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Important Dates 

Mon 2 Dec  Tower of London Trip for 
Seashells class 

Tues 3 Dec Skiltek Football Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm  

Tues 3 Dec  Lantern workshop: Waves class 

Wed 4 Dec  Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Saturday 7 Dec Rye Christmas Festival 

Tues 10 Dec 
 

Skiltek Football Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm  

Wed 11 Dec Movers and Groovers 
3.30pm 4.30pm 

Wed 11 Dec Preston Manor Trip for Waves 
class 

Thurs 12 Dec Flu vaccination  for children that 
parents signed the consent 
form 

Fri 13 Dec The Snow Queen. The whole 
school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow, what a fortnight!  The children in Waves 

Class have been fantastic ambassadors for the 

school, leading tours of the school for prospective 

parents on our open morning and giving speeches 

about the range of experiences that they have had 

during their time here at St. Michael's.  They really 

impressed and we had some super feedback from 

the attendees praising our children. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Kemsley for going above and 

beyond to support us this week in raising money 

for our Christmas Lantern Making Workshop 

through our cake sales.  On Monday afternoon, at 

a time when teachers had just been informed 

about Ofsted the following day, it was fantastic to 

see our little school community pull together to 

support one another and we are extremely 

grateful.  We have raised £143.45 through the two 

cake sales this week.  Thank you also to everyone 

who had baked, bought or somehow provided 

cakes for our sale. 

 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for the next fortnight:  
We continue to focus on our Christian Value of LOVE as we prepare for Christ’s birth; we will focusing on the 
season of Advent and thinking about the love that Mary and Joseph had for each other as they made the 
journey to Bethlehem. 

 



In English we have followed Emily and Lizzie all the 

way to Bleakdale Mill where they are now working 

as apprentices in the cotton industry.  We have 

been focusing on making inferences in our 

reading, ensuring that we justify our ideas using 

evidence from the text and answering in full 

sentences.  In writing we have been focusing on 

descriptions, thinking about how we can describe 

a setting through 'show, not tell'.  We have also 

been looking at the use of semi-colons in place of 

coordinating conjunctions in a compound 

sentence, joining the two main clauses together 

e.g Lucy's favourite subject is English; Nathan's is 

History. 

 

In Maths we have continued our focus on 

fractions.  We have been adding and subtracting 

mixed number fractions through two methods: 

partitioning and converting the mixed number 

fraction to an improper fraction before then 

adding or subtracting and simplifying.  We have 

also been mutliplying fractions by integers, looking 

at the relationship between multiplication and 

repeated addition and we have moved on to 

multiplying fractions by fractions.  We were really 

surprised to find that when you multiply a fraction 

by a fraction, the product is smaller than your 

multiplier or multiplicand as they are less than 1 to 

start with! 

 

As we explore our big question, we have made 

working water wheels in DT and written 

instructions for how to do this.  Our investigation 

in to how to position the water flow to get the 

most efficient spin ended in disaster: many of our 

water wheels collapsed in the process (although 

our initial tests to check that they were working 

were all successful!).  In History we have been 

learning about the conditions in which children 

worked during the Industrial Revolution.   The jobs 

children were asked to do were often quite 

dangerous and we have also looked at what 

changes and legislation was brought in by the end 

of the Victorian period in order to improve the 

lives of children. 

 

 

The class has now moved on to learn more about 

Queen Victoria and what life was like during 

Victorian Times. We have discussed what kind of a 

Monarch would be useful in this era and how they 

would improve life for the poor. We have been 

amazed at how difficult life was for so many. 

 

The pupils have been reading non-fiction books 

and learning to skim read and locate information 

across a range of paragraphs and have used their 

new historical knowledge to write in a genre of 

their choice. Year 5 pupils are being particularly 

challenged to write in a range of styles, including 

news reports, poetry and diary entries. 
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In maths we are now learning to use formal 

written methods for multiplication and to apply 

these skills when doing problem solving. Year 5 

pupils will soon be learning to multiply by two 

digit numbers.  Please continue to ensure your 

child has fast mental recall for all times tables 

facts to 12x12. 

 

We are very much looking forward to visiting the 

Tower of London on Monday. Homework this 

week is to work on their castles and to learn more 

about the Tower and what they can expect to see 

when we get there. 

 

In Science they are continuing with their new 

topic, ROCKS and are making observations about 

different types of rocks and their uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past two weeks in Maths, we have 

consolidated our learning of addition methods, 

before moving on to work with subtraction. We 

have been representing numbers in lots of 

different ways and using concrete apparatus to 

support our work in this area. The Year 2s began 

by subtracting 2- digit numbers without exchange, 

using Base 10 and number lines, before moving 

onto work on exchanging Tens for ten Ones and 

tackling trickier subtraction calculations. The Year 

3s have been working with 3-digit numbers and 

beginning to use the columnar method to support 

their work. They started with numbers which 

didn’t require any exchange, then progressed to 

the very challenging stage of subtracting with a 

double exchange. Alongside this, the children 

worked with Dienes and place value counters and 

we had lots of discussion about efficient methods 

and ways to speed up their calculations. We have 

also tackled some tricky reasoning and problem-

solving challenges related to our learning in each 

year group.  

 

In English, the children have written some 

fantastic traditional tales about Ananse the Spider, 

the selfish, cunning character from Ghanaian 

folklore. We used our sequencing and caption 

work to support our retelling of the story and used 

some beautiful sentence openers, conjunctions 

and descriptive vocabulary to write our stories. 

The Year 2s were focused specifically on their past 

tense verbs, their interesting openers and their 

accurate retelling, while the Year 3s were 

challenged to include inverted commas and direct 

speech to support the flow of their storytelling. 

We discussed the rules linked to this form of 

punctuation and some of the Year 2s had a go too! 

The stories sound brilliant and the children are 

really proud of them. 

 

As we explore our big question, the children have 

been researching their chosen African country and 

investigating the features of MS PowerPoint in 

order to present their findings in an appealing 

way. The children had to find specific information 



about their country, such as: the flag, traditional 

food, climate, landscape, capital city, landmarks 

and currency. When they found their facts, they 

practised their typing and note-taking skills to 

transfer this to their PowerPoints. The children 

worked hard on this and chose appropriate images 

to match the content of each slide.  

 

Finally, the children have also been working on 

their interview skills as they write, practise and 

prepare an interview between two children from 

Malawi and an interviewer. We did lots of 

research about how climate change is impacting 

school children in Malawi and what can be done 

to help reduce the impact. Then the children took 

on the roles of ‘interviewer’ and ‘child from 

Malawi’ and prepared scripted interviews, which 

were then performed, recorded and up-levelled.  

 

 

 

 

  

We have been continuing our work on our big 

question, 'What if all the animals had to move 

home?'  We have read a lovely story called, 

'Augustus' Smile', which is about a tiger. We used 

the story to inspire us to find out lots of facts 

about tigers and thought carefully about why a 

tiger couldn't live in our back gardens.  

 

In maths, the year 1 children have been working 

on number bonds to 10. We have been doing this 

in a variety of ways, using equipment and writing 

number sentences. Some of the children are 

managing quick recall of the number facts. We 

have also revised addition and extended our 

learning by using number lines to calculate the 

answers.  In English, they have written some tiger 

facts that we found out by researching on the 

internet. They have also begun to explore 

adjectives by writing some descriptions of under 

the sea creatures. 

 

The Reception children are now beginning the 

next phase of their phonics learning. They have 

been introduced to the term 'digraph' and have 

been learning where these usually appear within a 

word. In maths, they have learned about the 

number 10 this week and went off to make the 

number 10 using different objects of their choice.  

 

In our creative work, we have all made some 

wonderful rain sticks to recreate some of the 

sounds you can hear in a jungle. We have also 

begun to create some sea monsters and are 

looking forward to decorating them next week.  

 

Ofsted Inspection 

On Tuesday 26th November the school underwent 

an Ofsted inspection. The inspectors spent their 

time observing a wide range of lessons and 

looking at the quality of education in the school, 

and the impact of the curriculum. They also looked 
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at personal development, behaviour, attitudes and 

welfare of pupils at the school, the promotion of 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development; 

and how well the school is led and managed. The 

outcome of this inspection will be communicated 

to all parents as soon as the report has been 

published. 

Thank you to all parents who took the time to 

complete the online Parent View survey – your 

feedback was much appreciated. 

Rye Christmas Festival 

Waves class will be taking part in a workshop led 

by Radiator Arts next week where they will work 

in teams to make beautiful willow lanterns which 

will be used in the Rye Christmas Festival parade. 

Thank you to all who contributed to raising funds 

for this event by supporting their cake sale! 

All are welcome to join us and represent St. 

Michael’s at this event. Those committed to 

holding lanterns, to assemble at the Rye Baptist 

Church at 4:00 pm on Saturday 7th December. All 

schools will leave from here and depart for the 

station where the procession begins.  

Other children and parents willing to join the 

procession and represent St. Michael’s, to be at 

the station by 4:15 pm. Everyone is encouraged to 

wear Christmas jumpers, hats or costumes. You 

are welcome to bring bells, tambourines or any 

other jingly Christmas instruments you may have; 

small torches are also welcome. All children must 

be accompanied by a responsible adult at all 

times. Please support us on this wonderful 

evening to kick-start the Christmas celebrations! 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Following the letter distributed at the start of this 

week, we remind families to make a note of the 

date on which your child should bring in their 

contribution towards their class Advent Food Box. 

Let’s make this another successful community 

initiative as we gather contributions for the Rye 

Food Bank whilst we count down to Christmas.  

Christmas Post 

As is tradition, our Christmas Post Box will be 

available in the school reception for pupils to post 

cards to their friends or teachers at the school 

should they wish to. Please ensure that all 

envelopes are clearly labelled with the name AND 

class or year group of the child for whom the card 

is intended. 

Deadline for final 

posting is 

Thursday 19th 

December. 

 

PSA Festive Film Night 

On Monday 16th December the PSA are holding a 

Festive Film Night showing ‘The Polar Express’. 

Tickets are £5.00 to include food and drink. 

Children are invited to bring in pyjamas and a 

snuggle blanket too! Please ensure permission 

slips are returned to the school office by 

Wednesday 11th December. These events are 



always popular so remember to book your tickets 

early! 

 

 

The Snow Queen 

We are looking forward to attending the 

production of The Snow Queen at Peasmarsh CE 

Primary School on the afternoon of Friday 13th 

December. Please ensure that your donation of 

£5.00 for this event is paid via School Money and 

that all permission slips are received by Monday 

9th December.  

Looking for a career in Teaching? 

Bromley Schools’ Collegiate are running a teaching 

information event on 2nd December, 4-6 pm at Rye 

College – go along for the opportunity to discover 

a new career! 

 

 

Parent Talk: Different behaviour between 

school and home? 

Do you have a Jekyll and Hyde character in your 

house? Do they behave well at school and then 

very different at home? This empowering talk is 

for you!  

Learning outcomes: 

 Understanding a child’s stress scales 

 Understanding how to use the Zones of 

Regulation toolkit (which we use at school) 

 Practical ideas of how to release the stress 

of a school day before they explode 

 How to work collaboratively with school to 

reduce stress at home 

 The use of visual aids, non-verbal cues and 

de-escalation techniques 

Monday 13th January, 6pm-8pm at Gildredge 

House School, Eastbourne. To apply for tickets, go 

to: http://bit.ly/2PFqJmS 

 

http://bit.ly/2PFqJmS


Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Lucia 

Jellyfish class:  Harry 

Seashell class: Connie 

Waves class: Evie 

Last week: 

Pebble Class: Thomas 

Jellyfish class:  Natty 

Seashell class: Joseph 

Waves class: Talia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Grey 

Jellyfish class: Henry T 

Seashell class: Emily 

Waves class: Elizabeth 

Last week: 

Pebble Class: Arthur 

Jellyfish class:  Hermione 

Seashell class: Alfie 

Waves class: Woody 

 

 

 
Closing Reflection 

We love because He first loved us. 

(1 John 4:19) 

 


