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Important Dates 

Tues 22 Oct Skiltek Football Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm  

Wed 23 Oct Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Thurs 24 Oct Quidditch Afterschool Club 
3.30pm-4.45pm 

Fri 25 Oct  
 

Creepy Crawley Costume Party  
3.30pm 6.00pm 

Mon 28th Oct –
Fri 1st Nov 

Half term 

Mon 4th Nov Inset Day 
 

 

 

 

In Topic and English the children drafted and 

presented their leaflets for their river cruises using 

Microsoft Publisher.  The children have also 

drafted scripts for radio adverts and recorded 

them using the laptop.  We are currently editing 

our audio files, cutting out any unnecessary parts 

of the file and adding in sound effects.  We have 

moved on to looking at the plight of the residents 

of coastal towns and villages, such as Fairlight 

along the coast towards Hastings, where houses 

have fallen into the sea as a result of coastal 

erosion.  We have been researching about coastal 

defences and identifying which would be the best 

solution in that area. 

 

In maths we have been learning how to use the 

long division method.  At first we applied this to 

dividing by one-digit numbers, writing out the 

short division method and long division method 

parallel to each other.  We have been using the 

acronym DMSCB (Does McDonalds Serve Cheese 

Burgers) to support us to remember the steps of 

Divide, Multiply, Subtract, Check, Bring 

down.  Lots of the children have recognised that 

the long division method is the short division 

method expanded and makes their working 

clearer: they are, therefore, less likely to make a 
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Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for the next week:  
As we count down to the end of Term 1, we turn our focus to a photograph called ‘Eucharist for a Little Child’ 
taken at St. George’s Coptic Orthodox Church in Virginia, USA, where a local community with roots in Egypt has 
built its own church. We will be thinking about how Christians remember Jesus with bread and wine.  

 



mistake during their calculation.  We have now 

moved onto dividing by a two-digit number - 

working out the multiplication tables for the 

divisor can be tricky, but we have a special order 

of finding 1 x, 10 x, 5 x, 2 x, 4 x, 8 x, 3 x, 6 x, 9 x, 7 x 

which makes it easier as we take advantage of the 

relationships between the numbers rather than 

just adding groups sequentially. 

 

So many children are working hard at home on 

their spellings, reading and maths.  There are a 

very small number of children now not completing 

their homework - hopefully we can get this 

number down to zero!  Our spelling test average 

this week was 8.2 so thank you to all of you who 

are facilitating the spelling practice at home. 

 

 

This has been such an exciting week as we have 

moved on to learn all about King Richard the 

Lionheart and the Crusades. We have had great 

debates about the morals and motivations behind 

these Holy Wars and are beginning to unpick 

people's motivations. The class are debating 

experts, giving their opinions with reasons. We will 

soon move on to look at King John. Did he deserve 

his name as Evil King John? 

One pupil has already handed in an outstanding 

project that they have completed on William the 

Conqueror. We can't wait to see the rest of them. 

 

In English we are continuing to focus on being 

active readers. Please look at reading journals for 

more information and ideas for developing 

vocabulary. At this stage it is especially important 

for the Year 5 pupils to be active readers, who use 

a dictionary to find the meaning of unknown 

words.  

 

We are making good progress with our book. The 

Magician's Nephew. We have met Aslan and 

enjoyed some very creative water colour art 

around this section. The pupils have also written 

newspaper reports about the murder of Thomas 

Beckett. After some careful editing they worked in 

pairs to create their neat version using Publisher 

and the features of a newspaper report. 

 

In spelling, please practise the D words for 

common exception words.  

 

In maths we have been working hard on decimals, 

particularly related to money. We have been 

rounding to the nearest whole number and year 5 

in particular are rounding to 1 decimal place. The 

pupils have been challenged to partition these 

numbers in different ways to ensure their 

understanding of place value. We are now revising 

the 8 times table, please practise and remember 

to revise the inverse as well. 

 

Seashell 

class 

 



In Science the pupils have been continuing to 

learn about electricity and conductors and 

insulators. They really enjoy working with the 

equipment and creating circuits. 

 

 

Over the past two weeks, the children in Jellyfish 

Class have been busy as always! The classroom is 

now home to a herd of woolly mammoths...no, 

not real ones, but some amazing clay ones! To 

start the project, we closely studied images of 

woolly mammoths, before sketching them and 

annotating the images with considerations of 

which parts would be tricky to sculpt and which 

would be fragile. Then, we got to work with some 

air-dry clay, individually sculpting the mammoths 

and using the cross-hatching technique to secure 

the joins when we attached parts. The trunks were 

the trickiest part but we persevered! Afterwards, 

we mixed white and black paint with brown to 

create different tints and shades, before painting 

our mammoths. We even added little toenails! 

Finally, we covered the creatures in PVA glue to 

make them shiny and more resilient, before gluing 

on some little cotton-bud tusks. The children are 

very proud of their marvellous mammoths! 

 

In English, we have been reading ‘Stone Age Boy’ 

and creating story maps to retell the story opening 

chronologically and internalise the key language 

and structure. We had fun retelling the opening 

using our maps and then adapting the original 

version with our own plot ideas and vocabulary. 

We kept to the original structure to ensure the 

stories built-up slowly and maintained a high 

standard of openers, conjunctions and descriptive 

vocabulary, and then wrote our own story 

openings using our adapted story maps and plans. 

As we move into next week, we will be writing the 

next stage of the story using the same methods. 

Throughout this process, the Year 2s have been 

focusing on their use of accurate punctuation and 

spelling, as well as ensuring their sentences make 

grammatical sense, while the Year 3s are focusing 

more on vocabulary choices, paragraphing and up-

levelling.  

 

In Maths, we have moved on to work with money, 

counting and representing amounts using coins 

and notes. This will be linked to our next unit on 

addition and subtraction. We have matched 

Dienes with different coin and note values to 

secure understanding and created part-whole 

models to demonstrate different ways of making 

£2, £5 and £10. The Year 2s have been recording 

using pounds and pence separately, while the Year 

3s are now recording money using decimal 

notation. The Year 2s have also learnt how to 

select coins to make amounts, and the Year 3s 

have been converting these amounts between 

pounds and pence. 
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Finally, we have begun a block of Science, studying 

the four seasons and their characteristics and 

features. We did lots of research about the 

weather, length of days, plants and clothing for 

each season, before using different colours, 

fabrics, textured papers, images and magazine 

clippings to create season collages that really 

make your eyes pop! They’ll be up in the 

classroom very soon, so do come in and have a 

look if you get the chance. 

 

 

 

 

  

We have done lots more work on our topic. We 

have been thinking of ways to help a deaf person 

and thinking about how a deaf person feels among 

people who can hear really well. We have also 

drawn round each other and written our own 

labels on the body parts we know.  

 

The year 1 children are continuing their hard work 

in Maths. We have been revising doubling 

numbers and have looked at ordering numbers 

when they are not sequential. We have also 

looked at some number bonds. This week, we are 

starting work on number lines and beginning to 

understand how they can help us in calculation 

work.  The year 1 children have also done some 

fabulous writing about our sense of smell. We had 

some 'smelly socks' appear in our classroom. The 

children had to describe the smell and some even 

managed to guess what the smell really was.  

 

The reception children are joining in with our topic 

work and loved the 'smelly socks'. We are trying to 

spend as much time as we can outside despite the 

rainy weather. They are doing very well with 

learning letter sounds and practising to write the 

letters correctly. They have also been learning to 

write numbers and all the different ways we can 

make 4 and 5 using lots of different equipment.  

 

Next week, we will be learning the Christian story 

of Creation. We will be thinking about the story 

and what happened on each day. We will also be 

doing some artwork to depict the story.  

 

Reading with your children 

This year we are having a big drive on improving 

Reading outcomes across the school. To this end, 

we are using a reading strategy called VIPERS to 

embed key reading skills with the children. VIPERS 

are a series of reading prompts that can be used 

by adults who read with children. This mnemonic 

can be used with readers across the whole 

primary phase.  

 

To support you in asking the right questions as you 

listen to your children, every family will receive a 

laminated key ring of VIPERS cards which will give 

you examples of the types of questions to ask. 

Please do look out for them in book bags – you 

should receive them by the half-term break. We 
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hope that you find them a useful tool. Thank you 

for your support and collaboration as we aim to 

develop excellent readers at St. Michael’s! 

 

 

Invitation: Project Exhibition 

We have been overwhelmed at the quality of the 

curriculum linked project-based homework tasks 

that have so far come into school. The standard of 

the projects and the children’s engagement in 

them has been truly outstanding! 

 

We feel that the outcomes are certainly befitting 

of a celebration, so we invite all parents to view 

our first ‘Project Exhibition’ which will take place 

from 3.00 pm on Thursday 24th October in the 

school hall. Projects from years 1 to 3 and year 6 

will be on display for all to view and enjoy (there 

will be a separate celebration of projects from 

years 4 and 5 as they are on a different cycle). 

Pupils will also be on hand to talk about their 

learning and share their success. 

 

We strongly encourage all parents to come along 

and enjoy this celebration of learning! 

 

World Mental Health day: Thank you! 

We had a great day last Thursday as we celebrated 

World Mental Health day and raised £165 for 

Young Minds – a huge thank you! 

 

The children enjoyed this focused day as they 

considered the importance of looking after their 

bodies and minds, and the importance of talking 

and sharing worries and concerns. We took part in 

whole-school yoga, ran a Daily Mile, indulged in a 

mindfulness session and enjoyed dressing up for 

the #HelloYellow photo booth, amongst lots of 

other class-based activities. 

 

 

 



Taking of Photographs & Videos 

We offer this gentle reminder that there should be 

no taking of photographs or videos during any of 

our school assemblies. This is for safeguarding 

purposes. Opportunities for photographs at 

special events such as the Nativity service or end-

of-year play will be arranged by the school and 

communicated at the event. 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Elliott 

Jellyfish class: Isaac  

Seashell class: Zana 

Waves class: Sophia 

Last week: 

Pebble Class: Noah 

Jellyfish class: Stanley  

Seashell class: Mia 

Waves class: Keira 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Chase 

Jellyfish class: Arabella 

Seashell class: Ashton 

Waves class: Lucy 

Last week: 

Pebble class: Freddie 

Jellyfish class: Leo 

Seashell class: Charlotte 

Waves class: Rosie 

PSA Spooky Dress Up & Creepy Crawly 

Costume Party 

We remind you all of the exciting upcoming PSA 

event and look forward to all manner of ghosts 

and ghouls entering the school gates next Friday 

25th October…we’re feeling the shivers already! 

Please remember your £1.00 donation which will 

go to the PSA who work so hard to support all the 

children at St. Michael’s. 

If children would like to stay on for the Creepy 

Crawly costume party after school, tickets are 

available from the school office at £5.00 each – it 

promises to be a fun-filled event. 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other, just as 

Christ forgave you. 

(Ephesians 4:32) 

 


