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Important Dates 

Wed 21 Oct School Photos 

Fri 23 Oct Last day of term 

Mon 2 Nov Inset day 

Tues 3 Nov First day of term 
 

 

 

 

 

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you all for your amazing generosity in your 

donations for our Harvest Collection this 

year.  These items will go a long way to support 

those in a less fortunate position than others and 

will be gratefully received by the Rye Food Bank.   

 

In English, we have been focusing on newspaper 

reports, thinking carefully about the style of 

language we need to use and the features of this 

quite specific style.  A group of Year 6s have also 

looked at the use of the passive voice sentence 

structure to include in their reports, as this is a key 

feature of the impersonal language used in 

reports.  We are writing newspaper reports about 

the 1969 Moon Landings, ensuring that we include 

quotes and past tense. 

 

In Maths we are continuing our work on the four 

operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division, with a focus on multiplication this 

week.  We have been focusing on the 

mathematical vocabulary that accompanies this 

topic, as well as how to identify square and cube 

numbers, factors, multiples and the importance of 

prime numbers.  Year 6s need to know how to 

complete long multiplication and we have been 

completing lots of work using concrete and 

pictorial resources (such as place value counters) 

to support our understanding of the algorithms 

that we use to solve such equations. 

 

In our topic lessons, we have been learning all that 

we can about the Moon: its different phases; the 

way it was formed; the impact its orbit has on the 

Earth; as well as the story of the Moon 

Landings.  In RSHE we have been continuing our 

work on our rights and responsibilities as citizens 

of our country and members of our school 

community. 

 

 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
So far this term we have explored our Christian values, through the following themes – 

 Should we always stand up for our communities? 

 Should you always try to win? 

 Is it the responsibility of the young to protect the planet? 
Through these we engaged with the British values of democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect. 

 

Neverland 



 

 

 

 

 

What a busy week, and it has been a very good 

one. We have finished reading The Magician's 

Nephew and made lovely lap books all about it. 

The pupils were very creative - you will see these 

soon when they come home. We have started 

listening to the audiobook/dramatised version of 

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe and we are 

enjoying seeing the connections between the 

stories already. 

 

We have read a newspaper report about an 

ancient Roman and have used this outline to plan 

and write our own news reports about Queen 

Jadis and the incident of the crashed chariot. It is 

very challenging to write in this style. Year 4 pupils 

are using dictionaries to check their spelling and 

everyone is editing their work to continue to 

improve it.  We have also been learning about 

using commas in lists and alongside Spelling Shed 

spelling, we are practising adding the suffixes -ed 

and -ing correctly.  

 

In topic work we found out more about Julius 

Caesar and debated his leadership style and then 

wrote a report about Boudica. We have since 

moved on to research Roman gods and used 

Microsoft publisher to create a tri-fold leaflet 

showing what we have learned. We have been 

learning to use different tools, internet safety and 

finding information.  

 

In maths we are learning to use formal written 

methods for addition - columns! We are learning 

to start adding from the ones and how to 

exchange when needed. Year 4 pupils are also 

problem-solving and completing missing number 

problems related to this.  Everyone has a lovely 

positive attitude which shows in their progress. 

Remember to work very hard on learning all your 

times tables facts, Narnia, keep using Maths Shed 

and other online games to help you.  

 

Possibly the most popular lesson of all time was 

the making of Pet Logs. Hope you like them! 

 

As always our families have been so unbelievably 

generous in sharing what we have with others. We 

had a lovely Harvest service in our class and 

delighted to see so much lovely food being 

donated. Thank you so much for your gifts, our 

box was overflowing.  

 

It was also lovely to hear the pupil's prayers and 

thanks and their appreciation of what we have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chocolate Factory has been busy again over 

the past fortnight, with our Oompa Loompas 

getting into the musical spirit and having a go at 

using a range of percussion instruments to 

support their very own performance of ‘London’s 

Burning’. We learnt all about tempo, dynamics, 

rhythm and pitch, then practised singing the song 

together, as a unified group. Once we were 

confident with the singing, we introduced a 

variety of untuned percussion and decided which 

sounds best suited the different lines in the song, 

and why.  After much practice, we put together an 

excellent performance which Mrs Marshall 

thoroughly enjoyed watching! 

In English, Phonics skills are progressing 

excellently, with children confidently using the 

phonics support resources to aid their spelling in 

Narnia 
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all lessons. With a range of differentiated Phonics 

groups running daily, we have also found the time 

to squeeze in some work on non-fiction writing, 

with many of the children writing their own 

information texts, all about London before the 

Great Fire and how and where the fire began. We 

have learnt all about Thomas Farryner, the absent-

minded baker who forgot to sweep out his oven 

one night…and the rest is, quite literally, history! 

We have been working hard on the use of capital 

letters, full stops and our ‘Purple Polishing Pens’ to 

support editing as we write.  

In Maths, we have been working with number 

lines alongside concrete representations, to 

support the children’s understanding of number. 

Everyone has been working with number lines that 

have numbers missing, to ensure they look 

carefully at the intervals when trying to represent 

a number. Year 1s have been challenging 

themselves to work with numbers up to 30, while 

many of the Year 2s have been working with 

numbers up to 100, and intervals of 5 and 10 too. 

After that, we moved onto some work with 

money, where we used Dienes to represent the 

different coin and note values accurately. We 

spent lots of time identifying different coins and 

played lots of games too! We then moved onto 

selecting money to make given amounts, with the 

Year 1s working with smaller coins and the Year 2s 

making larger amounts and finding different ways 

to make the same amount.  

Finally, in RE, the children have been learning all 

about the story of Creation and linking this to our 

Harvest celebrations in school. We retold the story 

in chronological order, using pictures and words, 

and then had lots of meaningful discussions about 

how Christians find ways to thank God for 

Creation and all the wonderful food and drink that 

our planet provides us with.  

We would like to take the opportunity to say an 

enormous thank you to the parents of The 

Chocolate Factory Class for their generous food 

donations for our Harvest collection. Our box was 

overflowing with amazing goodies and they will all 

be donated to an extremely worthy cause - the 

Rye Food Bank. We are so grateful for all of your 

fantastic contributions.  

 

 

 

 

We have been working on a modern fairy tale. 

‘Princess Smartypants’ is all about a princess who 

doesn’t conform to the usual stereotypes a 

princess does. She does not want to get married 

and she has some very unusual pets. We linked 

our phonics to our creative work by making 

her overalls and a crocodile. We also covered the 

‘k’ sound and we were going to make a king but he 

does not really feature in this story. We have been 

writing sentences to accompany our work and 

trying hard to form our letters independently. 

In maths, we made some lovely number lines 

using numbers on magic beans. We had to use our 

cutting skills and then carefully order them before 

sticking them down. 

This week, we have been celebrating autumn and 

harvest festival. The children brought in some 

lovely leaves and other natural things that they 

have collected. They were asked to bring in 

something that shows that autumn is here.  

They have also brought in such generous 

contributions for harvest festival. We have talked 

lots about why we celebrate the harvest and that 

it is a time to be thankful. Some of us have also 

tried to write our own harvest prayers.  

In our RSHE lessons we have looked at how we can 

negotiate our way through problems like sharing 

toys. The children have come up with some very 

grown up ideas and suggestions. We have also 
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talked about how somebody might feel if they 

were not invited to play in a certain group. 

School Photographs 

A reminder to all parents that official school 

photographs will be taken on Wednesday 21st 

October. Please ensure that your children are 

dressed in the full winter uniform. 

School Dinners: New menu 

Chartwells have recently published their Autumn 

Winter menu which applies from Monday 2nd 

November through to Friday 2nd April. For your 

convenience, we have attached a copy of the 

menu to this newsletter, and it is also published 

on the school website.  

Harvest 

A huge thank you to those families who 

contributed to our Harvest Celebration in school 

this Tuesday – we were overwhelmed with gifts 

and these are all being collected by the Rye Food 

Bank today. They will go a long way to support 

many members of our local community. We 

include below, some photographs that show the 

generosity of the St. Michael’s community – 

THANK YOU again! 

 

The Gingerbread House harvest box 

 

The Chocolate Factory harvest box 

 

Narnia harvest box 

 

Neverland harvest box 

 

 



 

 

 

Like the rest of the school, the Governors are 

adapting to change. Virtual meetings and training 

courses have become the norm, and we are 

missing spending time inside the school. 

Arrangements to manage the Covid pandemic 

have been top of our agenda at the start of the 

year, and we have reviewed the many measures 

that have enabled a safe return to school for 

everyone. Mrs Marshall and her team have done a 

heroic job to react and prepare so quickly, and we 

are confident that everything that could have 

been done, has been done.  

The situation remains very challenging, given the 

speed at which conditions and requirements 

continue to shift. We are all – governors, staff, 

parents/carers and children - having to adapt in 

the moment, and your support and understanding 

is greatly appreciated as the whole team works 

hard to provide an excellent education while 

keeping everyone safe. Testing times, then - but 

we are in as good a position as we could hope for, 

and we are all looking forward to another 

successful year at St Michael’s. 

A message from the Chair of Governors: 

As Chair, I would like to take the opportunity to 

thank publicly, the members of the Governing 

Board for their hard work and commitment to 

supporting the school in its aim to provide an 

excellent education for every child. 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Freddie 

The Chocolate Factory: Matylda  

Narnia: Harry 

Neverland: Leon 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Margot 

The Chocolate Factory: Scarlett  

Narnia: Natty 

Neverland: Ashton 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Heath 

The Chocolate Factory: Freddie  

Narnia: Dottie 

Neverland: Darcey 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: William E 

The Chocolate Factory: Thomas  

Narnia: Gaby 

Neverland: Zana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

(Numbers 6:24) 
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