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Important Dates 

Tues 13 Oct Harvest Celebration 

Wed 21 Oct School Photos 

Fri 23 Oct Last day of term 

Mon 2 Nov Inset day 

Tues 3 Nov First day of term 
 

 

 

 

 

In Maths we have completed our discrete unit on 

place value and are now looking at the four 

operations, with a focus this week on addition and 

subtraction.  We have been developing our 

fluency with the column methods and looking 

carefully at the inverse relationship between 

addition and subtraction to develop our reasoning 

skills.  Maths Shed activities have been focusing on 

the fluency of facts essential for reliable column 

methods, so do please keep asking your children 

to recall number bonds within 10, 20 and 100. 

In English, we have been following Auggie’s story 

as he experiences the awesome highs and earth 

shattering lows of Halloween at Middle School.  

We have used circle time discussions to explore 

his character further and consider what advice we 

could give, or what we might do if we were in a 

similar position, or had a friend in a similar 

position.  We have also been completing VIPERS 

comprehension work on non-fiction texts that link 

closely with our Big Question, ‘What if there was 

no gravity?’  In grammar, we are continuing to 

identify word classes such as nouns, adjectives 

and verbs, as well as looking at different types of 

clause (main and subordinate).   

In our topic work we have looked at the history of 

the Space Race between the USSR and USA.  

We’ve even learnt a few words of Russian, as Miss 

James has a bit of an advantage there!  Our Peter 

Thorpe inspired art work is now adorning our 

washing lines in the classroom, with every child’s 

work on display.   

In RSHE our lessons focused on the balance of 

rights and responsibilities, looking closely at the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. 

 

 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship for Term 1:  
As we begin this new academic year, we remind ourselves of the four fundamental Christian values which our school 

embraces – LOVE, HONESTY, FORGIVENESS and RESPECT. We will do so through deeper engagement with topical stories 

and issues which have a social, moral and spiritual focus and also develops links between personal, school and community 

values, using Picture News as the prime resource. 
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So what have the Romans ever done for us? 

Narnia class have been doing a great deal of 

research to find out – and we are reading widely. 

Please ask us what we have learned. Fast food was 

the most surprising thing. We have been making 

our own notes and using these to write reports 

using historical knowledge and vocabulary. 

In English we have continued reading a lot more of 

our book, The Magician’s nephew, and discussing 

the events and characters in the story. Queen 

Jadis is causing havoc in our world. We are using a 

variety of devices to write creatively and to vary 

our sentence starters.  

Spelling homework is set weekly. Please keep 

practising. We have also been learning the spelling 

rules for adding the suffixes ‘ed’ and ‘ing’.  

In art we have used water colours and sketching 

pencils to recreate settings in Magician’s nephew, 

they look amazing. 

Maths is becoming very competitive. Learning 

times tables facts and completing on-line 

certificates is a big focus. Keep practising, I am so 

pleased with your progress.  

We are also learning to use place value and to 

locate numbers on a number line. Year 3 pupils 

are working to 1000 and Year 4 to 10 000. We 

have to look very carefully at the intervals on the 

number line to make our estimates.  

We absolutely LOVED our trip to the wood and 

had gorgeous weather. We built dens, played 

Roman invaders and even ran shops with trading 

and our own currencies. We do hope to go again. 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been another busy fortnight in the 

Chocolate Factory! The Oompa Loompas have 

been working hard and adapting excellently to life 

as a Year 1 or Year 2 class member. We have had 

lots of fun learning all about how fire-fighting 

uniforms and equipment has changed over the 

years since 1666 and we studied lots of interesting 

artefacts from the time of the Great Fire, to better 

understand how powerful and destructive the 

blaze really was and why it was so hard to beat. 

Some of the artefacts were very puzzling, so we 

had some excellent conversations about what 

they could have been used for and how this differs 

from methods and tools used today.  

In English, we are continuing to work extremely 

hard on Phonics and we still have lots of 

differentiated Phonics groups running daily. 

Phonics mats are used in all writing lessons and 

we are encouraging children to use these more 

independently to find the graphemes they need to 

support their spelling. On top of this, the children 

have been working hard on sentence structure, 

using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces to 

ensure their sentences are written correctly. Some 

children have been extending this and writing 

short recounts of the Fire of London, as though 

they are a character from one of our class texts, 

‘Toby and the Great Fire of London’. We have 

even been using our ‘purple polishing’ pens to edit 

any punctuation or spelling mistakes. These diary 

entries sound great and the children are 

understandably very proud of them! 

In Maths, we have been building on our 

understanding of place value, using the concrete 

apparatus to represent and partition numbers 

within part-part-whole models. Year 1s have been 

focusing on two parts, while the Year 2s have had 
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a go with three parts and a range of 3-digit 

numbers. This has really helped the children to 

understand the value of digits and has supported 

work on partitioning in different ways, particularly 

for the Year 2s. We have also used this 

understanding the compare numbers using the 

greater than, less than and equal to symbols. We 

have tackled some tricky challenges in this area 

and begun to confidently order numbers using our 

understanding of place value.  

Finally, in Science, the children have been learning 

all about the properties of different materials, and 

why certain materials are best suited to particular 

purposes. We have had lots of discussion around 

vocabulary to describe the properties accurately 

and sorted everyday items according to the 

materials they are made out of. We have even 

tickled our musical taste-buds and made and 

performed some group songs all about different 

materials and their properties! 

 

 

 

 

We have been so immersed in our topic of Fairy 

tales. We have been listening to lots of different 

versions of the story and thinking about how they 

are different. Last week, we focused on Cinderella. 

We read a really old Ladybird version and then a 

more modern Disney one.  

To link our creative work to our phonics we made 

a prince and princess, an invitation and a necklace. 

We have been writing sentences to match our 

creative work and to tell our favourite parts of the 

story.  

In maths we have been sorting and matching 

things in our classroom. We have sorted by colour 

and type and then matched in the same way. We 

have also tried to make our own simple patterns 

by cutting and sticking pictures. We asked our 

friends if they could work out what the pattern 

was.  

This week, we will be moving on to Jack and the 

Beanstalk. This story presents an interesting moral 

question. Did Jack do the right or wrong thing? 

Was it the wrong thing for the right reason? We 

will be learning the letter sounds m, d and g. We 

have been practising the letter sounds as well as 

learning the letter names. We do weekly 

handwriting to make sure we get the formation 

right too.  

In our RSHE lesson last week, we looked at how 

we can identify and manage our feelings. We 

sorted some photographs of younger children and 

matched them to ‘feeling’ words. We have also 

begun to use our Zones of Regulation, which 

attributes colours to our moods.  

COVID-19 

Public Health England has published a COVID-19 

Guide for Parents and Carers. Please see your 

child’s bookbag for a copy of this guide which you 

can use as a reference point if you think they may 

have symptoms. 

Harvest 

Unfortunately we are unable to celebrate Harvest 

in the same way as we would normally at school. 

However, we do not want to ignore this important 

time in the church calendar and will be having 

mini in-class Harvest celebrations. 

We therefore invite all pupils to bring in an 

offering on the morning of Tuesday 13th October 

as we celebrate this time of thanksgiving. We are 

once again supporting the Rye Food Bank and all 

contributions will be donated directly to them. Full 

details to follow in a separate letter next week. 
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RSHE (Relationships, Sex & Health 

Education) 

Please see an attached letter from Miss James 

who is responsible for the development and 

implementation of RSHE across the school.  A draft 

policy is also attached on which we welcome your 

views.  

Lost Property 

From Monday 5th October, the red ‘Lost Property’ 

bin will be located outside the main green gates 

(entrance to the playground), to enable parents to 

check for lost jumpers etc. Please do check 

regularly. 

PSA (Parent School Association) 

Our PSA is very keen to hear from anyone who 

may be interested in joining! They are on the 

lookout for parent volunteers who may be willing 

to do their part to contribute to supporting the 

school. If you have a little time to give, please 

contact Sarah Holland via email: 

sarahholland675@gmail.com. She would love to 

hear from you. 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Ida 

The Chocolate Factory: Lorcan  

Narnia: Leo 

Neverland: Bobby 

 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Arlo 

The Chocolate Factory: Oliver  

Narnia: Hermione 

Neverland: Lewis 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Leo 

The Chocolate Factory: Florence  

Narnia: Henry 

Neverland: Woody 

 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Oliver 

The Chocolate Factory: Esmé  

Narnia: Lia-Louise 

Neverland: Jack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Let everything that has breath praise 

the Lord. 

(Psalm 150:6) 
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