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Important Dates 

Mon 24 Feb First day of term 
 

Wed 26 Feb Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm  

Wed 4 Mar Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths we have continued our learning on 

percentages.  We have been identifying fraction, 

decimal and percentage equivalents and 

calculating percentages of an amount.  We have 

also been calculating (my favourite) percentage 

decreases in the form of price reductions, and 

percentage increases.  This week we have started 

our unit on algebra and have been working with 

one-step and two-step function machines to 

identify rules.  We have also begun to substitute 

numbers in mathematical expressions with letters 

or symbols. 

In English and topic, the children have spent this 

week planning, developing and writing their own 

adventure stories.  We have looked at a range of 

different ways to start our stories in order to hook 

our reader into the plot.   Last week, inspired by 

our trip to the National Maritime Museum, the 

children wrote accounts of a polar explorer in the 

third person, trying to imitate some of the style of 

David Attenborough.   In particular, we were 

looking at how we can use ‘the power of 3’ in our 

written work, be it with adjectives, -ed ending 

words, or repetition.  The children worked really 

hard on these pieces of work and some examples 

are on our writing display in the main corridor.   

In other subject areas, we have read sections from 

the bible as a class, finding out more about Moses’ 

life and how the Jews came to leave Egypt.  In 

Science, we have started our unit ‘Animals 

including humans’.  We have been looking this 
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Collective Worship for next term:  
In Term 4 we are focussing on our Christian Value of FORGIVENESS. We will begin the term thinking about Lent 

and what it means to Christians. This will lead into considering forgiveness as we remind ourselves of the Easter 

story, culminating in our Easter Service at the end of term. 

 



week at human development, thinking about how 

peoples’ bodies change as they age.  This also 

included the physical changes that children go 

through as they enter puberty.   

Our homework projects have been coming in this 

week and they are looking awesome!  I look 

forward to seeing you at our project exhibition on 

Friday afternoon to explore the children’s work 

and learning with them. 

 

 

We are ending our term with some really 

challenging tasks! All of Seashells have now made 

their Chinese Shadow puppet and we are adding 

the sticks and split-pins for the movable parts. 

Huge thanks to Laurie's mum for her time and 

expertise.  

We have written our own Chinese myths, and the 

Year 5 pupils typed these up using Microsoft Word 

and learned to use the dictionary and thesaurus 

tools. We have been working hard to edit and 

improve the writing as we compose.  

We then spent an afternoon writing draft scripts 

for our Chinese puppet plays and performed these 

for the class and asked peers for feedback. Writing 

these scripts was a lot more challenging than we 

all thought, so it is back to planning to see how we 

can improve the structure, language and dialogue.  

We are also learning how to write persuasive texts 

which will be linked to our topic work. We will use 

more complex adverbials and conjunctions to 

support our writing.  

In maths we have continued with fractions and 

decimals including converting mixed and improper 

fractions. While Year 4 pupils have been practising 

these skills, Year 5 were learning to interpret line 

graphs relating to speed of motorbikes and filling 

up baths of different shapes.  This week we are 

revising formal written methods for addition and 

subtraction and remembering to exchange 

carefully as required. We are using a range of 

strategies and resources and working to be more 

efficient in choosing methods.  

We have learned so much about the Shang 

Dynasty and this week have been looking more 

closely at ancient artefacts and what we can learn 

from history. Pupils will use their knowledge of the 

time to write a persuasive letter to the Emperor, 

asking him not to sacrifice their child. 

It is really good to see so many pupils using maths 

shed and spelling shed, keep up the great work. 

Year 4's please ensure you are very confident now 

with all of your times tables to 12 x 12! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seashell 

class 

 



Jellyfish 

class 

 

 

 

 

In our English lessons, we moved from fiction to 

non-fiction as we studied the information text, 

‘You wouldn’t want to be an Anglo-Saxon 

peasant’. We used our VIPERS comprehension 

skills to carefully read and understand the 

information in the text, before answering some 

complex questions. Then we began to plan our 

own non-chronological reports all about Anglo-

Saxon homes, using what we had learnt. We 

remained focused on our ‘golden thread’ 

throughout our writing; the fact that it wasn’t 

much fun being an Anglo-Saxon ‘ceorl’! This kept 

us focused on the purpose of the report and what 

we want our audience to think.  

Throughout this, the Year 2s concentrated on 

writing using the past tense of verbs and keeping 

their sentences technical and factual, in order to 

inform the reader.  They were also encouraged to 

use interesting openers to vary their sentence 

structures. The Year 3s were focused on the 

audience, thinking carefully about keeping it 

impersonal and factual, as well as linking 

paragraphs together using cohesive adverbials.  

In Maths, the Year 2s have been practising their 

multiplication and division skills, using pictorial 

and concrete arrays to multiply and alternating 

between the sharing and grouping methods for 

accurate dividing. They then solved some complex, 

multi-step problems related to these skills to 

secure their understanding. 

The Year 3s have been working on multiplication 

and division too, but they have been practising the 

formal multiplication method, using columns. 

They represented their numbers using Dienes to 

support their work with exchanging between Tens 

and Ones. In their division work, the Year 3s have 

worked with place value counters to partition 

their 2-digit numbers, before equally sharing the 

counters between the given number of ‘groups’. 

This has led to some tricky exchanging and work 

with remainders! 

We have been very busy in our afternoons over 

the past two weeks! Firstly we learnt to sing and 

perform a catchy song all about the Anglo-Saxons. 

We recapped the terms pitch, tempo, dynamics, 

pulse and rhythm and applied this knowledge to 

our discussions of the song. Then, we introduced 

tuned and un-tuned percussion to the 

performance, as well as some actions! We had 

great fun trying out different rhythms for our 

instruments to complement the music and the 

final performance sounded fantastic! 

Next, we tried some difficult hand-weaving, using 

cardboard looms. Although our yarn was much 

more colourful than Anglo-Saxon wool would have 

been (we like things to be bright and exciting!), we 

used the same weaving techniques and had a go 

at all the tricky tying and finishing methods. 

Preparing the loom and avoiding ‘warping’ was 

hard but we all had a go and it was excellent to 



see the children all helping each other. The 

weaving was a great challenge and the finished 

projects were evaluated carefully. 

Finally, we learnt all about Anglo-Saxon 

illuminated lettering. The children spent some 

time practising their sketching and designing skills 

on scrap paper, following a step-by-step drawing 

tutorial, before creating their own illuminated 

alphabet, complete with gold and silver pens! The 

finished letters look truly beautiful.  

 

 

 

 

 

We so enjoyed learning about Amelia Earhart and 

her attempt to fly around the world. We have 

been busy making models of her aeroplane, which 

was called 'The Canary'. This week, we have 

moved on to learn about Icarus and how he made 

his own wings, only for them to melt when he flew 

too close to the sun.  

 

The Year 1 children have been starting work on 

subtraction. They have been using cubes and 

counters to help them as well as counting back on 

a number line. In English they have been writing 

about Icarus and retelling the story. They have 

also written about their favourite type of air travel 

and gave their reasons why. The Year 1’s are set 

weekly homework to support their learning in 

class. All children have been given passwords for 

'My Maths' and 'Spelling Shed'. The good news is 

that there are also now maths tasks set on 

'Spelling Shed' for the children to complete. All 

completed homework and learned spellings are 

rewarded with class dojo points.  

In phonics, the Reception children have been 

learning the short and long 'oo' sounds as well as 

'or' and 'ar'. They have been doing some addition 

in maths, and loved using a dice to generate their 

own calculations 

We have all made our own 'wings' and you may 

see us flying around the classroom, but hopefully 

not too close to the sun!  

ALERT: Potential Heavy Traffic 

We have been informed by Scotia Gas Networks 

that there will be upcoming gas works which will 

affect traffic around the local area. 

From Monday 2nd March, it is anticipated that 

Military Road will be closed at the junction of Rye 

Road. A signed diversion will be in place via 

Houghton Green Lane (works in this phase 

expected to last 3 weeks). 

Please be aware therefore, of additional traffic 

along Houghton Green Lane next term, especially 

at busy times. Remember to take care when 

dropping off and collecting children as traffic may 

be extra-heavy. 

PSA Thanks! 

The PSA would like to thank all parents for their 

support with the recent Doughnut sale which was 
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 a resounding success – a complete sell-out! We 

are still counting the proceeds. 

ADVERTISE the joy of Reading!  

Our goal is to motivate children to want to read so 

they will practise reading independently and thus 

become fluent readers. That happens when 

children enjoy reading. Parents can do for reading 

what fast food chains do for burgers: ADVERTISE! 

You can advertise by reading great stories and 

poems to children. 

With your help, your children can begin a lifelong 

relationship with the printed word, so they grow 

into adults who read easily and frequently 

whether for business, knowledge, or pleasure. 

 

Our Reading Revolution:  
Extreme Reading Competition 

In term 3 we are hosting a specialist Reading week 

at school w/b 9th March. We will be kicking off this 

week with a visit from the renowned author and 

illustrator, Paul Geraghty, who will be conducting 

workshops with the children on the subject of 

picture books, encouraging them to read, write, 

draw and think creatively. Parents are also invited 

to join us for one of his workshops – details in the 

letter distributed this week. 

We remind parents of our ‘Extreme Reading’ 

competition which we are running as part of this 

Reading week.  

“Do you love to read in weird and wonderful 

places? Do you have any unusual reading buddies? 

Do you set your own reading challenges or spend 

time creating the ultimate reading den? We want 

to know! 

Simply bring in a photo of you doing your ‘Extreme 

Reading’ with a short description of what’s going 

on. We want to see strange places, silly costumes 

and as many wacky ideas as possible!” 

The most ‘Extreme Reader’ will win a very special 

prize: a signed illustration by Paul Geraghty! 

So get creative this half-term! The competition is 

open to all pupils and closes on Thursday 12th 

March – no entries will be accepted after this 

date. There will be one overall winner; the winner 

will be announced and their prize awarded on 

Friday 13th March. 

Coronavirus 

Another request from the Local Authority to 

deliver the following advice to parents: 

Advice for parents/guardians 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-

novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-

to-china 

You should not be unduly worried about the 

possibility of your children catching the 

Coronavirus. There is no reason why your children 

should not continue to attend their early years, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china


school or further education setting as normal. 

We [the government] recognise that some families 

or children may be planning to travel to China 

during the forthcoming half term period. If so, 

please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice via 

the link above. 

What action you can take 

A UK wide campaign has been launched to provide 

clear advice on how to slow the spread of 

Coronavirus. Please help to support the campaign 

which promotes the following basic hygiene 

practices: 

 Always carry tissues with you and use them 

to catch your cough or sneeze. Then bin the 

tissue, and wash your hands, or use a 

sanitiser gel. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and 

water, especially after using public 

transport. Use a sanitiser gel if soap and 

water are not available. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 

with unwashed hands. 

 Avoid close contact with people who are 

unwell. 

 

 Happy Half Term! 

Finally, we wish all our families an enjoyable and 

relaxing half-term break. We can’t believe it has 

come around so quickly, but we are grateful for 

the rest.  

We look forward to seeing all the children back at 

school, refreshed and ready to start a new term 

and explore a new ‘big question’ on Monday 24th 

February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

You are the light of the world. 

(Matthew 5:14) 

 


