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Important Dates 

Fri 23 Oct Last day of term 

Mon 2 Nov Inset day 

Tues 3 Nov First day of term 
 

Welcome to St. Michael’s 

We welcome 17 new pupils to our school 

community this year. We are pleased to have the 

following pupils join us and hope that they have a 

happy future here. A warm St. Michael’s welcome 

to: 

Reception 

William D., William E., Arlo, Ferdy, Rafferty, 

Freddie, Oliver, Harper, Margot, Milo, Ida, Kade, 

Leo, Heath and Phoebe. 

Year 1  Year 3 

Charlie  Harry 

New Class Names 

As has become tradition, this year our class names 

have changed and we are known by popular story 

settings. Children enter the worlds of The 

Gingerbread House (Reception); The Chocolate 

Factory (Years 1 & 2); Narnia (Years 3 & 4) and 

Neverland (Years 5 & 6). All the children have 

begun the term in earnest, enjoying their new 

identities as they begin to learn more about the 

stories which inspired their class names!  

  

 

 

 

It has been lovely to welcome Neverland Class 

back into school these past two weeks.   We are 

really enjoying our class text 'Wonder' and have 

been able to link our feelings about coming back 

to school after lockdown with Auggie's feelings 

about starting school for the very first time having 

been home-schooled all his life.  The children have 

written letters of advice to Auggie, taking both 

points of view into account for whether or not he 

should start school.  To improve our writing, we 

are looking at how to start our sentences in 

different ways and this will continue as an aim for 

this term.  We are also trying to increase the 

amount that we are reading in class.  After seeing 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

As we begin a new school year, we remind our community of our school vision for all our pupils: 
 
Our vision at St. Michael’s is that every child receives an excellent education and feels valued for who they 
are. We want to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural inquisitiveness about the world 
around them, and to foster their ambition by recognising and responding to their talents and individuality. 
We seek to treat everyone in our community with love, honesty, forgiveness and respect, rooted in the 
principle of ‘do to others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). 

 

Neverland 



the children's sheer enthusiasm for the 

Performance Poetry task during the school 

closures, we have made this a weekly feature of 

our timetable and are enjoying getting our 

tongues around a range of different poems.  In 

whole class reading, the children will be asked to 

read a suitable section of the focus text aloud, in 

line with our school-wide reading focus.  Finally, at 

the end of each day, we are having daily 'story 

time' where the children are read to from our 

secondary class text, 'No Ballet Shoes in Syria'. 

In Maths we have been practising our basic 

fluency number skills at speed through the use of 

Daily 10.  We have also been revising some of the 

trickier tables through looking at the patterns 

within times tables and how we can use doubling 

and halving to support us to work out unknown 

facts.  In our main maths sessions our focus is 

Place Value and we have been looking at numbers 

all the way up to 10 million.  We have been 

looking at how numbers can be represented on 

the place value grid with counters, with the dienes 

blocks, partitioning them, drawing part-whole 

models and looked at rounding whole numbers to 

the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. 

As we explore our big question, “What if there 

was no gravity?” we learned all about the 

Geocentric and Heliocentric theories for the 

structure of the solar system, who believed the 

theories and why they may have interpreted the 

world around them in such a way.  We have also 

been looking at the work of the artist Peter 

Thorpe, whose Space Art gives us the perfect 

opportunity to practise our blending skills with 

pastels as we create abstract backgrounds with 

clearer space related images in the foreground.  In 

RSHE we have been considering at our strengths 

and weaknesses and looking at how to set goals 

for the term.  

I would like to take this opportunity to clarify 

homework in Neverland Class.  Spelling Shed and 

Maths Shed activities will be set on Wednesdays 

and paper homework will be sent home on 

Thursdays.  Paper homework needs to be handed 

in on the following Tuesday from which it was 

set.   This allows plenty of time for the children to 

complete the homework, but also give the 

opportunity, if there are questions from looking at 

the homework over the weekend, to be answered 

on Monday.  This will also hopefully ease any 

anxiety that the children may have about 

homework deadlines.  Finally, spellings will be set 

on Wednesday (in line with Spelling Shed) and 

tested the following Wednesday.  Please, if you 

have any questions, do come and find me on the 

gate in the morning or at the end of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful start to term we have had, it is 

so nice to see all the children again and hear their 

happy voices and laughter. The pupils have settled 

very well onto Year 3 and 4.  

Our topic this term is, 'What if there were no 

Empires?' We are learning about the Roman army 

and the invasion of Britain. So far we have found 

out more about the Celts and why the Roman 

army were so effective. We have used Microsoft 

Publisher to create information posters about the 

army. 

In maths we are learning more about using place 

value and working with numbers to 1000 (Year 3) 

and 10 000 (Year 4's) 

The class are all taking learning times tables very 

seriously and I am so impressed with their hard 

work and perseverance. Please remember that 

Spelling Shed and Maths shed activities are set 

weekly. Play often to increase your skills and 

speed.  

Narnia 



In English we are reading The Magician's Nephew 

and using VIPERS style questioning to check that 

we are active readers. We are learning about using 

fronted adverbials to make our sentence starters 

more interesting and using specifically chosen 

words for effect. We are learning to use 

dictionaries to check spelling and the meaning of 

new words.  

In Science Miss O’Rourke has been teaching about 

sound and the children are enjoying learning 

about how sounds are made and are carried. 

What a lovely week! Please remember to keep PE 

kit in school and a fresh water bottle every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well the Chocolate Factory is truly up and running 

now, as we come to the end of our second full 

week back at school after such a long time away! 

It has been a pleasure to welcome the whole class 

back and see their smiley faces as they move up 

into their new year-groups and face some exciting 

challenges. I have to say, the Oompa Loompas 

have been absolutely fantastic at settling into the 

class routines and high expectations of Year 1 and 

Year 2.  

We have kick-started our new topic centred 

around the question ‘What if there were no fire 

engines?’ We are learning all about the Great Fire 

of London and how significantly fire-fighting has 

changed since 1666, due to the impact of the fire. 

As part of this, we have been enjoying some 

excellent fiction and non-fiction texts to learn 

more about the fire, Samuel Pepys and what 

London was like back in 1666. This has helped us 

to sequences events from the fire chronologically, 

so the children understand what happened when.  

We have also been enjoying some fantastic art 

sessions, where the children have practised mixing 

primary colours to create secondary and tertiary 

colours on their own colour wheels. We have used 

this knowledge to produce some beautiful ‘Fire of 

London’ silhouette pictures, using paint, brushes, 

sponges, cotton buds and fingers, as well as 

experimenting with adding white and black paint 

to add tints and tones to colours.  

In English, we have had a huge focus on Phonics, 

as we recap lots of key learning that may have 

been affected or forgotten due to our extended 

time away from school. We have lots of 

differentiated Phonics groups running daily, to 

ensure that we can provide the children with all 

the knowledge they need to support their 

development as little readers and writers. We 

have also been studying some images, videos and 

poems about fire, describing its appearance, 

sound and movement and creating some powerful 

sentences to practise our writing skills and build 

confidence and independence in this area.  

In Maths, we have also been recapping some key 

learning, to ensure that the children get off to a 

flying start this term! We have been doing lots of 

counting forwards and backwards, representing 

numbers and using a range of concrete apparatus, 

such as ‘tens’ frames, Numicon, Dienes, counters 

and cubes to support our understanding. The 

children are becoming more independent in their 

learning and even beginning to use their special 

‘purple polishing’ pens to make corrections in 

their books. Year 1s have been focusing mainly on 

the numbers 0-20, while the Year 2s have been 

working with numbers up to 100, and even 

considering counting in multiples of 2, 5 and 10. 

Finally, as an introduction to our new RSHE 

curriculum, the children have been considering 

the people and places which make us feel safe and 

secure and sharing these with each other. This has 

helped us to develop some key rules for our 

The 
Chocolate 
Factory 



classroom to ensure that our school always feels 

like a safe, secure place to be.  

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic start to school the children have 

had! They have settled so well and it's beginning 

to feel like they have always been here. The 

children had a staggered start which has allowed 

them to become familiar with their new 

environment. They have loved playing outside and 

we have been so lucky to have some sunshine. 

Our first week is all about getting used to the 

routines and day to day structure of school. We 

are getting to grips with the school menu and the 

children will soon find the things they like and 

enjoy. We are also enjoying time in the large 

playground, although we can only see the other 

classes from afar.  

In class, we are beginning to learn letter sounds 

and we have been practising some letter 

formation. This week, we have focused on s, a and 

t. We are also enjoying lots of stories and talking 

about fairy tales. The children are beginning to 

understand that as these stories have been 

around for such a long time, some versions may 

differ slightly as they are 'retold'.  

Our creative work is linked to our phonics, so the 

children have drawn or painted a Snow White, 

an apple and a table. We have enjoyed some 

water play outside, so many apologies for the 

children coming home a little damp.  

Gathering outside the school 

We really do understand that parents appreciate a 

quick opportunity to catch up with each other 

after drop off in the morning or at the end of the 

school day. However, given the current guidelines 

restricting gathering on school grounds, it means 

that on some mornings there has been gathering 

outside the school which creates a traffic hazard 

at such a busy time. 

Please be mindful of this and kindly refrain from 

standing anywhere on the road (including and 

especially the bus stop/layby) as this creates a 

dangerous situation for pupils and parents alike. 

Y3-Y6 ParentPay: School Dinners 

Mrs. Sheppard has spent an inordinate amount of 

time both last week and this week chasing parents 

(often on a daily basis) for school dinner payment. 

This has a significant impact on her time when she 

has many important jobs to be doing. 

ParentPay has several facilities to enable parents 

to ensure that school dinners are paid for in 

advance, for example, you can set up a bulk 

payment, or arrange a top-up facility should your 

account go into arrears.  

If you know that your child(ren) are having school 

dinners, PLEASE ensure that you pay for the meal 

IN ADVANCE to avoid this additional burden on 

the office staff.  

Late Collection Policy 

As outlined in our school arrangements for 

September 2020 previously communicated to 

parents, we attach to this newsletter our Late 

Collection Policy which will come into effect from 

Monday 21st September. 

All children should be collected punctually at the 

end of the school day (or from after-school clubs 

when they resume). This Late Collection Policy will 

apply if a child has not been collected within 10 

minutes of the end of the school day, or similarly, 

within 10 minutes of the end of an after school 

activity. Collection at any point after this time will 

The 
Gingerbread 
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incur charges. Charging arrangements are outlined 

in the policy. 

Head lice alert 

We have had reported cases of head lice at 

school. Head lice and nits are very common in 

young children and their families. They do not 

have anything to do with dirty hair, but are picked 

up by head-to-head contact and therefore can be 

very prevalent in primary schools. 

It is important to treat head lice as soon as you 

spot them. We recommend that you check your 

child’s hair and take immediate steps to treat 

should you see any evidence of lice or nits. 

For treatment advice see: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

COVID-19 

A reminder to all parents that we now have a 

dedicated COVID-19 page on our website, where 

you can find lots of information to guide you on 

school protocol regarding the coronavirus. 

Please do have a look under ‘Statutory 

Information’ for the COVID-19 tab which we hope 

you will all find helpful. 

Awards and Certificates 

Despite the inability to have Celebration Worship 

in the same way that we have become 

accustomed to, the children will still be 

acknowledged for their hard work and effort in a 

weekly class Celebration Worship. 

We will continue to award and publish 

Headteacher Awards for academic effort and 

achievement, and Good Citizen Awards which this 

year, will be awarded for specific objectives from 

our new Relationships and Health curriculum. Of 

course our Christian Value nominees will also be a 

feature. This week the awards go to: 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Kade 

The Chocolate Factory: Chase  

Narnia: Henry 

Neverland: Siena-Maria 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Harper 

The Chocolate Factory: Arthur  

Narnia: Leyland 

Neverland: Talena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

You are the light of the world. 

(Matthew 5:14) 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

