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Important Dates 

Wed 22 Jan Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

Wed 22 Jan Netball Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 23 Jan Time to Dance 
3.30pm -4.30pm 

Mon 27 Jan Seashells Class trip to China 
Town 

Wed 29 Jan Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

Wed 29 Jan Netball Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm  

Wed 29 Jan  Waves Class trip  to National 
Maritime 

Thurs 30 Jan Residential Meeting 
School Hall 3.00pm 

Thurs 30 Jan Time to Dance 
3.30pm -4.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

We kicked off the year as part of our themed 

‘Earth Week’ looking at 19 positive news stories 

from 2019 that may not have been reported in the 

main media and the implications of these for our 

planet.  The children were really inspired by some 

of the ideas, such as: paying for metro tickets in 

Rome by recycling plastic bottles; planting bee-

friendly flowers on the top of bus stops to support 

bee populations; planting trees; and solar 

powered interceptor boats cleaning up plastic 

from rivers and seas.  Following research about 

the idea they were most inspired by, the children 

have written letters to the appropriate audience 

suggesting this be an innovation either locally or in 

this country. 

 

This week, as we explore our big question, ‘What if 

we never left our shores?’, we have been finding 

out about a range of explorers, creating a 

chronology of exploration from the Ancient 

Egyptians in 3000BC right up to the present day 

with Sir Ranulph Fiennes - 'the greatest living 

explorer'.  In English, the children have been 

planning and writing non-chronological reports 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship this term:  
This term we are focusing on our Christian value of RESPECT, alongside British Values. We will start each week 
focusing on one of the British Values as we explore topical news stories which provide opportunities for our 
children to learn from our world and develop respect for others’ beliefs, feelings and faiths. 

 



about Antarctica as we prepare to focus on the 

explorer Ernest Shackleton and his death defying 

expedition on the Endeavour to the Antarctic.   

 

In maths, we have been revisiting place value as 

our topic focuses on decimals.   We have been 

identifying the value of digits and using the base 

10 to compare the value of the digits as we head 

past the decimal point.  We have been multiplying 

and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1000, as well 

as multiplying and dividing decimals by integers in 

problem contexts such as money.  We have also 

completed a practice SAT paper in maths for the 

children to become more familiar with the 

expectation of work in the amount of time 

allocated and the types of questions they will be 

asked. 

 

 

What a fantastic start to term. We spent much of 

the first week, ‘Earth week’, learning about how 

the way we live impacts our environment and all 

about climate change. We have started making 

posters to encourage people to live in a more 

sustainable way and are discussing how we can be 

involved in planting more trees. 

 

We have begun our topic on China too! We are 

investigating our big question, ‘What if we lived 

during the Shang Dynasty?’, but in order to place 

this into context we are learning more about 

modern day China as well as some of the famous 

historical features. We have found the research 

very interesting and are making notes so we can 

write what we have learned and put them into our 

own sentences. Year 5 pupils are using dictionaries 

with independence to look up unfamiliar words 

and to use synonyms in the correct context. We 

are using historical and geographical language and 

writing for a specific audience. We are so excited 

about our trip to Chinatown! 

 

In English we are reading The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter, by Philip Pullman and will soon write 

our own quest stories. Year 5 pupils are working 

hard to create clear links between paragraphs, 

whilst Year 4 are focussing on using a range of 

vocabulary to improve description. We are 

learning about traditional tales and myths from 

China so we can and write and perform our own 

shadow puppet plays.  Thanks to Viva (Laurie’s 

mum) who is helping us with this huge endeavour. 

  

In maths we are grappling with equivalent 

fractions. Everyone is learning a lot and is finding 

out how much knowing times tables facts helps 

with this. The Year 5 pupils will soon be learning to 

convert fractions using the lowest common 

denominator, which means knowing times tables 

facts will be crucial. 

 

The year 4 times table check is coming up soon! 

Google ‘maths frame times tables check’ to find a 
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website that is useful to practise. They have 6 

seconds to answer each question. We are also 

delighted to announce that Maths Shed is back 

and you can access this via Spelling Shed.  It is very 

good for practising number facts. 

  

In Science we are moving on to Forces, and in RE 

we have been thinking about what kind of world 

Jesus would have liked. 

 

 

 

 

 

The children in Jellyfish Class began their new 

term enjoying ‘Earth Week’. We recapped lots of 

the things we had been learning about in our 

previous term’s topic and linked this to the new 

things that had developed over the Christmas 

holiday, in relation to the state of our planet.  

 

In English last week, we studied the terrible events 

that happened (and are continuing to happen) in 

Australia over the holiday. We learnt all about the 

bush fires, focusing on how scientists are 

connecting the severity of these fires to the 

increasing temperature and extreme weather on 

our planet. However, we always like to search for 

positivity, even when faced with such tragic 

stories, so we honed in on the incredible story of 

Chad Staples, the zoo-keeper who rescued two-

hundred innocent animals from an approaching 

bush fire. The children studied the features of 

newspapers, then planned and wrote their own 

newspaper reports to retell this amazing tale in 

the style of a news reporter. The Year 2 children 

focused on using powerful vocabulary and finding 

synonyms to up-level their choices while the Year 

3s introduced a range of conjunctions and 

separated their writing into logical paragraphs.  

 

During the afternoons of ‘Earth Week’, the 

children learnt all about the different processes 

that go into making particular everyday items, 

such as aluminium cans and loaves of bread, and 

how they are transported from factory to shop to 

home. We did lots of role-play and work with 

flowcharts to fully understand the enormity of the 

process for making just one can of Coke or a loaf 

of Hovis! It was a real revelation. They considered 

all the different uses of fossil fuels throughout 

these processes and drew conclusions about how 

to reduce the impact on the planet.  

 

As we begin to explore our big question, ‘What if 

England was never invaded?’ in this week’s English 

lessons, the children have begun to read 

‘Beowulf’, the famous Anglo-Saxon tale of 

monsters and heroes. It is truly gory and the 

children have loved it so far! We have been using 

our VIPERS reading strategy to really deepen our 

understanding of the text and answer some tricky 

comprehension questions. We have also written 

some character descriptions of Beowulf himself.  

 

In Maths over the past two weeks, the children 

have continued to work on multiples but using the 



context of money. The Year 2s have been working 

with multiples of 2s, 5s and 10s, using both notes 

and coins, while the Year 3s have included larger 

multiples of 20s and 50s. Those confident enough 

have also converted between pounds and pence 

when working on these tasks. Following that, the 

children have been solving some tricky problems 

relating to these known times tables, as well as 

recognising, making and adding equal groups 

using concrete apparatus and pictorial 

representations. Again, the Year 3s have been 

working with some more complex times tables 

and making connections with those that they 

know. 

 

Finally, in History this week, we have begun to 

learn about the invasion of the Romans in AD43 

and the huge impact that they had on our little 

island. We learnt all about Boudicca, the leader of 

the rebellious Iceni tribe, and how they were 

defeated in battle by the incredibly skilled Roman 

armies. We really enjoyed considering how 

different life may be for us, had the Romans not 

occupied our country for a whopping 350 years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have made such a good start to the new year. 

In ‘Earth Week’, our first week back, we focused 

on our world and the environment. We read a 

great story which gave us ideas on how to reuse a 

carrier bag as it was causing problems to the 

creatures in the sea. We have also read an 

information book and learned about ways in 

which we can help to sustain the world we live in.  

 

The year 1 children have been doing lots of work 

on 3D shapes. They have looked at their 

properties and seen how many exist as everyday 

objects around the school.  Their early morning 

work has focused on counting in 2s, 5s and 10s 

and we will be moving on to look at the ways to 

make 20 next week. In English,   they did some 

great writing about 'Stanley' who is the carrier bag 

featured in our story. This week, they have been 

writing about how hot air balloons work as we 

explore our big question, 'What if there were no 

aeroplanes?' 

 

The reception children have been busy working on 

their letter sounds. They have been practising the 

more difficult digraphs, 'ch', 'sh' and 'th'. They are 

really trying hard to form letters and love using 

the whiteboards to get used to writing. In maths, 

they have been working on one more and one less 

than a given number. They have been using 

number lines to help them.  

 

The whole class is loving our new topic so far. We 

have thought about some of the different ways we 

could travel through the air. We have looked 

closely at hot air balloons this week and we have 

begun to make our own small ones which are 

'floating' around our classroom.  
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Reading – discover the magic!  

As we continue our journey to become a Reading 

School, we remind parents of the importance and 

sheer pleasure to be had through the magic of 

reading. Apart from being the foundation of 

learning and education, reading brings so many 

other things to children: comfort and reassurance, 

confidence and security, relaxation, happiness and 

fun. In this fast-paced and increasingly 

technological world we live in, we leave you with 

this thought: 

Swimming: Year 3 

A reminder to all Year 3 parents: the community 

bus will leave PROMPTLY on Tuesdays at 8:45 am 

to enable a punctual start to the swimming lesson. 

Any child arriving after that time will have to be 

taken directly to the Rye Swimming Pool by the 

parent. 

Attendance 

Unfortunately, due largely to winter bugs and 

term-time holidays, our whole school attendance 

fell last term to 94.15% which lies below the 

National Average.  

We take this opportunity to remind all parents of 

the importance of excellent attendance and this 

includes being punctual to school each day. We 

look forward to improved attendance figures for 

Term 3. 

 

A message from Rev T  

Thank you very much for all the lovely cards, 

presents and wishes which I received for my 

Retirement. I have been delighted to join the 

school for so many occasions and will really miss 

you all. God’s blessings for 2020. 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Matylda 

Jellyfish class: Vinnie 



Seashell class: Jack 

Waves class: Rosie 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Mya & Poppi 

Jellyfish class: Lia-Louise 

Seashell class: Darcey 

Waves class: Martha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself. 

(Matthew 22:39) 

 


