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Important Dates 

Fri 2 April Easter Holiday: Good Friday  
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We have made it to the end of term!  With the 

two distinct sections to the term – two weeks of 

limited bubbles and then four weeks welcoming 

all the children back in - it has certainly felt like a 

much longer period of time than just six 

weeks!  We have been prioritising nurture 

activities, circle time and RSHE lessons to support 

the children to settle back into the routines of 

school and to re-form positive relationships with 

each other: it’s hard being 10 years old and finding 

out that some of your friends have developed 

other friendships after not seeing each other for 3 

months.  

In English we have been considering how lucky we 

have been to live in such a beautiful part of the 

world.  We have been thinking about people who 

are newly moving to the area and what essential 

information they might need to know about life in 

the countryside – perfect advice for the World 

War 2 evacuees in our class books, some of whom 

had never been outside of London before!  We 

have been using the imperative tense to give 

advice and instructions; expanded noun phrases 

to add to our description and ensuring that our 

work is accurately punctuated and makes sense.  

Our maths lessons have been focusing on units of 

measure and converting between them.  This has 

meant we have revised our knowledge of decimals 

and the four operations as we have solved 

problems involving conversions of measure.  We 

have also been looking at telling the time and 

solving problems requiring us to calculate a period 

of time – resisting the urge with time to use a 

formal written addition or subtraction method as 

there are only 60 minutes in an hour.   This week 

we have focused on longer problems which have 

required us to reason and develop our 

perseverance and resilience towards problems.  

In topic we have been learning about the ‘Dig for 

Victory’ during World War 2 and working to create 

our World War 2 era gardens.  We have papier-

mached, painted and are now decorating our 

gardens to include an Anderson Shelter and 

vegetable plots.   

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
This week we had a renewed focus on the Easter story as we celebrated Jesus’ journey from Palm Sunday up to his 

Resurrection. The children enjoyed this reflection on the end of His life – it was an uplifting experience for all! 
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Wanted: One huge Iron Man for creating havoc 

and carnage! This week we have been enjoying 

reading Chapter two of the Iron Man and creating 

diagrams of the crime scene with evidence from 

the book. This is prompting some good discussion 

and searching the text for clues. We are learning 

to read for longer periods of time to develop our 

concentration.  

We are continuing to revise and develop our 

writing skills of handwriting, applying spelling rules 

and using punctuation correctly. Correct full stops 

use takes a great deal of practice! We are learning 

to write clear and concise instructions using the 

features of instruction writing, and writing 

instructions on how to capture the Iron Man. 

 

In maths we are learning to multiply and divide by 

10 and 100- using decimal points, tenths and 

hundredths. We have also been learning to use 

longer written methods of division for working 

with higher numbers and remainders. This is all 

made easier with secure fast recall of times tables 

facts. Year 4 pupils will soon be taking part in the 

countrywide assessment, you can practise on this 

website. 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-

tables-check/ 

 

In art we are learning more about the beginnings 

of Aboriginal Art and we are creating our own 

complex pictures using their symbols. It is hard 

work and very satisfying. We are also learning 

more about the Geography of Australia, and how 

it differs to ours.  

 

In RE we have been learning all about the Easter 

story, and enjoyed performing a play of the 

Garden of Gethsemane as part of whole school 

worship.  

Science has been very challenging, learning all 

about plants. The pupils have risen to the 

challenge and been able to discuss and label the 

parts of plants.  

I am so proud of how well Narnia pupils have 

adjusted to coming back into school and it is lovely 

to be all settled again. Have a fantastic holiday 

everyone! 🙂  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Chocolate Factory class, we have had a big focus 

on our reading and writing this term. We have 

been trying to become more independent writers, 

and we have accomplished a number of different 

writing tasks. We have attempted character 

descriptions, explanations and what we think 

might happen next in story. Year 1 have been 

trying to independently remember capital letters 

and full stops, as well as using consistent finger 

spaces. Year 2 have been looking very carefully at 

their sentence types and vocabulary, as well as 

trying to challenge themselves with adding more 

exciting punctuation. 

In maths, we have been trying really hard with 

multiplication; we are much more confident with 

our counting forwards and backwards from any 

given point. We have also been investigating 

multiplication outside, using a variety of different 

resources. Year 1, have been using multilink and 

numicon to help them accurately solve problems 

as they count in two’s. Year 2 have had a big focus 

on explaining their reasoning and using their 
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understanding of multiplying 2, 5 and 10 to help 

them solve multi-step problems. 

In RSHE, we have been understanding what it 

means to be ‘A Good Friend’ and completing our 

own guides to help us be kinder to one another. 

We have looked about the way we talk and 

behave towards our friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gingerbread House have been continuing to 

look at stories which focus on our environment. 

We read, 'Who Swallowed Stanley?' which is all 

about a carrier bag. The children were really 

animated about the dangers caused by carrier 

bags and plastic rubbish in the sea. We drew our 

own story maps which were incredible. In phonics, 

we have been playing games to revise all the 

sounds we have learned so far. 

 

In maths, we have practical activities every day 

which the children can access independently. We 

do this to help them develop the skills they have 

learned and apply them in practical situations. 

 

At the end of last week, we read the true story of 

Easter. We have learned all about the last days 

Jesus was alive and the symbolism of his death. 

We consolidated our learning by looking at a bag 

of Easter objects. We each chose something and 

talked about its significance. We had a nail, a 

bunny, a donkey, a palm cross and many other 

things. The children had such good recall and so 

enjoyed looking at the objects. It made the story 

less obscure and more accessible to them. 

 

This week we have been making some lovely 

Easter-themed things, which the children are 

looking forward to bringing home. The egg 

decorating competition has been a huge success 

and we have loved looking at them. We are ending 

our week with an egg hunt in our outside area. 

The children are having to match a given number, 

so it might not be as easy as they first thought!  

We wish you all a very Happy Easter and hope you 

can enjoy some time with family and friends who I 

am sure you have missed very much. The children 

have been through a massive readjustment to 

being back in school. They are learning the 

dynamics of being one of thirteen again, which has 

been difficult for some more than others. We are 

very much looking forward to a lovely summer in 

school playing and learning together. 

Thank You PSA! 

A huge thanks to our outgoing PSA for the lovely 

Easter treat that they organised for the children. 

The little Easter egg with chocolate gifts inside was 

very much enjoyed, and the children equally 

responded with the most amazing and creative 

decorations using their eggs. Please do visit our 

Facebook page (St Michael’s Playden CE Primary 

School) for snippets of the wonderful creations – 

they are very impressive! 

Thank you too for the kind donations of prizes for 

the egg decorating competition and for the 

generous prizes for the class displays as well. The 

support and commitment that you have given to 

the St. Michael’s school community has been 

hugely appreciated. Thank you from us all! 

Spring Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations will take place via Microsoft 

Teams, week beginning 26th April. Bookings are to 

be made online via Eduspot as per the Autumn 

consultations. The booking system will go ‘live’ on 

Monday 19th April when you will receive an 

The 
Gingerbread 
House 



invitation to book an appointment to meet your 

child’s teacher. Please do look out for this and 

ensure that you book a slot to meet with your 

child’s teacher to discuss their progress and 

attainment. 

You will receive the invitation to the Microsoft 

Teams meeting from your child’s teacher prior to 

the appointment date. 

Happy Easter! 

As this is the final newsletter of the term, we take 

this opportunity to wish our whole school 

community a very happy and enjoyable Easter 

break. We look forward to welcoming the children 

back on Tuesday 20th April for the start of the 

new term. 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House:  Heath 

The Chocolate Factory: Freddie 

Narnia: Gaby 

Neverland: Poppybelle 

 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Arlo 

The Chocolate Factory: Oliver 

Narnia: Isaac 

Neverland: Connie 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Leo 

The Chocolate Factory: Florence 

Narnia: Leo 

Neverland: Harrison 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Harper 

The Chocolate Factory: Grey 

Narnia: Hermione 

Neverland: Logan 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

May the spirit of hope that Easter brings 

Help you find contentment in little things 

And restore your faith in the Lord above 

Who gave His life for the ones he loves. 

Christ is Risen! 
 

Closing Reflection 

Stop being angry and don’t try to take 
revenge. I am the Lord and I command 
you to love others as much as you love 
yourself. 

(Leviticus 19:18) 
 


