
SCIENCE 
 
In Science we will be learning about forces.  We will be 
explaining the force of gravity and looking at the 
effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction 
on moving objects.  We will also look at how levers, 
pulleys, gears and hydraulics allow a smaller force to 
have a greater effect. 

 

ENGLISH                                      
 
Our class text this term is ‘Far From Home’ by Berlie Doherty.  
This text is the sequel to the highly acclaimed book, ‘Street 
Child’ and continues the story of Jim’s sisters, Lizzie and Emily 
after they are left at the Big House by their sick mother.  We 
follow the story of the girls as they arrive at Bleakdale Mill to 
work as apprentices on the cotton production line.  We will 
be using the text to discover more about life during the 
Industrial revolution, and in particular, the role of children.  
 
Our class reader this term is ‘Kick’ by Mitch Johnson, where 
we meet Budi, a football mad boy from Jakarta with big 
dreams. 

 MATHEMATICS 
 
We will start the term continuing our work on 
multiplication, followed by a focus on division.  We ill 
then apply our calculation skills to the order of 
operations (BIDMAS).  We will then turn our attention 
to fractions where we will simplify fractions.  We will 
use this knowledge to find equivalent fractions and to 
order fractions on a number line.  We will look at 
converting fractions to common denominators so that 
we can add and subtract them; we will multiply 
fractions by integers and multiply fractions by 
fractions.  We will divide fractions by integers and we 
will look at how to find fractions of an amount.  

HUMANITIES 
 
Our topic focus this term is History.  We will be 
looking in particular at the role water played in the 
Industrial Revolution.  We will find out how 
industrialists, such as Sir Richard Arkwright, used 
water to power their cotton mills and we will consider 
the working conditions that children endured in many 
of these establishments.  We will find out about the 
roles canals played in the transportation of goods.  We 
will also look at the era of steam and how this was 
manipulated to run engines and machinery. 
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What if we couldn’t harness the power of water? 

 

 CREATIVE ARTS 
 

In art we will be taking inspiration from the famous 
textile and wallpaper designer William Morris, and his 
daughter, May Morris.  The children will experiment 
with lino printing, refining their ideas and layering up 
their prints to incorporate more than one colour. 

PE AND GAMES 
 
PE will be taught on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please 
ensure that PE kits are in school daily.  With Mrs. Ruu 
this term, the children will be taking part in team 
gymnastics.  With Miss James, the children will 
continue with a games focus. 

RE, RHSE AND CITIZENSHIP 

Our question for RE this term is ‘Was Jesus the Messiah?’  In 
the run-up to Christmas, we will also learn about the Nativity 
story as we have the privilege to design the front covers for 
our celebratory programmes. 

In RHSE, our learning this term focuses on differences, 
considering how being different could affect someone’s life.  
We will think about how it can feel to be excluded or treated 
badly by being different in some way and will be learning 
about protected characteristics. 

COMPUTING 
 
The children will be completing research related to 
our topic and learning how to create non-linear 
PowerPoint presentations. 



Key Topic Vocabulary Key Maths Vocabulary 

water wheel – a water-driven wheel, 
connected to machinery to convert water 
power to process a raw product, such as 
wheat or cotton. 
 
cotton mill – a factory where raw cotton 
in spun into thread.  Later, where thread 
is then processed on a loom into material. 
 
Sir Richard Arkwright – inventor of the 
waterframe and founder of Cromford 
Mills –– creating the system of factory 
production that has spread through the 
world. 
 
Cromford Mill - the world’s first 
successful water-powered cotton spinning 
mill in 1771, now a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. 
 
1833 Factory Act  - passed to improve the 
conditions for children working in 
factories stating: 
- No child workers under 9 years of age 
- Limits to the number of hours 9-13 

year olds could work 
- No children to work at night 
- Enforcing 2 hours of schooling per day 

for children. 
 

aqueduct – a structure used to conduct 
water across a valley. 
 
lock – built to enable canals to traverse 
hills by altering the level of water. 
 
canal – a man-made navigable waterway 
used to transport large amounts of heavy 
goods. 

towpath – a path along the side of a canal 
or river, which horse used to walk on 
when they pulled boats (before the boats 
had engines). 
 
George Stephenson – Engineer and 
principle inventor of the steam 
locomotive, renowned as the ‘Father of 
the Railways’. 
 
buoyancy – things that float are buoyant.  
Where the upward thrust of a liquid is 
greater than the weight of an object, the 
object will float. 
 
 

dividend – the number being divided in 
groups, typically the first number in a 
division equation. 
 

divisor – the number the dividend is being 
divided into, typically the second number in 
a division equation. 
 

quotient – the number of whole groups that 
can be made from dividing the dividend by 
the divisor and the answer to division 
equation. 
 

remainder – any leftover amount that cannot be 
included in a whole group of the divisor. 
 

division brackets – what we used to call the ‘bus stop’. 
 

 
fraction – indicating a part or parts of a whole or quantity. 
 

numerator – the top number in a fraction, indicating the number of pieces of 
interest. 
 

denominator – the bottom number in a fraction, indicating the number of pieces 
the whole has been divided in to. 
 

whole – the whole can represent a shape/item or a quantity. 
 

simplify – to represent the fraction with the smallest possible number of pieces 
e.g. 4/8 simplifies to 1/2.  
 

equivalent fractions – fractions that have the same value, but are represented 
differently, e.g. 1/2 is the same as 2/4, 3/6, 4/8, 5/10, 6/12 etc.  We convert to 
equivalent fractions to make adding and subtracting fractions possible.  
 

mixed number fraction – a fraction that includes a whole, as well as parts, e.g. 1 ½. 
 

FOR GRAMMAR TERMS – REFER TO HANDOUT FROM THE WELCOME PACK IN 
SEPTEMBER.  PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE AN ADDITIONAL COPY. 

Does McDonalds 
Serve Cheese 
Burgers? 
 

D – divide 
M – multiply 
S – subtract 
C – check 
B – bring down 
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