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Important Dates 

Wed 5 Feb Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

Wed 5 Feb Netball Club 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thurs 6 Feb Time to Dance 
3.30pm -4.30pm 

Wed 12 Feb Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

Wed 12 Feb No Netball Club 
This week  

Wed 12 Feb  Time to Dance at the White 
Rock Theatre evening 
performance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had an excellent day at the Maritime Museum 

in Greenwich on Wednesday finding out all about 

the history of travelling by sea.   In the Sea Things 

gallery we looked at lots of different objects linked 

with the sea; in the Polar Worlds gallery we looked 

at artefacts and primary sources from history, 

considering how it would have felt to have been a 

member of Ernest Shackleton's crew on the 

Endeavour Expedition; and in the Hands On 

gallery, we found out all about life at sea, sending 

messages via Morse code and looking at what 

provisions would have been in the galley. 

As we explored our big question, we spent some 

time using the computers to research animals that 

manage to survive in harsh polar conditions.  The 

children looked at lots of images and chose an 

animal to make a clay model of, considering which 

tools they would need to use to create the 

necessary effects to make their models as life-like 

as possible.  After watching with baited breath to 

see if they would crack as they dried, the children 

have painted and glazed these; they are looking 

amazing! 

In English, we have been reading William 

Grill's Shackleton's Journey and have  found out all 

about the challenges the team faced on their 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for the next fortnight:  
We continue to focus on our Christian value of RESPECT as we explore topical news stories from around the 
world - giving our children opportunities to learn about our world, develop independence, resilience and 
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Antarctic adventure.  We have written 

descriptions of settings and considered how we 

can effectively edit and improve a paragraph for a 

greater impact on the reader.  In grammar, 

punctuation and spelling (GPS) we have begun to 

look at questions from past papers and address 

gaps in our learning, linking where possible with 

an extract of text or our writing sessions. 

In maths, we have introduced 'The Daily 10' 

mental maths challenges, emphasising the 

importance of efficient mental methods for 

successful mathematicians.  You may well have 

noticed a change in focus in our online maths 

homework too, with this now being set on 

MathsShed (the username is the same as for 

SpellingShed) and focusing on key facts such as 

times tables, place value and number bonds to 

further develop the children's confidence and 

ability with their mental recall of facts.  In our 

main maths lessons we have built upon our 

knowledge of fractions and decimals and are now 

learning about percentages.  The children have 

been looking explicitly at the relationship between 

fractions, decimals and percentages and 

converting between them.  We have also been 

linking back to our work on multiplying and 

dividing by 10 and 100 to work out 10% and 1% in 

order to find percentages of amounts. 

 

 

Over the last couple of weeks we have been 

learning so much more about the Shang Dynasty. 

We have learned about the kind and evil Emperors 

and some pretty gruesome deaths. We have been 

fascinated to learn more about how the Priests 

engraved questions onto dragon bones to ask the 

gods about the future. 

We created our own dragon bones out of clay and 

wrote questions for the gods to answer (in 

Chinese!). We have written detailed diary entries 

from different points of view, reflecting on what 

life would have been like back then. 

We are also planning and writing our own Chinese 

Quest-style narratives based loosely on the 

framework of ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter.’ 

Linking the paragraphs in an extended narrative is 

hard work and the Year 5 pupils are doing 

extensive editing to ensure the stories flow and 

have a clear link between events and characters. 

We are ensuring that we build tension through 

careful language choices. 

In maths we are continuing with the challenge of 

equivalent fractions and using times tables to be 

able to identify and convert them. Year 5 also 

need to use percentages and link these to 

decimals and fractions. 
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The dragon projects are looking fabulous, just a 

reminder that they are due on the 6th February. 

You can pop into the classroom to see some lovely 

examples for ideas. 

In Science the pupils are learning about forces and 

continue with PE and Spanish on Wednesdays and 

Fridays. 

Please remember, the Year 4 statutory times 

tables test is coming up – keep practising, all 

pupils need to have fast mental recall for all times 

tables and division facts to 12x 12. 

Maths and Spelling shed are going well and the 

competition is heating up. We love to see the 

leader board change. 

 

 

 

 

 

In English over the past two weeks, the children 

have been continuing to enjoy the adventures of 

Beowulf the warrior. We have carried out lots of 

comprehension tasks throughout our English 

lessons, focusing significantly on the powerful 

vocabulary used in the story. We have used 

thesauruses to find meanings and synonyms for 

some of these words and then wrote our own 

setting descriptions of the dreadful ‘Lake of 

Demons’, where Beowulf goes to fight Grendel’s 

mother. We studied the images of the setting and 

used shared writing to come up with some 

powerful phrases to describe what we could see. 

We used similes, metaphors (including 

personification) and alliteration to appeal to our 

readers. The year 3s were challenged to use a 

theme for each paragraph of their descriptions, 

organising their writing thoughtfully to increase its 

impact on the reader. The year 2s were 

encouraged to avoid the use of ‘the’, ‘a’ or ‘an’ in 

their descriptions and challenged to use adjectives 

or verbs instead.  

Once we finished the story, we deliberated over 

who was to blame for Beowulf’s death. The 

children had some strong opinions and were 

encouraged to express these effectively in a 

debate! They planned a balanced argument in 

preparation for this debate and had to use 

reference to the text to support their claims. The 

debate was a success and both sides put forward 

excellent points, but I (the judge) was swayed by 

some very convincing debating from the ‘defence’ 

team, who claimed Wiglaf was not responsible for 

his cousin’s death! To conclude this unit of work, 

the children wrote balanced arguments, using the 

ideas they had generated earlier in the week. The 

children were encouraged to use appropriate 

conjunctions to connect their sentences and 

paragraphs together, before making a final 

conclusion.  

In Maths, the children have been solving lots of 

problems related to times tables, learning how to 

draw out the required calculations for the text and 

explain their answers using careful reasoning. We 

have used pictures, repeated addition, the 



multiplication symbol, arrays and stem sentences 

to represent problems in a range of different ways 

and make connections between multiplication and 

repeated addition. The year 2s have been focused 

on the 2s, 5s and 10s, while the year 3s have been 

working on the 3s and 4s, as well as using this 

knowledge to work with the 8 times table. The 

year 2s have also had a go at some practice SATs 

papers, familiarising themselves with the styles of 

SATs question in a relaxed, supportive 

environment, where we can discuss problems and 

ways of solving them.  

We had a special visit from ‘Mortimer the 

archaeologist’ as part of our Anglo-Saxon topic 

and we learnt all sorts of fascinating facts and had 

lots of laughs when he delivered an excellent 

workshop to the class last week. The children 

were able to dress up as Anglo-Saxon ‘churls’ and 

kings and try their hand at grinding wheat into 

flour, weaving on a loom and fighting against the 

wild Viking invaders. It was an interesting, 

educational and fun experience for the whole 

class, including the adults! 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are absolutely loving the work on our big 

question, 'What if there were no aeroplanes?'. We 

started off by learning about hot air balloons. We 

looked at when they were invented and how they 

work. WE made some fabulous model hot air 

balloons which are 'floating' across the ceiling in 

our classroom.  

The year 1 children have been doing some work 

on addition and using a number line to 'count on'. 

They are crossing the 'tens' barrier and stretching 

themselves by adding larger numbers. They are 

beginning to partition 'teens' numbers into tens 

and ones or units. They have begun to do this by 

looking at numbers as 'part-part-whole' models. In 

English, they have done some information writing 

on hot air balloons and airships. They also 

imagined what they could see from a balloon ride.  

The reception children are continuing their 

phonics work and this week have learned the 

trigraph, 'igh'. They are consolidating their 

learning by matching words containing the sound 

to pictures. In maths we looked at positional 

language. It was great fun not being able to use 

their hands and having to explain where 

something is rather than just point.  

We have looked at airships as a form of air travel 

and this week have learned about Amelia Earhart. 

We have been so interested in her story and have 

been writing some of the facts. Next week, we will 

learn about Icarus and think about what we could 

use if we wanted to fly.  

Reading – YOU can make the difference!  

Parents are the most important educators in a 

child’s life – even more important than their 

teachers – and it’s never too early (or too late) to 
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start reading together. Reading for pleasure is 

more likely to determine whether a child does well 

at school, then their social or economic 

background. So get your child off to the best start, 

and read together this weekend - make it a regular 

part of your routine! 

 

Parent-School communication 

In this world of immediate responses and constant 

accessibility, we request that parents refrain as far 

as possible from sending emails to the 

school/teachers out-of-hours. School staff are 

entitled (as in other industries) to have a work-

free evening/weekend without disruption. Emails 

will only be responded to during school hours. If 

there is ever any situation requiring 

communication from the school out-of-hours, (in 

an emergency or time-critical situation), parents 

will be communicated to by the school text alert. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Coronavirus 

We have been requested from Public Health 

England to update you on the on-going situation 

regarding Coronavirus and share recent posters 

which have been issued. We remind parents that 

there are currently no confirmed cases in the UK 

or of UK citizens abroad and the risk to the public 

is low. The government is monitoring the situation 

closely and will continue to work with the World 

Health Organisation and the international 

community. For further information and guidance 

please go to: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-
coronavirus-information-for-the-public 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/wuhan-novel-
coronavirus/ 
 

 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/wuhan-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/wuhan-novel-coronavirus/


Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Lorcan 

Jellyfish class: Leyland 

Seashell class: William 

Waves class: Keira 

Lasts week: 

Pebble Class: Millie 

Jellyfish class: Henry B 

Seashell class: Kacie 

Waves class: Milo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Joseph 

Jellyfish class: Kenny  

Seashell class: Talena 

Waves class: Demi 

Last week: 

Pebble Class: Frankie 

Jellyfish class: Connie 

Seashell class: Lewis 

Waves class: Nathan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Be kind to one another. 

(Ephesians 4:32) 

 


