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Important Dates 

Mon 5 July Inset Day 

Wed 17 July Sports day 

Fri 16 July PSA Mufti Day 
 

 

 

 

 

We had an awesome day of activities at Cuckmere 

Haven last week with Buzz Active.  It was wet - 

before we even got on the water - but we didn't 

let that dampen our spirits.  It was fantastic to 

welcome back a former member of our St. 

Michael's family with the guest appearance of Mr. 

Taylor and hear how he is getting on.  The children 

all tried their hands at stand-up paddleboarding, 

kayaking and raft building, learning the ever- 

useful figure-of-eight knot in the process.  The day 

was rounded off by a quick outing on the 

megaSUP: a giant stand up paddleboard that you 

can have 10 people on at once.  The instructors 

were really impressed with the behaviour of the 

children, although I'm not sure I've quite  

 

 

recovered from the process of getting changed at 

the end of the day and the ten million different 

ways the sentence, "Miss, I've lost my ..." was 

completed! 

 

This week in English we have been using our real-

life experiences to inspire our writing, with the 

children writing a written piece in a style of their 

choice inspired by their trip on Friday.  Some 

children have chosen to write adventure stories; 

others are writing recounts of our day; and there 

are even some 'online reviews' being drafted too. 

 

In maths we have been learning about 

generalisations (mathematical truths) in geometry 

and applying these to problem solving.  The 

generalisations have included: the angles in a 

triangle sum to 180 degrees; vertically opposite 

angles across two intersecting lines are identical; 

and angles in a quadrilateral sum to 360 

degrees.  The children have been looking at 

algebraic expressions and bar models to represent 

how they can find the value of a missing angle. 

 

Our topic sessions have looked at the Maya 

number system and their place value rows.  The 

children were intrigued to find out that the symbol 

for the place holder zero is based on a turtle and 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
So far this term we have considered random acts of kindness, contemplated the question, ‘Why be kind?’ and reflected on 

the concept of ‘pay it forward’ in terms of kindness. We have considered how it makes us feel when we are kind to others, 

how others feel when they receive kindness, and how one simple act of kindness can create a snowball of kindness and 

impact many people. The pupils are focusing on being ‘consciously kind’ this term. 
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Narnia 

spent some time challenging each other, 

translating values from Maya numerals to the 

arabic numerals that we use today.  In RSHE we 

learned about conception and how a foetus 

develops in the uterus.  We are now beginning to 

look at the changes that will take place as we 

move up a year group, and for the year 6s, start a 

new school. 

 

Finally, rehearsals and prop preparation has been 

taking place in earnest this fortnight, ready for our 

performances which will take place on Wednesday 

14th and Thursday 15th July.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic week! We are loving the 

challenge of our Imagination topic.  

 

Over the last two weeks we have been writing 

creative stories with strange characters and letting 

our imagination run wild. Pupils are working hard 

to be creative and to remember to use correct 

punctuation all of the time. We are reading Mr. 

Stink in class and pupils all take turns to read 

aloud. We discuss reading clearly, with expression 

and taking punctuation into account. This will 

support all pupils to use punctuation correctly in 

their writing.  They are learning to edit their work 

and improve sentence starters, punctuation and 

description. 

 

In maths the Year 4 pupils have been learning to 

use the bracket division method and to continue 

to apply their problem-solving skills in a variety of 

contexts. The whole class are practising checking 

their results by using approximation and the 

inverse. We have also been revising mathematical 

vocabulary for lines and angles (horizontal, 

vertical, perpendicular, parallel, acute, obtuse and 

right angles.) 

 

Through our big question we have looked at:  

What if we never imagined we could go under the 

sea?  Pupils then designed their own submarines. 

What if we never imagined we could build 

bridges? We learned about the strength in bridges 

and designed and build our own versions. Pupils 

learned new ways of joining materials and how to 

use triangles for strength.  

Next up: What if we never imagined we could heal 

the sick? Be ready to learn lots of very useful first 

aid skills 🙂  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m really pleased to say that Chocolate Factory 

have really been pushing themselves this week, 

going the extra mile to be the very best they can 

be. 

 

In English we have been looking at stories with 

owls as the main characters.  The Oompa Loompas 

are all becoming increasingly confident with their 

reading and are demonstrating this through their 

whole class reading contributions.  This confidence 

is growing through the many opportunities to read 

in school, but also through the support they are 

receiving at home and the regular reading practice 

they are getting – thank you for this.  This is now 

reaping rewards with writing, as the Oompa 

Loompas are using a wider range of vocabulary 

and sentence structures independently. 

 

Their increased confidence is showing elsewhere 

in the curriculum; in maths we are working with 

our number fluency, becoming much more rapid 

with our mental calculations and more confident 
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using resources and diagrams to help us with 

trickier calculations. 

 

In RE we have been discussing the gospels, looking 

at the disciples and their role in the stories of 

Jesus.  We have discussed the kinds of people that 

Jesus chose to be his “fishers of men" and 

why, thinking about the character traits and 

strengths that these men had.  We have also 

talked about the miracles that Jesus performed 

and why God gave him the ability to help people in 

this way. 

 

The Oompa Loompas have also been preparing for 

sports day, working on their running reactions and 

pace as well as different throwing styles for field 

sports.  They are showing increased response 

times and confidence with throwing and catching 

balls rapidly. 

 

Finally, we are all looking forward to our “trip in 

school" next week, getting to grips with a range of 

exciting outdoor activities and coming face to face 

with a real owl! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are really enjoying our big question, 'What if 

we lived in a castle?' Last week, we looked at the 

layout of a castle and labelled diagrams with the 

correct names. We also discussed what each part 

was used for. This week, we did some information-

writing on castle, e.g. why they were often built on 

a hill. The children have loved thinking of all the 

ways the castles could keep enemies out.  

 

In maths we have looked at odd and even 

numbers. We used our familiar equipment such as 

tens frames. We also used Numicon, which easily 

shows an odd one. We have used our existing 

learning, such as knowing the numbers which can 

be counted in twos, to help us identify which 

numbers are odd or even. This week we have 

explored sharing which also builds on what we 

already know. The children have shown such 

progress and confidence in their work.  

 

In phonics, we have continued to revise the 

digraphs and trigraphs to consolidate our 

knowledge. We are trying hard to use them in our 

writing. We will now spend some time beginning 

to look at alternative spellings of known sounds in 

preparation for year one.  

 

In RSHE we have been looking at the changes we 

have made. We can see how we have grown from 

being a baby to a toddler and now to a child. We 

thought carefully about what we should call 

teenagers and older people. This week, we have 

thought about our progression to year one.  We 

have written some things that we want our new 

teacher to know, and we have made wishes for 

what we would like to achieve in year one.  

 

Transition Day: New classes! 

The children enjoyed a day experiencing life in 

their new year groups on Friday 2nd July.  As has 

become the custom, our class names change in 

September to reflect the new cohorts within 

them. In our continued effort to raise the profile 

of Reading in the curriculum, we have chosen 

author names for our classes for next year – the 

children have now been introduced to their class 

names and look forward to being part of: 

 Reception: Eric Carle class 

 Years 1 & 2: Simon Bartram class 

 Years 3 & 4: Malorie Blackman class 

 Years 5 & 6: Katherine Rundell class 
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These authors, and the books they have written, 

have been carefully considered and matched to 

the age groups of the children. Next year they will 

be immersed in and working on texts from each of 

the authors as they discover the magic that lies 

within them! 

STAFF Inset: Monday 5th July 

A reminder that there is no school for children on 

Monday 5th July as it is a staff inset day. The next 

school day is Tuesday 6th July. 

Sports Day: Wednesday 7th July 

Further to Mrs. Marshall’s email on Wednesday 

30th June, we remind parents that our internal 

school Sports Day will now be held on Wednesday 

7th July. Please ensure that your child arrives to 

school in their PE kit on that day. 

Transition support meetings: ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ 

A reminder of our upcoming Transition support 

meetings for parents/carers – please ensure that 

you diarise the date relevant to your child.  

All meetings will be held in the school 

hall from 9:00 am to 9:30 am. Parents are asked 

to enter the hall via the small green gate 

near the bus stop (Neverland entrance) and 

to wear a face covering at all times.  

 

If your child is in the following year groups next 

year (from September, 2021) you are invited to 

attend as follows: 

 

Year 3 & Year 4 

Tuesday 6th July 

Mrs. Churchill (Mrs. Pepler also in attendance) 

 

Year 5 & Year 6 

Thursday 8th July 

Miss James (Mrs. Pepler also in attendance) 

Year 1 & Year 2 

Friday 9th July 

Miss O'Rourke (Miss Harwood and Mrs. Marshall 

also in attendance) 

 

We hope that you find these meetings supportive 

and informative. 

NSPCC: Speak Out. Stay Safe. 

Next week we will be participating in the NSPCC’s 

Speak Out. Stay Safe. Online safeguarding 

programme with the children. This consists of an 

online assembly and supporting classroom based 

activities. It aims to help children understand 

abuse in all its forms and to recognise the signs of 

abuse in a child friendly, interactive way. Children 

are taught to speak out if they are worried, either 

to a trusted adult or Childline. 

Attached to this newsletter is a letter from Mrs. 

Marshall giving more details. 

PSA Mufti: Friday 16th July 

The PSA have planned a 

mufti day on Friday 16th July 

on the theme of ‘Olympics’ 

in a nod to the games which 

are opening on 23rd July in 

Japan. The children are 

invited to come to school 

dressed in sporting attire for 

a donation of £1.00 which will go to PSA funds to 

support the children at St. Michael’s. We look 

forward to welcoming sporting champions to 

school on the 16th! 

 



Nit combs available 

Jempsons Pharmacy has very kindly donated some 

nit combs to the school. There is a limited supply 

available free of charge. Should any family like to 

have one, please contact the school office. 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Rafferty 

The Chocolate Factory: Thomas 

Narnia: Gaby 

Neverland: Talena 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Milo 

The Chocolate Factory: Mya 

Narnia: Natty 

Neverland: Ranulph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
forgave you. 

(Ephesians 4:32) 
 


