
SCIENCE 
This term’s Science focus is all about ‘Wild 
Weather’! We will be looking at the four seasons in 
the UK and studying their distinctive features. We 
will also link this to our study of the rainforests 
around the world, comparing their temperature, 
weather and climate to those of the UK and 
considering why this is.  
We will also look at how day length varies according 
to the sun’s position, learning all about shadows 
and how and why they are created. 

ENGLISH 
We will be begin by creating our own stories linked to 
Eric Carle’s ‘The Mixed-up Chameleon’, before moving 
onto setting descriptions based on imagery from ‘The 
Great Kapok Tree’. We will also be creating some non-
fiction writing about the different rainforest layers and 
the creatures that live there.  
Finally, we will end the term with some funky poetry, as 
we read ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ and then add our own 
rhyming couplets to it! 

MATHEMATICS 
We will continue our work on addition and subtraction 
as we kick off the term. We will use number lines to 
count forwards and backwards and also represent this 
using concrete apparatus to secure understanding. We 
will also add and subtract multiples of ten using Dienes 
to support our work. We will also focus on fact 
families, finding the difference and finding totals in a 
problem-solving context. Before Christmas, we will 
move on to work with multiplication, focusing mainly 
on groups of 2s, 5s, 10s and 3s.  

HUMANITIES 
In Geography, we will be using maps, atlases and 
globes to locate and name the world’s oceans and 
continents. Then we will be learning all about the 
different rainforests around the world, where they 
are in relation to the equator and poles and how 
this affects their climate. We will study rainforests 
in detail, learning about their different layers and 
the incredible creatures that dwell there.  
In History, we will learn about the English explorer, 
Percy Fawcett, who disappeared in the Amazon 
around 1925 and compare him to our modern day 
explorer, Bear Grylls. This will allow us to compare 
aspects of the past and present, using sources.  

  CREATIVE ARTS 
In Art, we will be learning the skill of monoprinting to 
create some beautiful leaf art with watercolour 
paints. Leaves are used to create the printing effect 
and every single picture will look unique and the 
colours blend and run together! The effect is truly 
beautiful and the children will learn all sorts of skills 
as they experiment with this medium.  
 
In Music, Nativity songs will dominate this term, as 
the children practise performing together as an 
ensemble. They will also develop a stronger 
knowledge of rhythm, pitch and tempo.  

PE AND GAMES 
In Dance this term, we will be focusing on marching 
movements and performing these to music. Our 
performances will be based on the elephant section 
from Disney’s ‘The Jungle Book’.  
We will also be learning about spinning, twisting 
and turning as we practise gymnastics with our new 
sports coach, Mrs. Ruusuvuori (aka Mrs. Ruu!). 
The children will also focus on why staying active is 
so good for our health.  

RE and RSHE 

RSHE –We will be celebrating our differences this term, 
as we learn all about how to work best with others and 
identify what makes us similar and different. We will also 
look at how to problem-solve to build stronger 
relationships.   

RE –We will be studying the Christmas story with a focus 
on incarnation, learning all about the roles of the key 
biblical characters during the time of Jesus’ birth.  

COMPUTING 
We will build on last term’s work with MS Word, 
learning to make and edit simple documents to 
create rainforest animal fact-files. We will change the 
size, colour, location and style of different fonts. We 
will also use a search engine to find, copy and paste 
pictures of these creatures from the internet. 

The children will become more familiar with the 
mouse and keyboard layout as they work on this task.  
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Key Topic Vocabulary 
 

Rainforest – a large forest found in tropical areas, which receives a lot of rainfall 
 
Canopy – the top layer of leaves or branches in a rainforest 
 
Understory – the layer of leaves and branches beneath the canopy layer 
 
Emergent layer – the tops of trees that poke above the canopy layer 
 
Tropical – areas close to the equator which experience high temperatures and lots of 
rainfall 
 
Climate – the weather conditions in an area 
 
Habitat – the natural home of an animal or plant 
 
Endangered – seriously at risk of extinction (dying out) 
 
Temperature – the amount of heat in an area 
 
Humid – water in the air, making it feel hot and sticky 
 
Equator – the invisible line which separates the Northern and Southern parts of the 
planet 
 
Continent – a cluster of countries 
 
Explorer – a person who explores a new or unfamiliar area 
 

 

Key Maths Vocabulary 
 
Digit – any of the numerals from 0-9  
 
Place value – what a digit is worth, depending on whether it is in 
the Ones, Tens or Hundreds column within a number. 
 
Addition – calculating the total of two or more numbers. 
 
Subtraction – taking one number or amount away from another 
number or amount. 
 
Represent – show or give an example of something. 
 
Multiplication – repeated addition to make more ‘groups of’ a 
number 

Key Grammar and Punctuation Vocabulary 
 

Sentence –A set of words that make a complete statement, 

question, command or exclamation.  

Capital letter – Used at the beginning of a new sentence or a 

proper noun. 

Full stop – Used to mark the end of a complete sentence. 

Question mark – Used to mark the end of a sentence that is a 

question.  

Noun– aword for a thing, place or person - Eg. pen, Mrs Duly, love 

(actual names of people and places are called Proper Nouns). 

Verb – an action word (also called a ‘doing’ word) Eg. Laugh. 

Adjective – a word that describes a noun - Eg. Funny. 

 


