to ask whether 

we can trust this as a source. We had great 

discussions about the film being entertainment 

rather than fact and then went on to compare the 

information the film gives us with the factual, 

educational information provided by Stone Age 

experts and historians. We learnt that, in order to 

accept something as fact, we need to consider the 

source’s reliability and find other sources to 

support the information. 

The book that we are studying is also linked to our 

new topic. ‘The First Drawing’ is all about a young 

boy during the Paleolithic period who creates the 

first ever cave drawing. He goes through a range 

of emotions throughout the story so we decided 

to write diary entries to recount all the exciting 

things that happen to him in the book! The 

children closely studied the images of his face, 

then generated powerful adjectives to describe his 

changing emotions. We highlighted different 

adjectives, adverbs, openers and similes that we 

liked in a good diary entry example, explaining our 

choices and how they positively impact the reader. 

Then, we wrote our own diary entries based on 

the boy’s experiences in the story. The Year 2s 

focused on spelling, punctuation, interesting 

openers and powerful vocabulary, while the Year 

3s began to introduce paragraphs into their 

writing too, thinking carefully about the linked 

sections of writing. 

In Maths, we have focused on counting and place 

value. The Year 2s have been looking at numbers 

to 100 and counting in Tens and Ones, while the 

Year 3s have focused on numbers to 1,000. We 

tackled some tricky word problems involving 

counting in multiples of ten or one-hundred, 

representing problems using pictures and 

recording answers in both numerals and words. 

The year 3s also considered the role of zero when 

tackling larger numbers, focusing on the 

placement of digits in a number to determine their 

value. We used lots of practical apparatus 

alongside this work to support the children’s 

understanding of place value. 

 

 

 

 

We have had a great start to the new term. The 

year one children are looking bright and refreshed 

after the summer break. We have started to talk 

about our 'big question', which is 'What if one of 

your senses disappeared?' The year ones have 

begun some maths work, looking at counting and 

place value. They have also been revising phonics 

learning from last term to make sure they really 
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know all the letter sounds. They have been 

enjoying some independent learning time outside 

as part of the transition into year one. They have 

been very supportive to the new children and 

have enjoyed playing with them.  

Our new reception children have settled in so well 

it feels like they have always been here. They have 

started to learn letter sounds already. They are 

loving using the outside area and discovering the 

things we have on offer. The younger children are 

looking forward to being here all day from next 

week.  

All children have been painting self-portraits as 

part of our questioning curriculum. We are 

thinking about what we look like and how we are 

all different. We will be doing drawings of our 

bodies next and labelling all the parts we know. 

We will then be identifying where our five senses 

are on our bodies.  We will also be learning about 

Harvest Festival. We will be thinking carefully 

about all the things we can be thankful for.  

 

Harvest Service 

Our annual Harvest Service will take place in the 

school hall on Friday 20th September at 9:15 am. 

Rev. T. will be leading worship and each class will 

be contributing to the service in a small way. We 

invite all parents to join us in this celebration of 

thanksgiving. A letter with full details as regards 

food contributions will be distributed to all 

families next week.  

 

House Captains 

The role of House Captain is open to all pupils in 

year 6 and a number of children from each house 

have written exceptional letters of application for 

the post. In the past, the successful applicant was 

decided by the House Teacher but this year in 

particular, the quality of applications was 

outstanding and the teachers felt the traditional 

way of selection was somewhat autocratic and left 

room for bias.  

Therefore, in an effort to promote British Values 

we are pursuing a democratic process to select the 

House Captains – this will now be the procedure 

going forward. 

All pupils in each house have been given an 

opportunity to anonymously vote for their choice 

from the applicants and all staff, including admin 

and dinner staff also have a vote. These will be 

counted and the elected House Captains 

announced in Celebration worship. Good luck to 

all applicants! 

 

Parent Library – New! 

We are pleased to announce that we are very 

soon to have a Parent Library with a range of 

books available to borrow from the school office 

free of charge. We appreciate that there is no 

more demanding job than parenting and it is one 

that comes with many challenges – some expected 

and others confronting. To support and empower 

you through the vast array of parenting 

challenges, we have purposely purchased highly 

recommended books covering a wide range of 

topics. Attached to this newsletter is our current 

book list for you to peruse. We will add to this in 

time and hope that you take advantage of this 

new resource at St. Michael’s. 

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to The 

Mermaid Inn and Phillips & Stubbs for their kind 

donations towards the purchase of books – their 

generosity is much appreciated! 

 

 

 



Head lice alert 

We have had reported cases of head lice at 

school. Head lice and nits are very common in 

young children and their families. They do not 

have anything to do with dirty hair, but are picked 

up by head-to-head contact and therefore can be 

very prevalent in primary schools. 

It is important to treat head lice as soon as you 

spot them. We recommend that you check your 

child’s hair and take immediate steps to treat 

should you see any evidence of lice or nits. 

For treatment advice see: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Esmé 

Jellyfish class: Sophia  

Seashell class: Harry 

Waves class: Ryley 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Aliah 

Jellyfish class: Henry T 

Seashell class: Oscar 

Waves class: Niamh 

 

 

 

Open for Parents: Family Transitions 

Group 

Open for Parents are offering a Family Transitions 

course in Hastings, from 26th September to 24th 

October, 18:00-20:00 at the Hastings Town 

Children’s Centre. This is a 5 week group for 

parents and carers who are divorced or separated. 

Family Transitions is for parents who need 

additional support to adjust and manage the 

transition from a two-parent family to a single-

parent family. It focuses on skills to resolve 

conflicts with former partners and how to cope 

positively with stress. If you are interested in 

taking part, please book online at: 

https://www.openforparents.org.uk/event/hastings-

family-transitions/ 

 

 Closing Reflection 

Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord 

God is an everlasting rock. 

(Isaiah 26:4) 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
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