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Important Dates 

Tues 17 Dec Christmas Nativity at Iden 
Church 2:15pm 

Wed 18 Dec Christmas Nativity at Iden 
Church 2:15pm 

Thurs 19 Dec Christmas Breakfast  
8:00am School hall 

Thurs 19 Dec  Christmas Lunch 
 

Thurs 19 Dec  PSA event Christmas Jumper  
Day £1.00 

Fri 20 Dec Last day of Term 
 

Monday 6th 
January 2020 

Inset Day 

Tuesday 7th 
January 2020 

First Day of Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The highlight of our week has been our trip to 

Preston Manor and the Booth Museum of Natural 

History, both in Brighton.  At Preston Manor we 

met with the head housekeeper, Mrs. Storey, with 

regard to our applications for positions within the 

household.  We were struck by the stark contrast 

of 'upstairs' and 'downstairs' and considered why 

a life in service in a manor house was a desirable 

post for children from poorer backgrounds during 

the Industrial Revolution.  At the Booth Museum, 

we looked at variation in different species of 

bird.  We considered why Georgian and Victorian 

collectors carried out their scientific studies 

through the collection of specimens, rather than 

how we might today through photography.  We 

also saw some skeletons of different mammals 

and were able to draw similarities and differences 

between the bone structures, based on the 

environment the mammals lived in. 

 

In topic we have looked at how shafts, drives, 

cams, gears and pulleys were used in factories to 

transfer energy from the power source to other 

levels of the factory and over floors of 

machinery.  We have begun to look at how water 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship to the end of term:  
We look forward to our Nativity Services at Iden Church when we recall the story of the birth of Jesus: from the 
visit of Angel Gabriel to Mary, up to the visit of the Wise Men to Jesus. Please join us at church as we celebrate 
the true meaning of Christmas. 

 



vapour (steam) was also used during the Industrial 

Revolution as a power source and have been 

discussing how essential water was in the 

mechanisation of labour when the country moved 

away from a cottage industry towards production 

on a much larger scale. 

 

In maths we were looking at dividing fractions by 

an integer (whole number).  We looked at how 

closely the division of fractions by integers links 

with the multiplication of fractions by fractions 

and considered how we can use this to help 

us.  We have now come to the end of our unit on 

fractions, but will continue to re-visit key concepts 

throughout the year.  This week we have been 

learning about coordinates, first refreshing our 

knowledge of the first quadrant and then moving 

onto the four quadrants where both the x and y 

axes move into negative coordinates.  We have 

also been learning how to reflect and translate 

shapes from one position on a grid to another.   

 

 

We have just finished the second book in the 

Narnia Chronicles "The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe" and have had some really good 

discussions about betrayal, forgiveness and 

understanding more about the Christian beliefs on 

why Jesus died for people. The rest of the series is 

very good - you might like to carry on reading 

them. We have a set of the books in the 

classroom.  

 

We have been using familiar story plans to write 

our own versions of stories and are coming up 

with terrific ideas and ways to infer emotions to 

the reader rather than just use words like angry 

and sad. We are learning more about using 

dialogue to move the story on and when to use 

reported speech. 

 

Year 5 pupils have taken a reading test, which has 

a lot more reading in it and are building resilience 

for reading and learning to skim and scan a piece 

of text. 

 

In maths we have been working on fractions and 

division. We are learning to look for patterns and 

known number facts and to use partitioning and 

short division with remainders. Year 5 pupils are 

using the inverse to check their answers.  

 

We have completed our topic work and have 

really enjoyed learning more about Monarchs and 

how they have influenced history. Our trip to the 

Tower of London was a huge success. We loved 

travelling by train, seeing more of London and 

seeing some historical sights first hand. Thank you 

so much to the parents who came along. We had a 

really worthwhile day. 

 

In music we are learning about orchestral 

instruments and listened to a range of Coronation 

Seashell 

class 

 



Jellyfish 

class 

music. We talked about tempo, rhythm and pitch 

and even played along on our own instruments. 

We are looking forward to the last week of term 

and all the nativity activities! 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, Jellyfish Class have moved from 

subtraction to multiplication over the past two 

weeks and are now confidently counting in 

multiples and solving tricky problems related to 

these skills. The Year 2s have focused on multiples 

of 2, 5 and 10, while the Year 3s have begun to 

look at connections between the multiples they 

know and those they don’t. This has helped them 

to count in multiples of 30, 40, 50 and 60 and 

reason about these multiples and their patterns. 

 

In English, the children have been studying the 

features of non-chronological reports and 

comparing them to other writing genres they 

know and have used. They then used a search 

engine to research answers to specific questions 

about their chosen African country, before 

recording their answers as brief notes, using 

bullet-points. This was in preparation for writing 

their own non-chronological reports about their 

country.  Using an example report about Morocco, 

the children highlighted all the language they liked 

and considered the sentence structures, before 

writing their own reports which followed the same 

modelled structure. Year 2s focused on the use of 

technical vocabulary and trying to vary sentence 

openers, while the Year 3s focused on the ‘golden 

thread’ (main theme) which ties each paragraph 

together in their report, using conjunctions which 

help them to do this.  

 

In RE, the children have been considering their 

own impressions of what a king is, before studying 

paintings of the birth of Jesus, such as Botticelli’s 

‘Mystic Nativity’, to see how Jesus’ birth is 

portrayed as something special. We then thought 

about how Jesus is known as the ‘king of kings’ 

and what this really means. How does this break 

the stereotype of a ‘king’? 

 

In Design Technology, the children learnt all about 

the Baule farming tribe from Ivory Coast in Africa. 

We studied their goli (Harvest) festivals and the 

masks the tribe members wear to worship the sun 

and the animals and crops they rely on throughout 

the year. We then created design criteria for our 

own goli masks and planned how we each wanted 

our masks to look to meet these criteria. The 

children then made their own masks using a range 

of materials, before fully evaluating their products 

against the original design criteria.  

 

Finally, in Science and Geography, the children 

watched the final episode of David Attenborough’s 

‘Africa’ series to learn all about how different 

African ecosystems are being affected by humans, 

through poaching, deforestation and the increase 

in the planet’s climate. We then wrote our own 



analyses of the positive and negative impact 

humans have had on the different species we 

learnt about, such as Kenyan lions, Virunga 

Mountain Gorillas and the incredibly endangered 

white rhino.   

 

 

 

 

  

As part of our 'big question' work on looking at 

animals and where they lived, we have been 

learning about creatures that live under the sea. 

We enjoyed learning different facts about the sea 

creatures and played games guessing the creature 

after being given some clues.  

 

In maths, the year 1 children have been learning 

about subtraction. We looked at lots of different 

scenarios where objects were moved or actually 

'taken away' to embed the concept. We moved on 

to writing number sentences and using a number 

line to help calculate the answers. We will be 

looking at 2D and 3D shapes over the next week.  

 

In English, they have written lots of facts about 

animals and their babies. They extended their 

learning by researching animals beyond those we 

were looking at. They were helped to find out 

what other animal babies were called by using the 

internet.  

 

The reception children are now consolidating the 

letter sounds they have learned so far. They have 

really enjoyed playing interactive games on the 

board which focus on the sounds they have been 

learning. In maths, we are looking at 2D shapes 

and have been cutting shapes out to make 

pictures.  

 

We had an amazing afternoon working with a local 

artist. We read a book that has just been written 

and not published to the outside world yet. The 

story is about a little boy who wants to go to the 

moon and looks at it through a telescope. We 

were inspired to then make our own telescopes 

which look fantastic.  

 

We have all begun to write letters to Father 

Christmas to explain how good we have been this 

year. We will be making some decorations this 

week and will be practising songs for our 

Christmas service.  

Rye Christmas Festival Parade 

A huge thank you to those parents and children 

who took part and represented St. Michael’s in the 

recent Rye Christmas Festival Parade (despite the 

rain!). Our lanterns were beautiful and it made for 

a perfect start to the Christmas season. 

Pebble 

class 



Reverse Advent Calendar 

We are so very grateful for the wealth of 

donations to our Advent Food Boxes – your 

generosity is much appreciated and will go a long 

way to make someone else’s Christmas a happier 

one – thank you. These will be donated to the Rye 

Food Bank on Friday. 

 

The Snow Queen 

Thank you to all the families for their patience and 

understanding last Friday when the end-of-day 

was rather disrupted due to the coach having 

difficulty getting to our site at such a busy time of 

day. We appreciate that it was not an ideal 

situation and meant that pick up was significantly 

delayed in some cases.  

Reading with your children over the 

Christmas break 

Reading is an awesome way to spend your 

downtime and holiday breaks and chilly winter 

weekends offer the perfect excuse to encourage 

your children to snuggle under a warm blanket 

with their favourite book. Whether your child is an 

enthusiastic bookworm or a little less excited 

about the whole idea, these suggestions are 

designed to help keep them turning the pages 

over the break from school: 

 Try a reading challenge: motivate with a 

‘sweetener’. 

 Hook them with a book set: a complete 

series is a great gift! 

 Share a book: read the same book together 

and talk to your child about it. 

 Take reading on the road: Don’t forget to 

pack a paperback for any long journeys you 

may have 

 Don’t forget non-fiction: how about an 

annual for Christmas? 

 Finally, make time to read together as a 

family: read aloud to your child; 

committing to a special time each day to 

slow down, snuggle together and enjoy the 

closeness of reading together. 

Winter Crisis Plan 

This is a reminder that in the case of adverse 

weather over the Christmas break which may 

necessitate a school closure, please check the 

County website below:  

https://apps.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearn

ing/schools/schoolclosures/ 

Local radio stations will also be contacted and our 

website will be updated to reflect any closures at 

the first opportunity, so please check this if 

unsure. All families will also be notified by text. 

 

 

https://apps.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures/
https://apps.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures/


Christmas Wishes 

I would like to once again thank you for your 

continued support in making St. Michael’s such a 

special place to work. Having had a very busy 

countdown to Christmas, we look forward to a bit 

of relaxation and festive fun over the holidays. 

As this is our final newsletter of the term, I wish 

you all an enjoyable Christmas break and a very 

happy and prosperous New Year. I look forward to 

welcoming the children back on Tuesday 7th 

January, 2020. 

Mrs. C. Marshall, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

She will bear a Son; and you shall call 

his name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins. 

(Matthew 1:21) 

 


