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Important Dates 

Fri 25 June Year 5/6  Class trip to Cuckmere 
Haven- Buzz Active 

Mon 5 July 
 

IMPORTANT: Change of INSET 
day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we have launched our new Big Question 

- What if America had never been discovered?  We 

considered what we already know about this 

question and the possible implications.   The lack 

of chocolate was one of the most shocking general 

knowledge facts!  We have been learning about 

some of the indigenous populations in 

Mesoamerica and South America, including the 

Maya.  We have discovered where the Maya were 

based and are beginning to consider the impact of 

the Spanish conquests in the 1500s.   

 

 

 

 

 

In English we have started our new class book - 

Holes by Louis Sachar - which is set in the southern 

United States.  We have been finding out about 

Stanley Yelnats, who ends up at a correctional 

centre, Camp Green Lake, where the boys are 

tasked with digging holes in the desert each 

day.  So far we have written diary entries detailing 

Stanley's experiences after his first day of digging. 

 

Following the auditions in Week 1, rehearsals have 

begun on our school play, 'What's the Crime Mr. 

Wolf?'  We are beginning to get a feel for how to 

stage the play and the children have been 

practising their lines tirelessly.   

 

Over the past fortnight we have begun delivering 

our RSHE lessons for our 'Changing Me' 

programme of study.  Firstly, we looked at body 

and self-image and compared different images 

from the media, in particular 'before' and 'after' 

shots of photoshopped images of celebrities.  This 

week we have explored puberty in boys and in 

girls, thinking about the changes that the children 

experience as they enter puberty.  Feedback from 

the children on these sessions has been largely 

positive, with many feeling empowered by our 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
This term we revisit all four of our school’s Christian values which are important to the fabric of St. Michael’s and underlie 

our interactions with others and the decisions we make. All four of these can be summed up in the universal value of 

KINDNESS. We will be looking at how kindness strengthens relationships, cultivates trust and enhances mental and 

emotional wellbeing. 

 

Neverland 



Narnia 

discussions on the changes that some may already 

be experiencing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are loving our new topic: What if we had no 

imagination? Did you know that if we had no 

imagination, we would have no empathy, no hope, 

no exploration, no inventions? It is amazing to 

think about.  

What if we never imagined we could cross the 

sea? We learned a bit about floating and sinking, 

and carried out some experiments. We then 

learned more about the history of boats and the 

Titanic. 

What if we never imagined we could fly? In this 

section we made paper aeroplanes, helicopters 

and we are now learning about the Wright 

Brothers and Amelia Earhart.  

 

We are using our English skills in our topic work, 

reading and researching, making notes and writing 

our own information pieces including newspaper 

reports. We are also all taking turns reading out 

loud from our book, Mr Stink, to improve fluency 

and taking account of punctuation. Please keep 

reading aloud at home to build on these skills.  

In maths we are practising a variety of skills, 

learning about perimeter, using our number 

knowledge in word problems and reasoning 

questions, including shapes. Year 4 will soon be 

taking their multiplication check, so please keep 

practising.  

In Science we have been learning more about 

plants and pollination and Mrs Churchill will soon 

be teaching coding skills in ICT.  

RSHE this week started well, with some very 

mature conversations about growing and changing 

with pupils learning to use the correct anatomical 

language for their body parts.  

And of course, we love our woodland trips! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we are finally coming towards the end 

of our ‘Bat Reports’. We have just completed our 

latest paragraphs on ‘Bat Babies’. We have been 

working really hard to make sure that our 

sentences make sense. Year 1 have again had the 

help of a template to help them form accurate 

sentences, but most have chosen not to actually 

use these; instead nearly all children have tried to 

challenge themselves by writing more 

independent sentences. We are now starting the 

process of making our ‘Bat books’ so that all of our 

lovely writing can be shown off in the classroom. 

In maths we have just started to look into the 

world of fractions. We know that fraction means 

part/pieces of a whole. We are looking very 

carefully at what the top number (numerator) 

means and what the bottom number 

(denominator) means. We still have quite a bit of 

work to do on this, but the children have really 

enjoyed being outside and finding different 

fractions of shapes, quantities and numbers. Year 

1 pupils have had a main focus of finding halves, 

particularly in shape. Again, most are really 

pushing themselves and moving onto finding 

quarters. Year 2’s have been exploring a variety of 
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different fractions and have even been exploring 

equivalent fractions. 

As we explore our big question, ‘What happens 

when there is no light?’, we have been sorting and 

comparing lots of different nocturnal animals. We 

had great fun trying to explain some of the 

similarities and differences. We have also started 

to look at designing our own habitat for our 

chosen nocturnal animal, making sure that we 

incorporate everything that our animals would 

need to survive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have made an amazing start to the new term. 

Our new big question is, 'What if we lived in a 

castle?' We started by reading the book, 'Small 

Knight and George'. We really enjoyed this as it 

tells the story of a tiny knight who befriends a 

dragon. We did some writing on our favourite part 

of the story. This week, we are reading 'The Knight 

Who Wouldn't Fight'. We are further exploring the 

possibility that not all knights are fighters. This 

knight really enjoys reading books and tames a 

huge dragon by reading him a story. 

 

In phonics, we have been looking at the last 

digraphs and trigraphs from Phase Three of Letters 

and Sounds. We have also begun to revise Phase 

Three so that we are secure in these sounds and 

can use them in our writing. 

 

In maths, last week we looked at doubling 

numbers. We used our familiar tens frames to 

show how the numbers have to be exactly the 

same. We also used cubes and beads. We 

recorded our work by matching spots on 

butterflies and painting ladybirds with dots to 

show the double. This week, we have been doing 

the exact opposite and we have been halving 

numbers. Again, we used our tens trays and beads 

to help us 

 

In RSHE we named the parts of our body and 

thought about what each part is used for. This 

week, we will be looking at a healthy diet and how 

this helps us look after our bodies.  

Face Coverings 

A reminder to all parents and visitors of the 

requirement to wear a face covering whilst on 

school premises. There has been some slippage 

recently with some parents forgetting and others 

only applying their face covering at or near the 

front door or gate of the school.  

Face coverings should be worn as soon as you 

enter through the outer wooden gate and are on 

school property. We hope to see a consistent 

adherence to this very important measure to 

reduce the risk to others. If you are exempt from 

wearing such a covering, we require proof of 

exemption and request that a strict social distance 

is kept from others should this be the case. 

COVID testing: symptomatic & 

asymptomatic 

We remind parents that Lateral Flow (LFD) tests 

are for households to test twice weekly where 

there are NO symptoms – they are designed to 

identify asymptomatic cases in the community and 

in so doing prevent the unnecessary spread of 

coronavirus by people who may not be showing 

symptoms. These tests must NOT be used if 

anyone is showing symptoms. 

If you or your child is showing any one of the 

symptoms of COVID-19: 

 A high temperature 
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 A new continuous cough 

 A loss or change to the sense of smell or 

taste 

Please ensure that a PCR test is used. LFD test 

results will not be accepted. 

Punctuality 

We are becoming increasingly concerned with the 

number of children who arrive to school after the 

gates are closed at 9:00 am. The school gates are 

open for a full 15 minutes each morning (from 

8:45 am to 9:00 am) and it expected that pupils 

arrive to school within this window. 

When pupils arrive late, they miss out on essential 

instructions given at the beginning of the lesson. 

This can significantly reduce achievement, 

regardless of academic ability. Pupils may also feel 

awkward arriving to the classroom when everyone 

else is settled. Furthermore, when one pupil 

arrives late, it disrupts the entire class and the 

teacher – everyone’s education is compromised. 

We look forward to an improving picture over the 

rest of this term. 

Daily Reading 

As you are aware, the expectation at school is that 

all pupils should read daily at home as part of 

their extended learning. In all year groups pupils 

are incentivised for doing so.  

This record of reading is checked at school on a 

daily basis and acknowledged accordingly. In some 

cases, e.g., in Chocolate Factory class (KS1), the 

children are further incentivised at the end of the 

week if they have accumulated a week’s worth of 

daily reading. 

We are in continual conversation with the children 

on the importance of reading every day. They are 

very aware of this and should be reminding 

parents of the need to read at home. Parents 

should be supporting their children by listening to 

them read and recording this in their books on the 

days that it occurs so that it can be monitored at 

school. 

We cannot accept parents back-dating or filling in 

the weeks’ acknowledgement at the end of the 

week as evidence in order that their child receives 

whatever reward is on offer. This does not support 

your child, is unfair on others that read religiously 

every day and undermines the purpose of the 

incentive. 

Please try to ensure that you communicate via the 

Reading Record that your child has read on a daily 

basis.  

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House:  Freddie 

The Chocolate Factory: George 

Narnia: Ethan 

Neverland: Zana 

 

Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Ferdy 

The Chocolate Factory: Grey 

Narnia: Kenny 

Neverland: Lewis 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Arlo 

The Chocolate Factory: Freddie 

Narnia: Stanley 

Neverland: Poppybelle 

 

 



Last week: 

The Gingerbread House: Ida 

The Chocolate Factory: Matylda 

Narnia: Henry 

Neverland: Leon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Depend on the Lord for strength. 
Always go to him for help. 

(Chronicles 16:11) 
 


