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Important Dates 

Tues 19 Nov Skiltek Football Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm  

Wed 20 Nov 
Oct 

Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Mon 25 Nov Year 6 Cake Sale afterschool 
From 3.30pm 

Tues 26 Nov 
 

Skiltek Football Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm  

Wed 27 Nov Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

 

 

 

In Waves Class this term we have started learning 

about the Industrial Revolution and the role the 

water played in this through our Big Question, 

'What if we couldn't harness the power of 

water?'   We have looked at the role canals played 

in enabling the transport of heavy goods at this 

time, especially coal.  The children have designed 

advertising posters to attract factories and 

producers of raw material to use their canal for 

the transportation of goods. 

 

In English we have been introduced to the 

characters Lizzie and Emily Jarvis in our class book, 

'Far From Home'.  Emily and Lizzie have been left 

with their mother's only friend in a bid to avoid 

the workhouse, with the hope of finding jobs in 

service.  The children have written letters of 

application to Mrs. Storey, the housekeeper at 

Preston Manor (which we will be visiting on the 

11th December to apply for positions in the 

household).  To support us with our formal tone, 

we have learned about the subjunctive form of 

verbs and all tried to include at least one sentence 

with the subjunctive in our letters.  We have also 

asked our own questions about the text, with a 

focus on our VIPERS 'V' for vocabulary.   
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Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for Term 2:  
This term we are focusing on our Christian value of LOVE. We will be exploring what love is and how it is 
expressed/represented in the Bible, and the various representations of love through the stories leading up to 
the birth of Jesus and the first Christmas. 

 



In maths, we started the term focusing on BIDMAS 

where we learned about the importance of the 

order of operations in calculations.  We used the 

counters and our drawings to represent the 

problems and considered how the order impacts 

on the representation and final answer.  We have 

now moved onto fractions, using the playdough to 

consider what a fraction is; counting in fractions; 

finding equivalent fractions and ordering them on 

the number line.  

 

In RE we have started our 'Incarnation' topic, 

looking at how the Jewish people in Israel were 

looking for a Messiah to save them.  We have 

created 'Wanted' posters listing the qualities the 

Jewish people would want in a saviour. 

 

 

 

We have had a busy start to term, launching into 

our book The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. 

We have enjoyed meeting Mr Tumnus and 

predicting what might happen next. The class have 

been practising reading out loud and with 

expression as they act out the roles. 

We have been discussing how the author uses 

direct speech to move the story on, introduce the 

personality of characters and add humour. The 

pupils will use what they learn from this to 

improve their own writing. Year 5’s are also 

challenged to add linking sentences when using 

direct speech to keep up the pace of the story and 

add detail. 

The class are all planning their own version of the 

story using different characters and their own new 

world. They are concentrating on using a wide 

range of vocabulary to improve description. Year 5 

pupils have also received their next reading 

comprehension to complete for homework.  They 

need to answer each question fully, explaining 

their answers clearly. 

 

In maths we have been working hard on 

properties of shapes and angles. We have some 

complex new vocabulary to learn and apply across 

a range of tasks.  We are also working on the 

BARVEMBER problems and Year 5 pupils in 

particular are being challenged to work more 

independently on these and remembering to 

check their answers using the inverse. We are 

beginning a unit of work on subtraction. It will 

help if all pupils could practice some quick mental 

maths subtraction using number bonds and place 

value to support mental methods. It is also crucial 

at this stage that all Year 4 and 5 pupils have fast 

mental recall of times tables and division facts to 

12 x 12. Please ensure that you are practising 

these with your child as often as possible to 

support this. 

 

As we explore our big question, ‘What if there 

were no monarchs?’ we are learning about King 

John and the Magna Carta and discussing the 
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effect of these events on modern government. 

The class have all taken home a Picture News on 

our Parliament and Election to discuss with 

families.  We are looking forward to hearing about 

your discussions. We are shortly going to learn 

about Henry VIII and how to write biographies, 

which is a new skill for us all. 

 

We are pleased to begin cricket coaching on a 

Monday afternoon and to start a new unit of work 

in Science on Rocks and Soils. Naturally, we are 

very excited about the upcoming trip. Please send 

back the reply slips soon. Thanks. 

 

 

It has been an action-packed start to the new term 

for Jellyfish Class! Our African-themed topic, 

centres around the key question ‘What if the 

planet continues to warm up?’ and has exposed us 

to some exciting learning experiences already. We 

began with some Ghanaian fabric printing, based 

on traditional Adinkra symbols. The children 

studied the themes behind these symbols then 

designed their own unique symbol which they 

then turned into a sponge stamp for printing.  We 

used bright, bold colours and structured patterns 

to print onto the clothing that the children 

brought into school. Don’t worry; we did have the 

parents’ permission! The finished fabrics look 

fantastic hanging on our display! 

 

We also were lucky enough to welcome into 

school Alison Surridge, a talented Djembe 

drummer and teacher. We had a fabulous (and 

loud!) morning, learning about the different 

pitches we can create on different parts of the 

Djembe drum, how to hold the drums to allow the 

sound waves to travel to our ears and practising 

some amazing African rhythms. The children had 

to stay in time, following the pulse and vary the 

dynamics (volume) when instructed. It was a 

challenging, informative and exciting morning for 

the whole class! 

 

Also, in Geography and Computing, we have 

begun to study the vast continent of Africa, 

locating and identifying some famous human and 

physical landmarks and labelling them on maps. 

We used atlases, Google Earth and globes to 

support our work. We also used a search engine to 

find the answers to some specific questions 

related to these landmarks. This involved some 

key research, reading and comprehension skills.  

 

In English, we began by writing thank you letters 

to Alison, our drumming expert. The year 3s used 

paragraphs to logically structure these letters and 

a range of phrases to personalise their work, while 

the Year 2s concentrated on powerful 

punctuation, writing in the correct tense and using 

conjunctions to extend their sentences. 

Jellyfish 
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Next, we read and sequenced the story of ‘Ananse 

and the Impossible Quest’, a story centred around 

the clever, selfish spider-man, Ananse, a character 

from traditional African folklore. We used whole 

class guided reading to analyse the story, make 

predictions and consider language choices before 

making freeze-frames to retell the story in order. 

We used pictures of these freeze-frames to 

sequence the story correctly and write captions 

alongside them. The Year 3s were challenged to 

include key phrases from the text and include 

more detail from the original story. This task will 

support our story-writing next week as the 

children write their own traditional tales about 

Ananse. 

 

In Maths, we have been working on addition. The 

Year 2s have been using Dienes and pictorial 

representations to add 2-digit numbers, find 

bonds to 100 and even look at exchanging ten 

Ones for a ‘stick’ of Ten when necessary. They 

have been dealing with bar models and other 

problems to develop their ‘mastery’ skills in this 

area. The Year 3s have been drawing Dienes and 

using place value counters to represent their 

addition of 3-digit numbers, find bonds to 1000 

and exchange between Ones, tens and Hundreds 

when required. They have also been looking at 

alternative methods for addition and considering 

the most efficient in each case.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

We have had such a great start to the new term. 

We have begun exploring our big question, 'What 

if all the animals had to move home?'. We started 

by reading a book called, 'Call me Gorgeous'. This 

is about a creature which is created by using lots 

of different animal parts. The children all made 

their own creature and the year 1s wrote about 

the animal parts they used.  

 

The year 1 children have been working on how 

numbers are made with two other numbers and 

then writing the corresponding number sentences. 

We then moved on to looking at families of 

numbers and how 3 numbers can make 4 number 

sentences. In English, we began writing in the style 

of the text, 'Down in the Jungle'. The children have 

been changing the opening verbs in the sentence 

and thinking of alternative ways to say, 'looking at 

me' such as staring or glaring.  

 

The reception children are speeding through their 

learning of letter sounds and practising writing 

their letters. In Maths, they have been learning 

about the numbers up to 8 so far. They make the 

numbers with cubes, counters and symbols to help 

them completely understand the value of the 

number.  

 

Next week, we will be learning lots of animal facts 

and thinking about where animals live. We will be 
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writing about the information we discover as well 

as painting and creating our own jungle artwork.  

 

Attendance: Term-time holidays & 

Punctuality 

We remind all families of the importance of 

excellent attendance. Research shows that 

absence from school has a statistically significant 

negative link to attainment; every extra day 

missed is associated with a lower attainment 

outcome. We are committed to giving our children 

increased learning opportunities through 

excellence attendance at school. Please be very 

mindful of this when planning holidays. It is very 

unlikely that term-time holidays will be 

authorised. 

  

Excellent punctuality is also crucial, as children 

who arrive late to school start their day ‘on the 

back foot’ as they often miss part of a lesson and 

have difficulty keeping up with the lesson’s 

expectations. Additionally, arrival after the close 

of registration at 9.15 am results in an absence 

mark in the register. Please ensure that your 

children have a punctual start to the day. 

 

In Term 1 we were delighted to celebrate 100% 

attendance from 48 children – let us aim to raise 

that figure in Term 2. 

 

Term 1’s Project Exhibition 

A huge thank you to all those families who took 

the time to attend our Project Exhibition last term. 

It was an overwhelming success and enjoyed by so 

many – what a wonderful celebration of the 

children’s work. Comments included: 

 “Thank you for inviting us in to see this 

impressive, creative and imaginative effort. 

I am knocked out by the variety and 

endeavour of each project. Well done 

everyone!” 

 “A rare chance to see such clear 

progression and sheer delight in the 

children’s learning. Fabulous!” 

 “An excellent event. Fab to see all the 

school so keen to engage and share their 

knoweldge. Let’s have more!” 

 “An excellent display of children’s work – 

showing progression, effective learning and 

imagination. Well worthwhile!” 

We look forward to even more attendees for the 

next event! 

 

Mobile Phones 

Increasingly, more children are bringing mobile 

phones into school. We do appreciate that several 

of these children use the public bus, and parents 

would like their children to have access to a 

mobile phone in order to secure their personal 

safety before and after school on this journey. For 

clarification, please be reminded of our 

procedures around this: 

 

 All mobile phones MUST be submitted to 

the school office on arrival. 



 Phones MUST be turned off once handed 

in. 

 Pupils must retrieve their phones at the end 

of the school day, prior to going home. 

 Under no circumstances should there be 

access to phones during the school day or 

should phones be left in pupils’ bags or 

coats. 

 

Please be aware, mobile phones are brought in to 

school at your own risk. The school accepts no 

responsibility for any loss or damage whilst the 

device is on school premises. 

 

Open Morning: 19th November 

St. Michael’s will be hosting an open morning for 

prospective parents on Tuesday 19th November 

from 9:15 am. We invite all parents of children 

who will be Reception-age in September 2020 to 

come along and see our school in action. We also 

ask all parents and carers to please share this 

with friends, family and the community. We are 

proud of our school and would like to share this 

with as many people as possible. 

Waves class: Cake Sale! 

Please support Waves class with their cake sale 

after school on Monday 25th November. They are 

raising funds to pay for a Willow Lantern 

workshop through which they will be producing 

beautiful large-scale lanterns for the Rye 

Christmas procession on 7th December. 

 

This is the third year that the children at St. 

Michael’s have been involved in the procession 

and our lanterns always make such a beautiful 

show. Please show your support for the class and 

the community by purchasing cakes – cake 

donations also hugely appreciated (please bring 

on the day!). 

 

NSPCC: Speak out. Stay Safe. 

 

We welcome the NSPCC in to school on Friday 29th 

November (details in letter of 14th Nov.) who will 

be delivering their ‘Speak out. Stay safe.’ 

Programme. This nationwide programme for 

primary-aged pupils, provides the children with 

information about how to keep themselves safe 

from harm and how to get help if they have any 

worries. We look forward to working with the 

NSPCC to empower and protect our children. 

 

Thank you to the PSA 

What a fantastic end to Term 1 for the children! 

The PSA’s Creepy Crawly Costume Party was a 



resounding success with children having a 

wonderful time. Thank you to all the families who 

participated, and to the amazing PSA who worked 

so very hard to deliver this wonderful event for 

the children. A total of £480 was raised which will 

all go towards supporting the children of St. 

Michael’s. 

 

Children in Need: Playden’s Got Talent 

 

As we publish this, we are enjoying our third 

‘Playden’s Got Talent’ show, raising money for 

BBC Children in Need. Thank you to all families for 

their support in raising funds for this worthwhile 

cause. Look out for snapshots of the event on our 

Facebook page! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THINK BEFORE YOU PARK! 

On Tuesday 12th November there was a near-miss 

outside the school due to parents double-parking 

– this could have been a very serious incident. 

Once again we remind parents that there is to be 

NO DOUBLE-PARKING outside the school. This is 

illegal and it makes it extremely dangerous when 

children are crossing the road at very busy times in 

the school day. You could endanger a child’s life – 

think before you park. 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your might. 

(Deuteronomy 6:5) 

 


