
SCIENCE 
 
In our science lessons this term we will be learning 
about evolution and inheritance, considering how 
living things have changed over time and how fossils 
provide information about living things that inhabited 
the Earth millions of years ago.  We will consider how 
living things produce offspring of the same kind, 
although not identical.  We will also consider how 
animals and plants have adapted specifically to suit 
their environment in different ways, resulting in 
evolution. 

 

ENGLISH                                      
 
We will start the year with a focus on ‘The Wolf Wilder’ by 
our class author, Katherine Rundell.  We will be sharing our 
impressions of the characters and setting, as well as writing 
non-chronological reports about wolves.  This book will then 
become our class reader for the rest of the term. 
 
Following this, we will read our class text for this term, 
‘Orphans of the Tide’ by Struan Murray, set in the last city in 
the world.  We will use this text to develop our narrative and 
character description, as well as diary entries and an 
opportunity to explore myths and legends.  

 

 MATHEMATICS 
 
We will start this term with a focus on place value.  
We will be comparing and ordering larger numbers up 
to 10 million, rounding them and looking at how 
negative numbers work. 
 
We will then move on to looking at the four 
operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division).  We will also be developing our 
understanding of the relationships between the 
operations, considering factors, multiples, squared 
numbers, cubed numbers and the order of operations 
(BIDMAS). 

HUMANITIES 
 
We will be focussing on geography this term looking at 
physical and human processes that cause erosion.  We 
will consider the impact of erosion, looking at the 
distinctive characteristics of locations as a result of the 
process.  We will consider how locations, such as 
coastlines, have changed over a period of time.  We 
will also consider what our world would look like 
without erosion. 

St. Michael’s CE Primary School 
Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Term 1 2020-2021 
Katherine Rundell class, Years 5 and 6 

Class teacher: Miss James 

 
What if there was no erosion? 

 CREATIVE ARTS 
 

In art we will be using lines and shapes as guides to 
support with proportion and perspective in our sketch 
work.  We will be sketching pictures of wolves, 
developing our accuracy and shading skills through 
observation. 

PE AND GAMES 
 
PE will be taught on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Please could you ensure that PE kits are in school 
daily.  Our focus will be games this term. 

RE, RHSE AND CITIZENSHIP 

In RE, we will be exploring the question, ‘What artefacts best 
represent the Islamic faith?’  We are hoping to welcome the 
Imam from Hastings Mosque in to visit the children. 

In RHSE, we begin the year looking at our goals and hopes for 
the year ahead.  We will look at what it means to be a global 
citizen and the impact of our choices on others.  We will 
investigate our rights and responsibilities, including in a 
democracy. 

COMPUTING 
 
In computing, once the new chrome books have been 
delivered, we will be learning how to log on to our 
Google Workspace using our new logins and how to 
access the tasks set.  This is a learning opportunity for 
both the children and Miss James and Mrs. Meyer as 
we explore the potential of this new equipment 
together. 



Key Topic Vocabulary Key Maths Vocabulary 

erosion – noun – the geological process in 
which earthen materials are worn away 
and transported by natural forces such as 
wind or water. 
 
to erode – verb – action of above. 
 
coast – the line or area where the land 
meets the sea or ocean. 
 
cliff – an area of rock which has an angle 
which is vertical or nearly vertical, often 
found on the coastline. 
 
crack – an imperfection in the rock face, 
allowing water to penetrate below the 
surface. 
 
cave – a naturally formed empty space in 
the rock face caused by the weathering of 
rock. 
 
arch – a rock formation formed with an 
opening underneath. 
 
stack – formed when an arch collapses. 
 
headland – a coastal landform 
characterised by a high and sheer drop 
that extends into a body water. 
 
bay – a broard inlet of the sea where the 
land curves inwards. 
 
river – a large, natural stream of water 
flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake or 
another river 
 
 

tributary – a river or stream flowing into a 
larger river. 
 
riverbank – the sides of the river. 
 
gorge – a narrow valley between hills or 
mountains, typically with steep rocky 
walls and a stream running through it. 
 
current – the flow of water in a definite 
direction. 
 
meander – an S-shaped bend in a river. 
 
source – the start, or beginning of a river. 
 
mouth – where a river flows into another 
body of water – this can be the sea or a 
lake. 
 
estuary – a wide river mouth. 
 
waterfall – where a river flows over a cliff 
or very steep drop in the river’s bed. 
 
floodplain – the flat land of the river 
valley close to the river banks. 
 
 
 
 

place value – the value each digit represents, dependent on the digit’s position or place in a 
number.  For example: in 1482 the digits represent 1 thousand, 4 hundreds, 8 tens and 2 
ones respectively; in 12.34 the digits represent 1 ten, 2 ones, 3 tenths and 4 hundredths 
respectively. 
 
digit - one of the symbols of the number system (including 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9).  
The number 29 is a 2-digit number; there are three digits in 2.95. The position or place of a 
digit in a number conveys its value. 
 
place holder – where the zero digit is used as a place holder to show the absence of a value 
in a column.  e.g 704 represents seven hundreds and 4 ones. 
 
partition - to split a number into component parts.  The two-digit number 38 can be 
partitioned into 30 + 8 or 19 + 19. 
 
round - in the context of a number, express it to a required degree of accuracy.  543 
rounded to the nearest 10 is 540. 
 
negative number – a number less than zero. Example: − 0.25. Where a point on a line is 
labelled 0 negative numbers are all those to the left of the zero on a horizontal numberline. 
 
power of 10 – e.g.  10, 100, 1000, 10,000, 100,000, 1,000,000. 
 
operation – a rule for combining two numbers in the set to produce a third also in the set. 
Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division are all operations. 
 
rule – a statement that describes the way that things will happen in a particular situation. 
 
inverse operation - operations that, when they are combined, leave the entity on which 
they operate unchanged. For examples: addition and subtraction are inverse operations 
e.g. 5 + 6 – 6 = 5; multiplication and division are inverse operations e.g. 6 × 10 ÷ 10 = 6. 
 
factor – a number that multiplies with another to create a product. 
 
multiple – in that number pattern, e.g. a multiple of 5 will always end in a 0 or a 5 and is 
divisible by 5. 
 
integer – a whole number 
 

FOR GRAMMAR TERMS – REFER TO HANDOUT FROM THE WELCOME PACK IN 
JULY.  PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE AN ADDITIONAL COPY. 



 

 


