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Important Dates 

Mon 9 Mar Author Visit 
 

Tue 10 Mar Football club KS1 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Wed 11 Mar Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

Fri 13 Mar World book day celebration  
 

Fri 13 Mar Harry Potter book night for 
selected children. 
4.30pm -6.00pm 

Tue 17 Mar Football club KS1 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Tue 17 Mar Parent Consultation Evening 
3.30pm – 5.30pm 

Wed 18 Mar Movers & Groovers 
3.30pm-4.30pm 

Thurs 19 Mar Parent Consultation Evening 
3.30pm – 6.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had such a busy fortnight!  We started 

working on our class text for English, 

Floodland.  We are lucky to have enough copies of 

the book in school for each child to be issued with 

their own.   It has been great to see the children 

engaging independently with the text and 

choosing to read it in their own reading time.  We 

have looked in detail at how the author creates 

interest at the beginning of the book and we have 

written summaries of the main events in chapter 

one.  We have also had a focus on two closely 

related grammar and punctuation features - and 

explored the differences.   These are parenthesis 

(extra information indicated by brackets, commas 

or dashes), and relative clauses (which are a type 

of subordinate clause and introduced by a relative 

pronoun such as which, that or who).  We have 

also read an article from the National Geographic, 

looking at the UN's discussions of the need to 

consider building off-shore communities in the 

very near future. 

 

In maths we have been forming equations using 

manipulatives to represent values in algebra and 

identifying unknown values.  This week we have 

been converting between different metric 

measurements and solving problems involving 

this.  We have also looking at how to convert 

between some common imperial measurements 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for next term:  
In the next fortnight we will continue to focus on our Christian value of forgiveness as we explore the parable of 

the Prodigal Son, alongside our look at global and national issues which provide opportunities for our children 

to learn from our world and develop respect for others’ beliefs, feelings and faiths. 
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and metric measurements - such as miles to 

kilometres.   

 

As we explore our big question, ‘What if there no 

North or South poles?’, we have started to design 

our dwellings that would be suitable for living in 

Zoe's dystopian world from Floodland, with the 

children considering their designs carefully for 

functionality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After many, many hours of hard work, we finally 

finished and performed our shadow puppet 

plays.  We performed for Jellyfish class and some 

staff, who were an enthusiastic audience. We 

enjoyed making the puppets, writing the scripts, 

adding music and lights, great fun! 

 

Our big question for the term is, "What if we had 

no maps?" The biggest concern from the class (if 

we had no maps) is that we might have no food 

deliveries! 

 

Through this question, we will be focusing in 

particular on Geography and learning to read and 

draw maps of different kinds this term. We are 

currently learning to use measurement and 

scaling, grid references and time lines – all very 

challenging tasks. We are also enjoying seeing the 

homemade maps appear on our map display!  

 

In English we are reading Stonestruck and 

answering VIPERS style questions to improve 

understanding and reading, looking at the author's 

choices and building our vocabulary.  We watched 

a very scary little film and are working hard to 

improve language choices in writing our own 

version of the story.  Year 5 pupils are learning to 

create links between paragraphs. As a class we are 

working on reading more independently and for 

longer periods of time to build stamina.  

 

In maths we have moved on to written methods 

for multiplication, using place value counters if 

needed to support the exchange part. At this stage 

of the year, all pupils are expected to have fast 

mental recall for all times tables and division facts 

to 12x12. You can use Maths Shed to support this 

practice. Having this fast recall will help when 

working with more complex questions.  

Year 5 pupils are beginning to multiply 4-digit by 

2-digit numbers.  

 

The class are being encouraged to use Spelling 

Shed and Maths Shed to enhance their learning by 

playing little and often. They can choose the 

maths facts and spelling rules that they wish to 

practise. Please encourage them to practise and to 

challenge themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far this term, we have got stuck into our new 

topic, connected to the big question: ‘What if 

nobody cared for the sick?’  In History, we have 

read a biographical account of Florence 

Nightingale’s early childhood and considered all 

the similarities and differences between her life in 

the Victorian Period and our lives now. We have 

also identified the causes and effects associated 

with her life choices and how these decisions had 

an enormous impact on healthcare today. To 

secure our understanding of chronological order 

and using dates to sort things in this way, we have 

also created timelines of the major events in 

Florence’s life, from her birth in 1820 to her death 

in 1910.  

 



To hone our observation, sketching and shading 

skills, the children have used a range of ‘H’ and ‘B’ 

pencils to complete a portrait of Florence’s face, 

paying careful attention to the finer details and 

considering how to create the effects of light and 

shadow. The finished portraits look really striking, 

as they watch over the classroom from our display 

board! 

 

In Science, we have begun our unit on plants. As 

well as keeping our bodies healthy, we are 

considering how to keep other living things 

healthy. We discussed all the things we believe 

plants need to grow large, healthy and strong and 

then devised and set-up fair tests to prove our 

theories. We are regularly checking, watering and 

measuring the seedlings as they grow, developing 

our predictions based upon what we observe over 

time.  

 

In our English lessons, we have been inspired by 

the story of ‘Vlad and the Florence Nightingale 

Adventure’. We read the first half of the story and 

used shared writing to create detailed descriptions 

of the terrible conditions in Turkey’s Scutari 

Hospital, before Florence arrived. Using these 

descriptions, we then wrote informal letters 

‘home’ from injured soldiers staying at the 

hospital. We discussed the difference between 

formal and informal letter writing and included 

some powerful, emotive phrases in our letters to 

give the reader insights into the soldiers’ feelings. 

The Year 3s were encouraged to use thesauruses 

to up-level some of their vocabulary and phrasing 

and play around with sentence structure to get 

the best result for the reader. The Year 2s 

concentrated on their use of effective punctuation 

to show a range of emotions and editing their 

work independently as they write.  

 

In Maths, we have begun a new unit on statistics 

and data-handling. We have solved lots of 

problems related to interpreting and creating tally 

charts, pictograms, block diagrams and bar charts 

and discussed the benefits and pitfalls of the 

different methods of data representation.  The 

Year 2s have concentrated on both 1:1 

correspondence and multiples of 2, 5 and 10 when 

dealing with pictograms, while the Year 3s moved 

on to pictures representing a range of known 

multiples. While the Year 2s then progressed to 

some tricky with block graphs, the Year 3s have 

been challenged to create bar charts using 

labelled axes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have started our great new question, 'What if 

we forgot all our stories?' We have been reading 

traditional tales and thinking about why the book 

covers say, 'retold' rather than, 'written by'.  

 

The year 1 children have been continuing their 

work on subtraction. We have been looking at 

taking a two-digit number away from a larger two-

digit number. They have been doing this by 

partitioning the second number to make it easier. 

 

They have been writing their own versions of the 

story of 'Jack and the Beanstalk'. The children 

thought very carefully about what Jack did in the 

story and thought of some good reasons that 

would perhaps justify his actions. This week, we 

have looked at, 'The Three Billy Goats Gruff' and 

used that to plan writing a story by just writing the 

basic points in sequence.  

 

In phonics, the Reception children have been 

learning the digraphs 'ur', 'ow' and 'oi. We are 

moving on to the even trickier trigraphs of, 'ear', 

'air' and 'ure'.  In maths, they have been learning 
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about subtraction and remembering to always put 

the largest number first.  

 

We have made a fabulous beanstalk across our 

classroom and a large 3D bridge. We just have to 

watch out in case there is a troll underneath!  

Sports News 

 

Time to Dance 

The school dance squad spent 

an afternoon/evening at the end of last term 

performing their heavily rehearsed sea themed 

dance under the lights of the White Rock theatre 

to a sell-out crowd. It was another fantastic 

occasion and, as always, the pupils saved their 

best performance until last. Well done to 

everyone involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up this term: 

 The year 6 girls' netball team will be 

competing at the Rye cluster netball 

tournament to try and claim a place in the 

area finals. 

 A team of KS2 hockey players have been 

selected to train in hardball hockey and 

represent the school in the area quick 

sticks tournament. 

 Harry Potter Book Night is back and owl 

post invites have gone out to all those who 

attended Quidditch club earlier in the year. 

 Skiltek have returned to school to deliver 

an after-school football club for pupils in 

years R, 1, 2 and 3. Please pick up a letter 

from the office if you would like your child 

to attend. 

Our Reading Revolution – NEXT WEEK! 

Our specialist Reading week at school begins 9th 

March. We will be kicking off this week with a visit 

from the renowned author and illustrator, Paul 

Geraghty. Parents are invited to join us in the hall 

on Monday 9th March at 10:45 to engage in the 

author visit, alongside the children. 

We remind parents of our ‘Extreme Reading’ 

competition which we are running as part of this 

Reading week.  

“Do you love to read in weird and wonderful 

places? Do you have any unusual reading buddies? 

Do you set your own reading challenges or spend 

time creating the ultimate reading den? We want 

to know! 

Simply bring in a photo of you doing your ‘Extreme 

Reading’ with a short description of what’s going 

on. We want to see strange places, silly costumes 

and as many wacky ideas as possible!” 

The most ‘Extreme Reader’ will win a very special 

prize: a signed illustration by Paul Geraghty! 

The competition is open to all pupils and closes on 

Thursday 12th March – no entries will be accepted 

after this date. There will be one overall winner; 

the winner will be announced and their prize 

awarded on Friday 13th March. 

World Book Day 

We are celebrating World Book Day on Friday 13th 

March as a culmination of our Reading week at 

school. We invite all pupils to come to school 

dressed as their favourite book character. They 

will have an opportunity to parade and enjoy each 

other’s characterisations during the school day. 



We look forward to welcoming a host of 

characters into school in this grand finale of the 

week! 

Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations will take place on Tuesday 

17th and Thursday 19th March. This is an 

opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and 

attainment with their teacher. Consultation 

appointments are 10 minutes long and staff need 

to stick to their appoint times in order to facilitate 

all parents – please help us to be timely by using 

your slot purposefully and productively. 

A list of appointment times for each day will be 

available in the school reception from the end-of-

day on Tuesday 10th March.  

 

CALLING ALL PARENTS 

SAVE THE DATE! ...Thursday 30th April 

Parents, we are extremely pleased and privileged 

to invite you to a very special evening. We have 

the honour of hosting Andrew Wright, a specialist 

in neuroscience and its link to wellbeing and 

learning, to conduct a seminar specifically for 

parents which will give you tools to support your 

children (and yourselves) as he shares his 

expertise on: 

 Wellbeing as a skill 

 Being anxiety aware and managing anxiety 

 What parents can do to support practice & 

progress 

Andrew has been working with staff and pupils 

here at St. Michael’s (and many local schools) and 

we cannot recommend him highly enough! He is 

both inspirational and informative and we 

guarantee, not only will you not be disappointed, 

but you will leave feeling hugely empowered to 

support your children. 

We invite parents to attend this special evening 

from 6:00 pm where you will be treated to a 

selection of cheese and wine; Andrew’s talk will 

follow from 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm. A letter with full 

details will follow, but in the meantime, please 

save the date and make every effort to attend – 

book that babysitter now! 

 

Earrings 

A reminder to all parents that if a pupil wears 

earrings, they MUST be a small, discrete, round 

stud (not odd shapes; hoops or hanging earrings). 

This is a requirement for health and safety 

purposes. 

Particularly at primary school, earrings can present 

a potential hazard not only to the wearer but also 

to other children. Serious accidents have occurred 



as a result of contact between pupils wearing 

earrings in aspects of physical activity.  

We recommend that children come to school 

without earrings on swimming and PE days. If not, 

they must be able to take them out and replace 

them themselves. We will not be held responsible 

for the removal or loss of earrings – staff are not 

allowed to take out or put in earrings. Children are 

responsible for their own earrings if taken out at 

school.  

If pupils have had their ears recently pierced and 

earrings cannot be removed, we request that they 

are covered with tape during PE lessons – pupils 

must be able to do this themselves, or it must be 

done before coming to school. 

We encourage parents to make use of the summer 

holidays for ear piercing. This will enable ears to 

heal before returning to school in September. 

Bookbags & Communication 

More often we are noticing pupils failing to bring 

in their book bags in the morning. We expect 

pupils to bring in their book bag every day – these 

are used to hold their reading books, homework 

and school communication. Please ensure you 

support your child to be organised in bringing in 

their book bag daily. It is an important part of the 

morning routine. 

Additionally, as book bags are frequently used for 

school-home communication, it is very important 

that book bags are also checked on a daily basis 

(especially in the lower year groups where 

children may be less responsible with relaying 

messages). All too often important 

messages/letters are left in book bags and we 

receive complaints that messages were never 

relayed; letters were never received; etc. 

We spend a significant amount of time in the 

school office reprinting and resending letters. 

Please help us to reduce this unnecessary burden 

on the office staff by checking book bags daily and 

responding to communication in a timely fashion. 

PSA Easter Events 

The PSA are pleased to announce three upcoming 

Easter events.  

Following the sell-out success of last term’s donut 

sale, they are hosting another donut sale after 

school on Tuesday 24th March – YUM! We can’t 

wait! 

Especially for Easter, they are launching a 

‘Decorate an Egg’ competition (sheet attached). 

Entries to the school office by Monday 23rd March 

(£1.00 entry fee). 

Finally, the ‘Easter Bunny’ will be visiting the 

school on the afternoon of Wednesday 25th 

March (£1.00 per child to include a gift) – money 

in a named envelope marked ‘Easter Bunny’ to the 

school office. 

 



Coronavirus 

The Department for Education has launched a new 

helpline to answer questions on COVID-19, related 

to education. Parents can contact the helpline as 

follows: 

 Phone: 0800 046 8687 

 Email: 

DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

 Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to 

Friday)  

 

Please see below for the latest Government 

advice: 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Pebble Class: Talia 

Jellyfish class: Arabella 

Seashell class: Joe 

Waves class: Morgan 

Last week: 

Pebble Class: George 

Jellyfish class: Aria 

Seashell class: Lewis 

Waves class: Gracie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Citizen Awards 

Awards for being kind and helpful go to: 

This week: 

Pebble class: Scarlett 

Jellyfish class: Henry 

Seashell class: Bobby 

Waves class: Amy 

 

Last week: 

Pebble Class: Zachary 

Jellyfish class: Aria 

Seashell class: Olly 

Waves class: Talia 

Closing Reflection 

The Lord our God is merciful and 

forgiving. 

(Daniel 9:9) 
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