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Important Dates 

Thurs 3 Dec Jaws ‘n’ Claws Visit for all 
classes 

Mon 7 Dec Letter boxes open in each class 
for Christmas cards 

Fri 11 Dec Final Newsletter before 
Christmas Holidays 

Mon 14 Dec Final booking day for Christmas 
Dinners (Years 3-6) 

Wed 16 Dec Letter boxes close for Christmas 
cards 

Thurs 17 Dec Christmas Jumper, Dinner & 
Party Day 

Fri 18 Dec Last day of term 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Neverland, we had a super week of poetry 

writing last week, where we wrote animal poems 

inspired by William Blake's 'The Tyger'.  The 

children wrote these up and 'published' them with 

illustrations and some of the poems are now on 

display along our 'Writing Corridor'.  Mrs. Marshall 

is also going to upload these to the Neverland 

Class page on the school website, so be sure to 

check them out!  This week, we have been 

exploring the different ways in which we can 

include adverbials and subordinate clauses into 

our sentences as sentence openers.  We have 

used the ISPACED prompt on our flip-flaps to 

support us to consider different ways of starting 

our sentences.   

 

In Maths, we are working on our unit in fractions, 

where the children have been identifying fractions 

of a whole.  While the Year 5s were looking at how 

to find equivalent fractions, the Year 6s were 

looking at the significance of simplifying 

fractions.  We have also looked at how to convert 

improper fractions to mixed-number fractions and 

the Year 6s have been using a mathematical rule 

to support them to do this abstractly.  We have 

been using our knowledge of equivalent fractions 

to order and compare fractions on a number 

line.  As ever, we have also been working on our 

arithmetic proficiency and mental maths to 

support these methods.  Please do ensure that 

your child is completing the weekly tasks set on 

Maths Shed.  New content on the platform means 

that not only can they practise their fact fluency, 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
Over the past two weeks we have reflected on how we are all completely unique and how special that is, as we celebrate 

the differences between us. We have also reflected on the concept of fairness as we considered, ‘Should we always be 

treated the same?’  
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they can also use the 'Quizzes' section to complete 

the set task to consolidate maths learning from 

the previous week. 

 

In topic, we have been finding out all about the 

rainforest: its four layers and what animals and 

types of plant live there; and which products 

orginate from the rainforest.  We have explored 

the picture 'Tiger in a Tropical Storm' by Henri 

Rousseau in an art/English lesson, and in music, 

we have listened to some pieces from Saint-Saen's 

'Carnivale des animaux' and considered tempo, 

rhythm and dynamics.  In Science we have been 

learning about the classification of living things 

and the Linnaueus system for this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a terrific week! In our class book, 

Krindlekrax, we have finally met the large 

crocodile, found out that he eats toast and why 

Corky has white hair. The class have written their 

own descriptive versions of this part of the story 

and have worked hard to vary their sentence 

starters and vocabulary choices for effect. Year 4 

pupils are learning to improve and edit their work 

with less specific guidance and to use flaps of 

paper over sentences and paragraphs that need 

editing.  

 

This week we are writing for a range of purposes 

to show that we can change our style to suit our 

audience. The class have carried out some 

research about crocodiles and by Friday we will 

have written up our information reports using 

scientific terminology. We will also then use water 

colour paints to paint a crocodile, using fine brush 

strokes and mixing colours.  

 

In maths we are being very challenged by the 

confusion which is fractions! Please keep 

practising aspects of fractions at home, it is tricky. 

Knowing times tables facts will help, so keep 

learning about those. Year 4 pupils are beginning 

to work out problems involving non-unit fractions 

of amounts (e.g. 2/3 of 12). We have begun to 

work with tenths and decimal fractions as well as 

adding and subtracting fractions with the same 

denominator. 

 

In our topic work this week we are continuing to 

learn more about our local area and look at 

human and physical features and land use. We live 

in such a beautiful area. The pupils have tried to 

draw a map of the playground, much more 

challenging than you might think. 

 

In PE with Mrs. Ruu the pupils have put together a 

fabulous pirate dance and in Science they are 

continuing with learning about States of Matter, 

working on investigations and recording their 

findings in a table. All very sophisticated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we have been looking at all the 

different layers of the rainforest. We have found it 

very exciting sorting all the exotic animals into the 

correct layers.  We have just started to write our 

own information texts all about the different 

layers and all the animals that live there. Y1’s - 

have had a more scaffolded approach, with 

templates to help them write sentences more 

accurately. Y2’s have really been encouraged to 

The 
Chocolate 
Factory 



write much more independently, as well as making 

their sentences the best that they can possibly be. 

This might be through the use of adding adjectives 

or specific punctuation. 

In maths, we have been working really hard to find 

different totals. We experimented with different 

coins to see how many different ways we can 

make totals. Y1’s started off with 10p and some of 

them even moved onto 50p. Y2’s have even tried 

up to £1. We have also then tried to use this new 

knowledge to help us solve our own money 

problems. 

In Art, we have had a fantastic time getting messy 

with the pastels. We looked really carefully at 

some of the animals of the rainforest. We then 

chose our favourite animal and focused on one 

specific part, e.g., the eye, to draw in detail. We 

have put all of our different animal parts 

altogether into a display. Can you guess who’s 

hiding in the rain forest? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been continuing our work on deciding 

whether to live on the moon by looking at some 

information about the moon. We did our own 

information writing and used non-fiction texts as a 

source. We also watched some videos on how 

astronauts cope with daily activities such as 

washing and using the toilet in space. The children 

were very interested in this and did some lovely 

writing about it. This week, we have been reading 

‘Astrogirl’. This is a story about a little girl who 

wants to be an astronaut when she grows up. She 

dreams of space and the stars and even makes 

rocket shaped biscuits. At the end of the book, we 

discover that she is really inspired by her real life 

astronaut mum, who has just returned from the 

moon. 

 

In phonics, we have moved on to digraphs. This is 

when two letters make one sound such as: ‘ll’, ‘ff’ 

and ‘ss’. The children have been very keen to learn 

the correct terminology. 

 

In maths, we moved on to number five. We will do 

some more work on making five with other 

numbers next week. We have also begun to look 

at one more and one less than a given number and 

started using a number line as well as cubes and 

counters to help us.  

 

Next week, we will finish off our topic by looking 

at another story about the moon. In RSHE we have 

been thinking about how we are all different and 

all special in our own way. 

 

St. Michael’s Virtual Tour 

St. Michael’s has now published a virtual tour of 

the school and we invite parents to share with 

friends and family as we aim to promote the 

school to prospective parents. The link has been 

published on our website as well as on our school 

Facebook page, and we share again with you here: 

https://youtu.be/MbcsLfjwXWE 

The 
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https://youtu.be/MbcsLfjwXWE


Head lice alert 

The creepy-crawlies are back! We have had 

reported cases of head lice at school. Head lice 

and nits are very common in young children and 

their families. They do not have anything to do 

with dirty hair, but are picked up by head-to-head 

contact and therefore can be very prevalent in 

primary schools. 

It is important to treat head lice as soon as you 

spot them. We recommend that you check your 

child’s hair and take immediate steps to treat 

should you see any evidence of lice or nits. 

For treatment advice see: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Following the letter sent to parents on Monday, 

we remind families to make a note of the date on 

which your child should bring in their contribution 

towards their class Advent Food Box. Let’s make 

this another successful community initiative as we 

gather contributions for the Rye Food Bank whilst 

we count down to Christmas. 

Christmas Post 

As is tradition, we invite 

pupils to post their cards 

to their friends or 

teachers at the school 

should they wish to. This 

year, they will post cards 

in their class post box 

which will be open for posting from Monday 7th 

December. The last posting date is Wednesday 

16th December which will allow sufficient 

quarantine time prior to cards being sent home on 

the last day of term.  

Please ensure that all envelopes are clearly 

labelled with the NAME AND CLASS or YEAR 

GROUP of the child for whom the card is intended 

to allow for accurate distribution by the school 

post-people.  

Christmas Dinners 

Booking is available immediately on ParentPay for 

School Christmas Dinner, which will take place on 

Thursday 17th December. As usual, we encourage 

all pupils to take up the offer of this particular 

meal as it a special one in the school calendar. In 

order to help with the catering on this day, please 

ensure that for any pupils in Years 3-6, this is 

booked by Monday 14th December. 

Christmas Jumper Day: Save the Children 

This year at St. Michael’s we are raising money for 

Save the Children as we celebrate Christmas 

Jumper Day. We will be holding this on Thursday 

17th December when we invite children to come 

to school in mufti, but must include a Christmas 

Jumper for a £1.00 donation to Save the Children 

(donations will be collected in each class as the 

children enter). Let’s make the world a better 

place for children – your donation could change a 

child’s life. 

 

Nativity Service 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to host our usual 

Nativity Service this year – we are all so 

disappointed as this is the highlight of the term 

and for most of us, marks the beginning of the 

Festive season. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


In light of this, we have a little something planned 

at school which we will share with parents at the 

end of term to hopefully mark for you all, the 

beginning of your own Christmas festivities – 

watch this space! 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: William D 

The Chocolate Factory: Lorcan  

Narnia: Leyland 

Neverland: Joseph 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Leo 

The Chocolate Factory: Tristen  

Narnia: Harry 

Neverland: Ashton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Phoebe 

The Chocolate Factory: Esmé  

Narnia: Alex 

Neverland: Holly 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: William E 

The Chocolate Factory: Zachary  

Narnia: Finian 

Neverland: Logan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Let everything that has breath praise 
the Lord. Praise the Lord. 

(Psalm 150:6) 
 


