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Important Dates 

Tues 8 Oct Individual School Photos 
Tempest Photography  

Wed 9 Oct Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 9 Oct Tag Rugby  
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 10 Oct  
 

World Mental Health Day, 
fundraising for Young Minds, 
wear something yellow for a £1 

Thurs 10 Oct Quidditch Afterschool Club 
3.30pm-4.45pm 

Wed 15 Oct Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 17 Oct Quidditch Afterschool Club 
3.30pm-4.45pm 

 

 

To replace the planned advertising leaflets for our 

Adventure Activities stay, the children have begun 

researching about a river of the world (The  

 

Amazon, Nile, Danube, Mekong & Thames).  They 

have formed 'tour companies' and are designing 

bespoke River Cruises, finding out all about the 

natural features and tourist attractions along the 

length of their river.  They will then design and 

create advertising leaflets using Microsoft 

Publisher.  The children will eventually write the 

leaflets for the Isle of Wight in June, after we have 

been on our rescheduled trip on the 18th-22nd 

May 2020. 

 

In English we have been carrying on with our class 

text, Kensuke's Kingdom.  We have been 

identifying effective words and phrases and the 

impact that the author's word and punctuation 

choices have on the reader.  After whole class and 

shared reading of chapter 4, the children have 

been planning a précis of the chapter summarising 

all the main events.  We have collected banks of 

'magpied' words and phrases to ensure our précis 

are descriptive and interesting.  In our spelling test 

this week, the class average was 7.72.  This was up 

slightly from our previous test where the average 

was 7.27, but there is still room for improvement!  

 

In maths, we had a focus on rounding, have used 

negative numbers in context and this week, have 
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Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for the next fortnight:  
This term we are reminding ourselves of the four fundamental Christian values which our school embraces. We 
are doing so through deeper engagement by looking at Christianity as a world religion, through photographs 
representing many different countries across the globe. Over the next two weeks we will be exploring Graham 
Sutherland’s ‘Christ in Glory’ the world’s largest tapestry which hangs in Coventry cathedral, and a photograph 
showing Christian worshippers in Noida, near New Delhi as they pray together. 

 



moved onto focusing on addition and 

subtraction.  We have used the place value 

counters to demonstrate practically what happens 

when we 'exchange' in addition and 

subtraction.  Previously, you may have heard this 

called 'carrying' in addition and 'borrowing' in 

subtraction - we now use the same 'exchange' 

term for both calculations.   

 

We are extremely lucky that we have now two 

volunteer readers working with the children, Mr. 

Stuart on a Tuesday and Mrs. Holland on a 

Thursday.  Lots of children are reading five times a 

week or more at home and receiving House Dojos 

for their effort.  Well done!  Let's keep it up! 

 

 

What an eventful week! Many of the Year 5 pupils 

had their first attempt at the residential and as 

you know, dreadful weather put an end to that. 

They enjoyed one night away and some archery 

and of course, McDonalds! 

 

While they were away, the pupils in Years 2–6 who 

were not on the residential, braved the woods in 

the mud and drizzle. We had a fantastic time 

building dens, lighting fires, cooking 

marshmallows and learning to identify different 

types of trees. Behaviour was excellent, and we 

had a lot of fun. 

 

In English we are continuing to read The 

Magician’s Nephew and we have now met the evil 

Queen. Pupils have been writing their own 

versions of what might happen next using 

different sentence types. They are learning to 

answer more challenging questions, giving reasons 

for their answers. Year 5 are working hard to 

answer the questions giving fuller explanations. 

 

In maths we are learning to use negative numbers 

in context and in problem-solving and are moving 

on to our 6 and 7 times tables. We are also 

completing challenges involving sequences 

including negative numbers. 

 

In topic and ICT we have been researching 

Norman castles and their history and creating 

information leaflets in Publisher using historical 

language. We have been amazed to see how many 

castles the Normans built. We read a complex text 

about Empress Matilda and created a timeline of 

key events in her life. 

 

Topic homework has now been set, please check 

bookbags for details. 

 

 

Last week the children had a soggy but amazing 

experience in the woods! Whilst most of the week 

was taken up with exciting woodland activities, we 

did spend some time in school on Tuesday and 

Friday.  

On the Tuesday morning, we tackled the tricky 

task of writing instructions about how to light a 

fire in the wild woods, using cotton wool, lots of 

twigs and a fire steel. We found it difficult to 

explain how to use the fire steel in detail, using 

powerful imperative verbs and useful adverbs to 

make it really clear for the reader. The Year 3s 

focused on using persuasive rhetorical questions 

in their introduction to lure the reader in, whilst 

Year 2s focused on the use of time conjunctions to 
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order their steps logically and imperative verbs to 

make their instructions simple to follow.  

On Friday last week, the whole class teamed up in 

small groups and worked on MS Publisher 

information leaflets to explain what they got up to 

each day in the woods. The whole class are getting 

really confident with opening, editing, and saving 

documents, as well as choosing colours and fonts 

to appeal to the reader.  

This week we have been working on some poetry 

in English lessons, describing the powerful woolly 

mammoth from our class text ‘The First Drawing’. 

After much discussion and analysis of the text, we 

first created a whole class poem, which then led to 

the children writing their own poems, with the 

Year 2s working in pairs to support vocabulary 

development and build confidence and the Year 3s 

creating individual poems which incorporate a 

wide range of language devices and vocabulary.  

In Maths, we have been continuing our work on 

place value, looking at different ways to represent 

2 and 3-digit numbers accurately. The Year 2s used 

Dienes and place value counters to support their 

partitioning and the Year 3s have been working on 

representing 3-digit numbers using place value 

counters and charts.  

Finally, in our afternoon sessions, we spent time 

creating our own cave art based on the Lascaux 

cave paintings from the Paleolithic period of the 

Stone Age. We have also been studying some 

fascinating, REAL artefacts from the Paleolithic, 

Mesolithic and Neolithic periods of the Stone Age, 

considering the reliability of different primary and 

secondary sources and discussing what can learn 

from each artefact. We had lots of fun handling 

the 30,000 year old Paleolithic hand-axes and 

comparing them to the smaller, sharper and 

polished Neolithic ones. We discussed how this 

demonstrates the mental development of the 

early humans and how their lives changed as a 

result.  

 

 

 

 

We have been very busy in Pebbles Class. We have 

continued our work on our 'big question' and have 

painted some great pictures for our display board. 

This week we have been busy writing sentences to 

accompany our artwork. We have also done some 

fabulous collage based on the story, 'Lucy's 

Picture'. In the story, Lucy makes a textured 

picture for her granddad as he is blind and he 

'sees' the picture with his hands.  

 

The Year 1 children are doing very well in their 

maths learning. We have been exploring the 

concepts of 'too many', 'not enough', 'greater 

than' and 'less than'. They are rising to the 

challenge of the Year 1 work and really enjoying it. 

They have written some information about our 

senses, which they will transfer into 'neat' work 

for display. This is a new concept for them as more 

of the Year 1 curriculum is introduced. They are 

having regular sessions on phonics and working 

hard at reading and learning high frequency words 

by sight.  

 

The Reception children are continuing to learn the 

initial letter sounds. We use objects to match the 

sounds and sometimes the children match their 

names too! They have quickly settled into being 

here all day and are now enjoying collective 

worship as well.  

 

All children took part in our Harvest Festival 

service. They sang beautifully and happily brought 

in their contributions of food. We did some 

drawings of our favourite food and wrote some 

prayers to say 'thank you' for the lovely things we 

have.  
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Our Woodland Week:  

Jellyfish & Seashell classes 

We had a fantastic time on the woods last week 

and wish to say an enormous thank you to the 

amazing parent volunteers who assisted us and 

made it all possible, as well as all other parents 

involved in the (surprisingly smooth!) drop-off and 

pick-up routines of the week! Despite the unruly 

weather, the children had a truly incredible 

learning experience.  

 

On Day One, after a brief safety talk and 

orientation, the children teamed up and used the 

natural resources to build their own dens, deep in 

the heart of the woods. Each team made fantastic 

and completely unique shelters and worked well 

to problem-solve as a team and discuss the most 

effective ways to make their ideas come to life. 

The children also learnt how to light fires using 

different-sized twigs, cotton wool balls and fire-

steels. Every child managed to make a spark and 

light their cotton wool, before using it to build 

some really great fires for roasting tasty 

marshmallows! The children showed real 

resilience when faced with such a tricky task.  

 

Unfortunately, Day Two was a wash-out so we 

spent the morning in classes doing woods-related 

writing tasks. However, in the afternoon, Mrs 

Pepler impressed and engaged us all with her First 

Aid knowledge! The children learnt and practised 

what to do if they see somebody inured, how to 

put someone into the recovery position, how to 

perform CPR on babies, children and adults (to the 

annoying yet memorable beat of ‘Baby Shark’!) 

and how to safely use the public-access 

defibrillators which can be found around the 

towns of East Sussex. It was a very memorable 

afternoon! 

 

On Days Three and Four we bravely returned to 

the muddy woods to work on waterproofing and 

extending the dens using nearby fern and larger 

logs. The children were also taught archery by Mrs 

Duly, practising the perfect ‘T-stance’ and aiming 

for that elusive bullseye! The progress over the 

two days was remarkable and the children really 

enjoyed their time in role as real-life archers!  

 

We also spent some time exploring the woods, 

studying the different tree species, hunting out 

the aptly named ‘Stinkhorn’ and spotting animals’ 

hideouts amongst the trees. We went on a 

scavenger hunt to find all sorts of woodland 

wonders and played everybody’s favourite hide-

and-seek-themed game, ‘Ninja Squirrel’! 

 

All in all, it was an incredibly exciting, educational 

(and exhausting!) few days that will stick in all of 

our memories for a long time.  

 

Parent Library – New books & wellbeing 

boxes 

We now have some new additions to our Parent 

library for anyone wishing to borrow: 

 Calm Parents, Happy Kids: The secrets of 

stress-free parenting 

 The Gentle Discipline Book: How to raise 

co-operative, polite and helpful children 

 The Invisible String 

 The Whole-Brain Child 

In addition to these books, we are now also in 

possession of Family Activity & Wellbeing Boxes 

which contain activity bags for 0-4 year olds and 5-

11 year olds. These bags contain items such as 

Woodland Trust nature trails, Healthy Eating top 

trumps, and a variety of books and games to play 

together, all available to borrow from the school 

office. 

 

School Photographs 

The school photographer will be in on Tuesday 8th 

October to take individual photographs of the 

children. Please ensure your child is wearing the 



full school uniform and that their hair is 

appropriately tidy. 

 

#HelloYellow for Young Minds 

Further to our previous letter, we remind you that 

on Thursday 10th October we will be taking part in 

#HelloYellow to support Young Minds. We look 

forward to seeing a sea of sunshine as we invite all 

pupils to wear something yellow for a £1.00 

donation. For an additional £1.00, children will be 

able to use our #HelloYellow photo booth and 

receive a photograph which they can take home. 

All proceeds to Young Minds, a charity supporting 

children’s positive mental health. 

 

Volunteer Readers 

We are very fortunate to have a couple of parents 

that volunteer to read with our children but we do 

need more support. We would welcome reading 

volunteers across the school, and in particular, 

someone to read with our youngest pupils in the 

school – our adorable Pebble class. If any parents, 

grandparents, aunts or uncles would be interested 

in this role, please let the school office know. Just 

an hour of your time would make a huge 

difference - your support is invaluable in getting 

these early readers off to a fantastic start! 

 

Seatbelts 

We have noticed, on occasion, some children 

seated in the rear of parents’ cars without 

seatbelts in place as they drive towards or away 

from the school. We must remind all parents of 

the following government legislation:  

You must make sure that any children in the 
vehicle you’re driving are: 

 In the correct car seat for their height or 
weight until they reach 135 cm tall or their 
12th birthday, whichever is first; 

 Wearing a seat belt if they’re 12 or 13 
years old, or younger and over 135 cm 
tall. 

You can be fined up to £500 if a child under 14 
isn’t in the correct car seat or wearing a seat belt 
when you’re driving. 

 

House Captains 

We are pleased to announce our House Captains 

and their Deputies for this academic year. 

Congratulations to them all and we look forward 

to having them lead their houses to success! 

Falcons 

Captain: Martha 

Deputy: Erin 

 

 

 

Kites 

Captain: Talia 

Deputy: Woody 

 

 

 

Hawks 

Captain: Milo 

Deputy: Evie 

 

 

 

Eagles 

Captain: Rosie 

Deputy: Alek 

 

 



Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Isobel 

Jellyfish class: Henry R  

Seashell class: Logan 

Waves class: Nathan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Betsy 

Jellyfish class: Finian 

Seashell class: Harrison 

Waves class: Morgan 

 

 

 
Closing Reflection 

In everything we give thanks: for this is 

the will of God. 

(Thessalonians 5:18) 

 


