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Important Dates 

Thurs 1 April Eggstra Special Easter2021 
Decorate your egg and return it 
by 30th March 

Thurs 1 April Mufti day 
 

Thurs 1 April  Last day of term 
 

Fri 2 April Easter Holiday  
 

Mon 19 April Inset day 
 

 

 

 

 

How wonderful it has been to have a busy, 

productive classroom once more!  It was so lovely 

to see all the children return to school last 

Monday - and see how much they've grown since 

we last saw them before the Christmas 

holidays.  We have carefully considered how to 

settle the children back into the routines of 

school, prioritising PE, group work and circle time 

sessions over some of the curriculum subjects in  

 

 

order to support the children to develop their 

interpersonal and teamwork skills.   

 

On theme with our big question for this term and 

next, 'What if we had lived during World War 

Two?', we have begun reading Goodnight Mister 

Tom by Michelle Magorian as our main text in 

English.  Our secondary text which we read at the 

end of the day is 'The Valley of Lost Secrets' by 

Lesley Parr, and features a particularly bad Welsh 

accent on Miss James's part.  Both texts focus on 

young children evacuated away from their homes 

after the outbreak of war in 1939 and the 

challenges they faced as they struggled to fit in 

somewhere new.  To support evacuees and new 

visitors (or 'Townees') to the countryside, the 

children in Neverland have been considering what 

information they could be provided with to help 

them settle more quickly and get used to some of 

the ways of living in more rural communities.  The 

children are collating their ideas to share some of 

the benefits of countryside living into leaflets that 

could be given out to evacuees on their 

arrival.  We are looking at how to use description 

and tense accurately in our writing. 

 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
For the rest of this term we will be focusing on our Christian Value of FORGIVENESS through deeper engagement with 

parables, in the lead up to Easter. As we near the end of the term we will also be celebrating the festival of Easter as we 

remind ourselves of the Easter Story from Palm Sunday through to the Resurrection of Jesus.  

 

Neverland 



Narnia 

In maths we have been revising place value and 

multiplying and dividing decimal numbers by 10 

and 100.  This is to support us as we begin our 

maths unit on converting units of 

measurement.  We have also been practising our 

instant recall of number facts - including times 

tables, number bonds and addition and 

subtraction facts within 20 - all of which are vital 

to supporting our formal methods of calculation.  

 

In topic we marked International Women's Day in 

Neverland Class by looking at the various 

organisations that women were able to sign up to 

during World War Two and the roles the women 

would take on in those jobs as they contributed to 

the war effort.   

 

Maths Shed and Spelling Shed activities have been 

set for this week so please do encourage your 

child to complete these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to school Narnia class, and your 

first newsletter of the term. It is so lovely to see 

everyone again and to hear all those happy voices. 

I am very impressed at how resilient everyone is 

and how hard they are working in school already.  

 

We have finished reading Krindlekrax and loved 

the ending. The pupils engaged in thoughtful 

discussion about how the characters changed and 

why. Such a fun book! We then wrote our own 

version for Krindlekrax part 2. Some amazing ideas 

and creativity for the sequel.  

 

THE IRON MAN is our new book. We are learning 

the first part of the story off by heart (see if your 

child can repeat page 1 to you). We have rewritten 

this section, paying close attention to spelling, 

handwriting and punctuation. We have started 

making up a new character and will write our own 

description in the style of Ted Hughes.  This term 

we will focus a great deal on handwriting and 

punctuation. Year 4 will be learning to use more 

similes and metaphors in their writing and a wider 

range of punctuation.  

 

In maths this term we have started some work on 

division, which at this stage is getting more 

challenging. We are learning to use number lines 

for repeated subtraction and to take bigger jumps 

to improve efficiency. For those still working on 

learning times tables facts, please make learning 

these facts a main focus. So much of Year 3 and 4 

work relies on faster recall and number fluency. 

Year 4 pupils will soon be learning to use bracket 

division and 'chunking' while Year 3 are working 

hard on fact fluency and recall.  

 

We have started work on our new big question, 

‘What if we lived on a different island?’ and are 

looking in particular at Australia at the moment. 

We have already produced some fantastic 

Aboriginal art! We are learning more about the 

history, geography and animals of this spectacular 

island. Feel free to do some extra reading and 

research at home.  

 

In Science we are starting to learn about plants 

with Mrs Churchill and we are very excited to be 

going to the wood! As we approach Easter, we are 

learning more about the Christian beliefs around 

this time of the year and celebrating new life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

It has been so good to see the classroom full of 

enthusiastic faces and to be able to reconnect as a 

class.  We have put a strong emphasis on 

teamwork and play in our first days back in school, 

allowing the Oompa Loompas time to readjust to 

the classroom and working and playing in a group 

environment. To reflect this, our curriculum focus 

this term is all about Teamwork.  We have 

organised the curriculum to allow plentiful 

opportunities for working in pairs, groups and 

teams - both formally and in play. 

 

Our first few days have been very busy, as you 

might imagine!  We have been working with 

children individually and as a whole class to 

pinpoint where children have made progress and 

where there might be gaps, following the 

lockdown period.  This is enabling us to provide 

tailored opportunities for learning, so that 

everyone is able to achieve their very best. 

 

In English we have been focusing on phonics, 

reading and spelling high frequency words, and 

constructing sentences accurately.  This is allowing 

us to revisit these key areas of knowledge and 

skills, which have been impacted by lockdown and 

there are definitely some rusty recall brains in the 

class at the moment.  However, by recapping 

phonics through formal teaching, consolidating 

strategies in writing activities and through games 

as a whole class and in targetted groups, we are 

able to begin to fill the gaps and make 

progress.  We recapped our learning on habitats 

from lockdown, through whole class reading and 

listening comprehension, and successfully wrote a 

fact file on habitats. Year Ones are being 

encouraged to write simple, accurately 

punctuated sentences and Year Two asked to 

make richer language choices and coordinating 

words to extend their sentences. 

 

In maths we have been revisiting the four 

operations, focusing on key number facts, for 

example bonds to 5, 6, 7 etc. and times 

tables.  We have been using a range of concrete 

and pictorial strategies to support this 

revision.  This revisit of key skills and facts will be 

the platform for extending their mathematical 

understanding as we move forward - if you get the 

chance, count every time you go up the stairs in 

2s, 5s or 10s - and backwards when you come 

down!  Year Ones have been focusing on bonds to 

10 and Year Twos on bonds to 20 - looking at all 

the bonds in a number family.  By developing this 

knowledge securely, children can then utilise 

these key facts and strategies as the maths 

becomes more complex. 

 

Finally, we have been allowing the children some 

opportunities for independent investigation in a 

range of curriculum areas, including maths, 

science, art, phonics and reading.  This has 

enabled them to ask questions independently and 

find the answers through problem solving and trial 

and error - for example, a spectacular, oversized 

marble run was constructed by a team of children 

to accurately direct a ball some ten feet into a 

small goal at speed, after some time they achieved 

their goal and had applied a wide range of skills to 

get there.  This learning is intended to spark their 

independent thinking whilst allowing them time to 

reconnect and engage in kind and constructive 

play together. 

 

We are working as a whole class team to settle 

back into our routines and make the most of being 

back together again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
Chocolate 
Factory 



 

 

 

 

The Gingerbread House have made a fantastic 

start back at school. They positively bounced in 

and it almost seems that they have never been 

away. 

 

We are looking at our environment and read 'Frog 

Belly Rat Bone'. In the story a little boy finds a box 

of seeds, which he calls treasure. The treasure is 

under threat, so Frog Belly is created to protect 

them. We had a great discussion on how much 

better our world looks with flowers and plants, 

rather than the 'Cementland' we see in the book. 

This week, we have been reading 'George Saves 

the World by Lunchtime'. This story looks closely 

at recycling and introduces the four 'R's': Reduce, 

Repair, Reuse and Recycle. We have begun to 

make our own posters suggesting ways we can 

help our world and environment. 

 

In maths, we have been looking at different ways 

to make ten. We have been using a 'tens' frame 

and different coloured cubes and counters. We 

have also used the 'tens' frame to help us with 

addition by counting on from the biggest number. 

We are also going to use a number line to help us 

do this. 

 

We have been spending some time learning to 

play together again. We are getting used to 

sharing our equipment and taking turns as there 

are now more of us in school. In line with our work 

on the environment we are going to plant some 

seeds outside to make sure our environment looks 

bright and inviting.  

 

PSA’s Eggstra Special Easter! 

A reminder to bring those decorated eggs into 

class by Tuesday 30th March. The eggs will be 

displayed in each classroom as they compete for 

best class display! A reminder too, of the Easter 

mufti day on Thursday 1st April; £1.00 per child. 

We look forward to seeing pupils in their Easter 

best! 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House:  Ida 

The Chocolate Factory: Zachary 

Narnia: Connie 

Neverland: Melian 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: William E 

The 
Gingerbread 
House 



The Chocolate Factory: George 

Narnia: Ethan 

Neverland: Siena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Stop being angry and don’t try to take 
revenge. I am the Lord and I command 
you to love others as much as you love 
yourself. 

(Leviticus 19:18) 
 


