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Our Questioning Curriculum 

 
 Planned on an annual basis, taking into account the class arrangements and cyclical nature of the key skills, knowledge and understanding the children are required to learn. 

 
 

Our Questioning Curriculum has been designed to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural inquisitiveness about the world around them. Each term we begin 

with a new ‘big question’ designed to stimulate our children’s desire to discover. These questions bring deeper learning experiences in all subjects, and the knowledge and skills 

that are learnt through the exploration of these themes is enriched with inspiring experiences to further create a sense of awe and wonder about our world; in this awareness of 

our world, the children explore the impact on self and others.  

Our intent through the curriculum that we deliver is to stimulate curiosity, expand creativity, make connections to things bigger than ourselves and motivate a caring for others 

and the collective good. We aim to create an environment where children are excited to learn and participate. 

Our termly curriculum overview produced for each ‘big question’ outlines the breadth and balance of learning experiences that will be covered as we explore these questions. 

The themes within them cover statutory aspects of the National Curriculum and may be influenced by wider society, covering local and national issues.  

Our vision at St. Michael’s is that every child receives an excellent education and feels valued for 
who they are. We want to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural 

inquisitiveness about the world around them, and to foster their ambition by recognizing and 
responding to their talents and individuality. 

We seek to treat everyone in our community with love, honesty, forgiveness and respect, rooted in 
the principle of ‘do to others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). 

 



 

2019-20 Autumn Terms 2019 Spring Terms 2020 Summer Terms 2020 

Reception & Year 1 WHAT IF ONE OF 
YOUR SENSES 
DISAPPEARED? 
Science: Animals including 
Humans 
Art: self portraits 

WHAT IF ALL THE 
ANIMALS HAD TO 
MOVE HOME? 
Science: Animals including 
Humans; Habitats & Homes; 
healthy food choices 
Geography: Animals & their 
offspring 

 

WHAT IF THERE WERE 
NO AEROPLANES? 
History: significant people; 
Amelia Earhart; history of 
flight 
Science: uses of everyday 
materials 

WHAT IF WE FORGOT 
ALL OUR STORIES? 
Science: Plants – name and 
look at their structures. 
Look at the habitats plants 
grow in and how they 
become part of the food 
chain. 

WHAT IF YOU LIVED IN 
A DIFFERENT 
COUNTRY?  
Science: Weather Art; Light 
Geography: South America 

 

WHAT IF YOU LIVED 
BESIDE THE SEASIDE? 
Geography: seaside 
Science: Materials; 
exploring changes 
History: holidays in the past 

Year 2 & Year 3 WHAT IF CAVES 
NEVER EXISTED? 
History: Stone age life – 
comparing, ordering and 
studying sources 
Art: Cave paintings/textures 
with sand, pencil sketching 
and shading 
Science: Weather art 
(shadow/fire) 
Enrichment: Woods 
Computing: Woods 
information leaflets 
(Publisher) 

WHAT IF THE PLANET 
CONTINUES TO 
WARM UP? 
Geography: Locate places 
using maps 
DT: Design and make Goli 
masks 
Art: Adinkra symbols - fabric 
printing 
Enrichment: African 
Drumming workshop 
Computing: Info PPTs about 
a chosen country 
Science: Habitat helpers – 
linked to climate change 
and habitats changing 

WHAT IF ENGLAND 
WAS NEVER 
INVADED? 
History: Romans/Anglo 
Saxons/Vikings (chronology, 
impact on Britain, 
contributions, life of 
children) 
Art: hand-weaving, 
illuminated letters 
Enrichment: Anglo-Saxons 
workshop – artefacts, 
costumes etc. 
Computing: Make Scratch 
animations teaching about 
Anglo-Saxon facts 
Music: Anglo-Saxon song – 
sing and add instruments 

WHAT IF NOBODY 
CARED FOR THE SICK? 
History: significant 
individual (Florence 
Nightingale) – comparisons 
with Edith Cavell – cause 
and effect, impact on 
history etc 
DT: Healthy meals for 
soldiers (design and make) 
Enrichment: Ambulance 
visitor and talk; Healthy 
food workshop (Chartwells) 
Science: Greatly Green 
Growers and  
healthy bodies (additional) 
Computing: Research and 
info PPTs/leaflets about 
modern-day healthcare 
professionals. 

 

WHAT IF LONDON DISAPPEARED? 
Geography: UK countries/capitals/counties; fieldwork, 
maps, landmarks 
Art: collage Science: Art & nature; urban habitats 
Enrichment: Trip to London 

Year 4 & Year 5 WHAT IF THERE WERE NO MONARCHS? 
Geography: maps; globes to locate countries 
History T1: place events on a timeline; period studies 
Woodland week; Residential 
History T2: identify key features and events; sources; 
questions; display findings in different ways 
Science: Electricity 
Art/DT: stitching, cutting, joining 
Enrichment: Buckingham Palace visit 

WHAT IF WE LIVED 
DURING THE SHANG 
DYNASTY? 
History: place events on a 
timeline; period studies 
Science: rocks and fossils; 
forces 
Art: Sculpture; pottery 
Enrichment: trip to 
Chinatown 

WHAT IF THERE WERE 
NO MAPS? 
Geography: Using atlases, 
globes, digital maps and 
mapping to locate places in 
the world. Keys and symbols 
and mapping skills Contour 
lines and grids  
Art, DT & Music: complete 
shadow puppets and 
perform play. Water colours 
Chinese style trees 
Science: Forces 
 

WHAT IF YOU COULD 
STEP IN TO A 
PAINTING? 
Art: texture form and 
shape; creating 3D form; 
printing, dying, weaving and 
stitching 
Science: Light 
Enrichment: National Art 
Gallery  

WHAT IF WE RAN OUT 
OF WATER? 
Geography: appreciate the 
importance of geographical 
locations; human and 
physical features 
Science: Plants 
Enrichment: Harry Potter 
world 

 



Year 6 WHAT IF THERE WAS 
NO EROSION? 
 
Geography: physical 
processes and how 
geographical patterns can 
lead to changes in places. 
Art: Stormont Award piece 
Science: Evolution and 
Inheritance 
Computing: Advertising 
leaflets – using technology 
to present work; select 
tools to help achieve a 
specific aim. 
Enrichment: Residential trip 

 

WHAT IF WE 
COULDN’T HARNESS 
THE POWER OF 
WATER? 
 
History: A study of an 
aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ 
knowledge beyond 1066 – 
The Industrial Revolution 
Science: Forces 
Art: 3 layer print Christmas 
cards – inspired by the Arts 
and Craft Movement 
(William Morris) 
Computing: Digital literacy – 
recognising trustworthy 
sources of information on 
the internet. 
DT – water wheels 
Enrichment: Preston Manor 
visit 

 

WHAT IF WE NEVER 
LEFT OUR SHORES? 
 
History: Age of Exploration, 
with an in-detail look at 
Ernest Shackleton and 
considering how Britain has 
influenced and been 
influence by the wider 
world. 
Science: Animals including 
humans 
Art: 3D sculpture – clay 
models of an animal from 
the polar regions 
Computing – using online 
VE through Lyfta to find out 
about global communities 
Music: Sea Shanties 
Enrichment: National 
Maritime Museum 

 

WHAT IF THERE WERE 
NO NORTH OR SOUTH 
POLES? 
 
Geography: Arctic and 
Antarctic circles; using and 
interpreting maps, 
identifying human 
processes affecting change, 
longitude, latitude with 
relation to 6 figure grid 
reference. 
History: Local history 
project – Rye’s history as an 
island prior to the 13

th
 

Century. 
Science: Classifying living 
things, including 
microorganisms, plants and 
animals. 
Art/DT: Design a future-
proof dwelling and 
advertising campaign 
Enrichment: Local area 
fieldwork trip 

WHAT IF ALL THE 
VOLCANOES ON 
EARTH ERUPTED AT 
ONCE? 
 
Geography: volcanoes; 
physical processes 
History: Pompeii/Vesuvius 
Science: Properties and 
changes of materials 
DT: Making model 
volcanoes 
Enrichment: presenting 
volcanoes and facts to 
younger classes 

 

WHAT IF THE RIVER 
NILE NEVER EXISTED? 
 
History: Ancient Egyptians 
Geography: links between 
places that make them 
dependent on each other 
Science: investigations 
DT: making trebuchets 
Enrichment: End-of-year 
play; trip to British Museum 

 

 


