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Important Dates 

Mon 16 Nov Parent Consultations: 
Gingerbread House, Narnia, 
Neverland 

Tues 17 Nov Parent Consultations: 
Gingerbread House, The 
Chocolate Factory, Narnia, 
Neverland 

Thurs 19 Nov Parent Consultations:  
The Chocolate Factory 

Tues 24 Nov Parent Consultations:  
The Chocolate Factory 

 

 

 

 

 

We've been following 10 year old Will's story as he 

finds himself stranded on a stampeding elephant 

having narrowly escaped a deadly tsunami and 

now lost in the Indonesian rainforest.  There is a 

wealth of opportunity to enhance our description 

with this book and we have been focusing on 

adding additional information into a sentence 

using parenthesis and relative clauses.  In 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS), we 

have been learning how to identify and use 

determiners and pronouns. 

 

In maths, we have been completing the daily 

Barvember problems, encouraging the children to 

represent the problems using bar models.  We 

have now reached the end of our work on the four 

operations with whole numbers, which will be 

revisited in our regular fluency sessions.  This 

week, we have been learning how to solve 

problems using the Year 6 objective for long 

division method.  We have also been learning 

about the importance of the order of operations 

(BIDMAS) and the impact that different orders can 

have on the answer in a calculation.  Next week 

we will be moving on to working with fractions. 

 

We had a super first high-energy PE dance lesson 

with Mrs. Ruu and completed some court skills in 

PE with Miss James this week.  In RSHE our topic 

this term is all about celebrating our differences, 

what makes us unique and how we all belong to 

our school community.  

 

As we explore our big question, ‘What if there 

were no Rainforests?’ we have been using the 

atlas to learn about the location of the world's 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
This term we are focusing on our Christian Value of RESPECT, alongside British Values. The very first worship session, will 

introduce our RSHE focus for the term, ‘Celebrating Difference’ as we reflect on how we are all completely unique and 

special, whilst the final two will focus on the celebration of Christmas. Through the rest of the term’s worship sessions we 

will be engaging with topical stories and issues which have a social, moral and spiritual focus using Picture News as the 

prime resource. 
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rainforests in relation to the Equator and the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.   We have linked 

back to our learning last term with regard to the 

Earth's orbit of the sun and the direct sunlight that 

these hotter areas of the Earth receive.  We have 

also been using the computers to learn about the 

four layers of the rainforest, including the 

vegetation and animals that live in the different 

sections. 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fabulous start to the term! We love our 

new topic 'What if there were no Smugglers?' and 

are enjoying finding out more about the history 

and geography of Rye as part of this subject. We 

have started learning to read OS maps and to find 

our homes on Google maps. We have been 

learning about different sources of information 

and how reliable they are. 

 

Whole class reading: Have you thought that I don't 

read very often 1:1 with your child? Don't worry! 

We definitely do. We teach reading skills as a 

whole class and this term we are fortunate 

enough to each have a copy of the class text, 

Krindlekrax. The pupils follow as I model reading 

aloud and then they take turns to read aloud to 

the class. We stop and discuss any words that are 

more challenging to decode, discuss the meaning 

of new words and explore how punctuation 

affects the way we read a sentence and how it can 

change the meaning. We use this strategy in all 

subject areas, reading a range of texts. 

 

We are enjoying getting to know the strange 

characters in the book and soon will be making up 

our own. We are learning how to use punctuation 

correctly in writing direct speech. Year 4 pupils are 

challenged to edit their own work, finding errors 

and using a dictionary more independently. 

 

In maths we are using known multiplication facts 

to work out the corresponding division facts. The 

class are working so hard to achieve their times 

tables speed certificates. Keep up the excellent 

work. Next week is fractions!  

 

In art with Mr Walter, the pupils are learning to 

sketch and using shading for shadows and 3D 

effect and in PE they are learning the skills 

involved in basketball. In dance with Mrs Ruu they 

are working on a Pirate dance.  

 

Such a busy week and we are delighted to see so 

much hard work taking place in home learning 

with Spelling Shed and Maths Shed. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, Chocolate Factory class are learning all 

about the Rainforest. Our big question is ‘What if 

we lived in a rainforest?’ The children had great 

fun imagining what they would eat, wear, do, live 

and see if they lived in a rainforest.   

In English, we have been looking at the story of 

‘The Mixed Up Chameleon’. We have had lots of 

fun designing our own, slightly peculiar, mixed up 

animals. We have now begun writing character 

descriptions about our animals. Year 1s have been 

using a template to help them construct 

interesting sentences about their characters and 

Year 2s have had the challenge of independently 

writing their own descriptive sentences. We have 

been looking carefully at adjectives and 

conjunctions to see how we can add them into our 

sentences to improve them even more. We are 
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very much looking forward to writing our own 

versions of the story next. 

In maths, we have been working hard and 

becoming more confident in our number line and 

hundred square skills. We know to jump forwards 

and backwards when adding and subtracting ones. 

Year 2s have also been practising how to add and 

subtract tens using a hundred square. We have 

even been trying to solve problems using our new 

number line and hundred square knowledge. 

In Geography, we have been looking at maps of 

the world and labelling all the oceans and 

continents. As well as testing each other to see if 

we can remember where they all are. We are 

looking forward to finding out where the 

rainforests are and adding them to our maps. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a super start to the new term. The 

children absolutely love our new big question, 

‘What if we decided to live on the moon?’ We 

have been reading a collection of books about 

Bob, the man who looks after the moon. We have 

been thinking about all the things he does and 

likes.  

 

We have linked our class text to our phonics and 

creative work so the children have painted their 

own moon then added Bob, a hole, which the 

aliens hide in (or not, if you are like Bob and don’t 

believe in them) and an alien dog called Barry, 

who is Bob’s best friend. We think that Bob does 

not realise that Barry is an alien!  

We are also learning some information about the 

moon and the children have been sharing all the 

facts they already know. We have been watching 

some videos of rockets taking off, which we have 

found very exciting. We have made our own moon 

surface with special moon dust and have been 

playing with a rocket, space buggy and some 

astronauts. 

 

We had a brief interruption to our moon work by 

looking at the story of The Gunpowder Plot. We 

learned how his plan was stopped which means 

we still have the houses of parliament today. We 

used all the autumn things the children brought in 

to make a bonfire picture. We made firework 

paintings too with lots of glitter. Just like real 

fireworks. 

 

In Maths, we are looking at the number 4 and 

making sure, we know the value of it. The children 

will be representing it in different ways, using 

objects or mark making.   

Welcome to new staff! 

I am sure you will join us in welcoming the 

following new staff members to St. Michael’s: 

 Miss Claire Bennett – Teaching Assistant, 

Neverland class 

 Mrs. Sarah Ruusuvuori (aka Mrs. Ruu!) – 

Sports Coach 

 Mrs. Fay Churchill – teaching The 

Chocolate Factory class (Mondays, Term 2) 

 Mr. Mark Walter – teaching Narnia class 

(Fridays, Term 2) 

Of course we also welcome Miss O’Rourke as she 

now teaches The Chocolate Factory class (Tues-Fri) 

in Mrs. Duly’s absence. 

I know that they will receive a very warm St. 

Michael’s welcome from you all! 

New Protocol 

Just a short note of thanks to our whole school 

community for your immediate and supportive 
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response to our new protocol regarding face 

coverings, and for doing your best to keep in a 

family bubble and avoid cross contamination of 

class bubbles especially as you wait for the gates 

to be open in the morning. It helps to keep us all 

safe – thank you. 

Open for Parents 

A reminder of the parenting courses that are being 

run by ‘Open for Parents’ (guide send by email). 

These seminars, webinars and discussion groups 

cover a wide variety of parenting issues and are 

free to access. Do have a look and see if there’s 

one that would work for you. 

Attendance: 100% in Term 1! 

The following pupils achieved 100% attendance in 

Term 1 and we celebrate this excellent 

achievement (self-isolation as a result of COVID-19 

has not been included as absence): 

The Gingerbread House 

Ollie, Harper, William D., Arlo, William E., Rafferty, 

Ferdy, Freddie, Kade, Leo, Heath and Milo. 

The Chocolate Factory 

Grey, Scarlett, Elliott, Oliver, Zachary, Talia, Esmé, 

Isobel, Tristan, Betsy, Joseph, Freddie, Poppi, Flo, 

Chase, Arthur, George Lucia, Noah, Aliah and 

Dominic. 

Narnia 

Edward, Bonnie, Henry, Arabella, Aria, Leyland, 

Alex, Isaac, Hermione, Stanley, Harry, Henry, 

Sophia and Finian. 

Neverland 

Jack, Woody, Bobby, Mia, Connie, Stanley, Erin, 

Laurie, Emily, Logan, Zana, Siena, Melian, Oscar, 

Talena, Joseph, Darcey and Holly. 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Oliver 

The Chocolate Factory: Lexi  

Narnia: Sophia 

Neverland: Holly 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Milo 

The Chocolate Factory: Freddie  

Narnia: Henry 

Neverland: Joe 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Margot 

The Chocolate Factory: Isobel  

Narnia: Aria 

Neverland: Laurie 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Rafferty 

The Chocolate Factory: Lucia  

Narnia: Edward 

Neverland: Oscar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ, God forgave you. 

(Ephesians 4:32) 
 


