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Important Dates 

Mon 3 May Bank Holiday  
 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been so nice to speak to so many of you 

over Teams for our Parent Consultations this week 

and I hope you found the meetings beneficial.  As 

ever, if you do need to speak to me about your 

child, I am available on the gate at the end of the 

day or pop me an email and I will do what I can. 

 

In English so far this term, we have been looking at 

books which tell the story of children who lived in 

Germany and mainland Europe during the Second 

World War.  In particular, we have read some 

chapters from 'The Silver Sword' and 'When Hitler 

Stole Pink Rabbit' during our whole class reading 

sessions.  Our writing sessions have been based on 

the picture book, Rose Blanche.  We have used 

this to write expanded noun phrases for 

description and to write the narrative for the 

action in an image, including dialogue. 

 

In Maths, we have been calculating the perimeter 

and area of rectangles and compound shapes, as 

well as the volume of cuboids, using our problem-

solving skills to find missing values.  We have also 

completed a mental arithmetic paper, which helps 

to inform the areas for our mental maths sessions 

to focus on.   

 

Our unit this term in RSHE is all about 

relationships: this week we have been considering 

our relationships with ourselves, how kind we are 

to ourselves and our own self-perceptions.   In 

Science we have been learning about the human 

eye, the different parts and what their roles are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What an exciting week!  We have had the a very 

challenging task of rewriting the start of our story - 

The Iron Man- from the Iron Man's point of view. 

This was very tricky. Remembering to use 1st 

person, write in past tense, and reflecting the 

character's own opinion and thoughts took a great 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 
Collective Worship:  
This term we are focusing on our Christian Value of HONESTY as we think about being honest with others – becoming a 

trustworthy person; being honest with ourselves; saying no to lying and cheating; owning up to mistakes; being honest 

with friends and family and agreeing always to tell the truth. 
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deal of planning and editing. The resulting 

chapters are really terrific and reflect how hard 

the pupils worked. Year 4 pupils in particular are 

learning how to use paragraphing.  

 

In maths we have been learning more about 

fractions and how to add and subtract fractions 

with the same denominator and to count up and 

back in fractions. We are now working on our 

mental methods for addition, using the method of 

bridging through 10. Knowing number bond facts 

helps a great deal at this stage. Year 4 pupils are 

using this skill adding 2 digit numbers to 3/4 digit 

numbers.  

 

We have continued with our topic work of 

Australia and been learning about climate and 

weather and the geographical terms: Tropical, Arid 

and Temperate.  We are using our research skills 

to learn about poisonous spiders, create our own 

notes and ask questions. We are then going to use 

technical language and formal structure to write 

information reports on the spiders in Australia.  

 

PE this term is all about invasion games and 

striking and fielding and in Science we are 

continuing to learn more about plants. It certainly 

is very busy! 

 

Year 4 pupils, please remember to keep practising 

all your times tables for your times table online 

check next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a sunshine-filled first week back at 

school and we have made the most of 

opportunities to be outside whenever possible.  It 

has been lovely to see the Oompa Loompas back 

after a rest, refreshed and raring to go. 

 

We have revealed our new topic "What happens 

when there is no light?" and the children have 

enjoyed beginning to learn about nocturnal 

animals with Miss O'Rourke.   

 

In science we have begun our learning for this 

term, which is focused on plants.  To discover 

what the learning in science would be about, the 

children had jigsaw puzzles of close-up images 

from various parts of plants, competition to work 

out what the images were was high and curiosity 

about the different images led to some excellent 

thinking and questioning. 

 

This week we have ventured outside to take a 

close look at some of the plants in our 

environment, we made observational drawings of 

a tree and the leaves from that 

tree.  Observational drawing is a real challenge, 

and the children put their very best effort in to 

look closely at the trees they observed, next week 

we will be looking at flowering plants and 

developing those skills further.  All the while we 

are looking closely at the plants in our 

environment, we are revisiting the vocabulary to 

describe the different parts of plants and discuss 

the function of each of these parts.  By revisiting 

this knowledge through each task we will be able 

to recall these details readily.  Later in the term, 

we will look at setting up some investigations to 

test our understanding of some of these functions. 

 

In English we took inspiration from our time 

outside and wrote shape poems about leaves. The 

Oompa Loompas were quite the poets - sharing 

ideas of "tumbling leaves" and "a leaf awakening" 

along with a wide range of excellent descriptive 

words that the whole class used to create some 

really fabulous poems. 
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In maths we have focused on key facts and the 

four operations; building up our rapid recall of 2, 5 

and 10's, and our bonds within 10 (Year 1) and 20 

(Year 2) in particular.  Where we are unsure we 

have been using a range of strategies to help us, 

including number lines, counters and cubes, and 

bar models. 

 

A great start back and we are looking forward to 

building on this positive start and enthusiasm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have made a great start to the new term. It 

was lovely to see the children come back into 

school so enthusiastically and ready for some new 

learning. 

 

Our big question is, 'What if dinosaurs were still 

here?' We started by thinking together about 

what we would like to find out. The children know 

so much already so we spent time sharing the 

information we already had. We read a lovely 

book called, 'Albertine'. This is about a dinosaur 

who wanted to build a house to protect the eggs 

she lays. The houses accidentally get destroyed so 

she sticks to laying eggs in the sand. This week, we 

have been reading, 'Tyrannosaurus Drip'. This is a 

fabulous story about the dinosaur eggs being 

mixed up. Both books have taught us things about 

dinosaurs, which we have used in our writing. 

 

In maths, we looked at subtraction using key 

sentences for each step of the calculation. This 

week, we have begun to look at numbers beyond 

ten. We started by using a tens frame then looked 

at how to make the numbers using Numicon. 

Some of us have been extending our learning by 

using the 'part, part, whole' model to look at the 

teens numbers. We will continue this work next 

week by doing some calculations with two digit 

and single digit numbers. We will also be writing 

some dinosaur facts and making our own little 

information books. 

 

In RSHE we are looking at different types of 

families and what our roles are within our family.  

 

Sports News 

We are very lucky to have Sussex Cricket joining us 

this term. The coaches will be working with 

Neverland sharing their expertise and we are sure 

the children will enjoy the experience very much. 

If your child is interested in joining the local cricket 

club, sessions are being offered with All Stars 

Cricket, 5-8 years old and Dynamos Cricket 8–11-  
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Good Luck Mrs. Kirkham! 

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs. Kirkham this 

week. She has worked as Bursar at St. Michael’s 

since September, 2016 and has done a fantastic 

job managing the school finances. We are very 

grateful for all her hard work and wish her every 

success in her new job. Goodbye Mrs. Kirkham – 

we will miss you! 

 

Reading with your child 

We look forward to reviewing the impact of our 

new reading initiative at St. Michael’s. As 

mentioned in Mrs. Marshall’s letter (22nd April), 

children will now be given two reading books to 

practise their reading based on their phonic 

knowledge, alongside a further ‘reading for 

pleasure’ book. These books will be issued and 

changed every Friday and throughout the week 

children are encouraged to read and RE-READ 

their books – please continue to acknowledge this 

in their reading record.  

Parents should use the opportunity with the 

reading for pleasure book, to read aloud to their 

children (or with any book you may have at 

home). We cannot reiterate the importance of this 

– it stimulates their imagination, expands their 

understanding of the world, helps to develop 

language and listening skills and exposes them to 

the rhythm and melody of language. Even after 

children learn to read by themselves it is still 

important for you to read aloud together. 

 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS- 

Chocolate Factory class!  

On the launch of our new 

Reading initiative we are SO 

PLEASED to congratulate the 

pupils in Chocolate Factory 

class (and parents of course!) – EVERY child has 

read at home this week and we couldn’t be more 

pleased. Thank you so much for a fantastic effort!  

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House:  Kade 

The Chocolate Factory: Talia 

Narnia: Lia 

Neverland: Leon 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

The Gingerbread House: Ferdy 

The Chocolate Factory: George 

Narnia: Bonnie 

Neverland: William 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Do to others as you would have them 
do to you. 

(Luke 6:31) 
 


