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Important Dates 

Wed 9th Feb Governor Open Day 

 

 

We've had a busy fortnight in Katherine Rundell 

class.  We have now finished our work on Far 

From Home, which we started reading last term, 

with fantastic illustrations and descriptions of the 

fire that destroyed Bleakdale Mill.  We have 

started looking this week at our new class text, 

Floodland.  The children have been making 

predictions about the text and identifying 

similarities between Floodland and Orphans of the 

Tide (which we read in Term 1).  We have also 

been identifying relative pronouns and relative 

clauses in our grammar sessions and looking at 

how to answer SATs style questions on reading 

papers. 

 

In maths, we were looking at how when we 

subtracted mixed number fractions, we needed to 

convert the mixed numbers to improper fractions 

first to make the task easier.  Adding and 

subtracting fractions is a really tricky concept with 

lots of areas for extension for the year 6s as we 

need to consider finding equivalent fractions with 

a common denominator using the lowest common 

multiplier.  We have definitely been reminded of 

the importance of our times tables and why we 

need to keep practising these to be able to quickly 

recall them and reduce the cognitive load as we 

complete the other necessary steps involved.  We 

have also been multiplying fractions by integers, 

with the Year 6s being extended to multiplying 

fractions by fractions and dividing fractions by 

integers. 

 

In other news, in RSHE we have been discussing 

goals and dreams.  We have talked about 

identifying an achievable goal this year at school 

and what the steps would be that we need to take 

in order to achieve it.  Our recorders have arrived 

and we had our first lesson on them, focusing on 

the introduction of musical notation for rhythm 

(crotchet, quavers and minims) and the note 

'b'.  In our topic work we learned about the 

invention of steam powered engines, which meant 

factories could be moved away from rural 'upper 

river course' locations to cities, reducing 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship:  
Over the past fortnight we have continued to focus on the theological principle that encapsulates our school vision: ‘Do to 

others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). We have focused on our Christian Value of Respect as we looked at 

the parable of the Good Samaritan and also looked at how both children and adults viewed the concept of Respect, and 

how they put this into practice. 
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production results as a cost.  We also looked at 

the spread of the railways and considered how 

this cheaper and more efficient method of 

transport resulted in the decline of the canal 

system. 

 

 

Malorie Blackman Class have had another busy 

fortnight.  We have completed our Big Question 

from last term, the final piece of the project was 

to create our model of an Anglo-Saxon 

village.  The children showed great resilience in 

model-making and created excellent 

representations of the buildings that you would 

see.  The final stage of the project was for the 

children to utilise their skills with electrical circuits 

to create a museum style display with labelled 

switches that light the different elements of the 

village.  It was a great a success and the children 

are rightly proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new Big Question, ‘Why is the English 

language so complicated?’ has begun.  In English 

we are going to be looking at some of our most 

inventive authors, and we have begun with Roald 

Dahl and The BFG. Children have already shown 

their excellent use of vocabulary with descriptive 

writing. 

  

In Maths we continue with multiplication and 

division.  Focusing on how this works before we 

move to written methods.  We are really making 

sure we understand the concepts of equal groups 

and how all four operations are interlinked. 

  

I cannot stress enough how important knowing 

your times tables is for understanding and 

undertaking multiplication and division problems 

in class.  The more rapid the recall of these facts, 

the more brain space there is for thinking about 

the problem to hand.  Please encourage your 

children to go on to EdShed or timestables.me.uk 

daily if possible, if not, just as frequently as is 

possible.  Ten minutes a day for the next few 

weeks will save them an immense amount of 

head-scratching, right through to GCSE and 

beyond! 

 

 

In English, Simon Bartram Class has just started 

looking at the life cycle of an Emperor penguin. 

We have researched each part and looked really 

carefully into the facts so that we remember 

them. We are now starting to write up the facts 

we have learned. We have been looking carefully 

at our sentence starters and how we can make our 

sentences sound really exciting. Year 1s have had 

a more scaffolded approach to help them build 

their sentences. Year 2s have had to make sure 
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they check their spellings accurately by using the 

word banks available independently. 

In maths, we have just started to look at division. 

We have been practising sharing equally into 

groups and some of us have even started to use 

our knowledge of timetables to help us check our 

answers. Year 1s, have been doing a lot of 

practical work to make sure that they are 

confident with sharing between groups of two. 

Year 2s have been experimenting with their 

number of groups so that they can see if they ever 

have any left over. 

In our topic lessons, the children have finally 

finished their art work on the Northern lights. 

They used the ‘pull string’ technique to create a 

very effective blend of colours that represent the 

different shades of the lights. In RSHE we have 

been looking carefully at our goals and what we 

would like to achieve this year. 

 

 We have been continuing our work on our big 

question is, 'What if wheels had never been 

invented?'. We have loved the stories about Mrs 

Armitage and her funny bike and car. This week 

we have been learning some information about 

wheels, and found out lots of interesting facts. We 

have been rolling different wheels in paint to 

make some lovely patterns and show the different 

textures that wheels have. Next week, we will 

be moving our focus to flying and learning about 

Amelia Earhart. She is such an interesting 

character and the children will love the fact that 

her plane was bright yellow.  

In phonics we have been consolidating our 

knowledge of letter sounds: a, i, m, s, t, n, p, o, b, 

c, g and h. The children have been making such 

good progress in our phonics and the children love 

rising to the challenge of writing sentences by 

themselves. We have also started to learn our high 

frequency words. Each child has a keyring in their 

bookbag so they can practise reading these most 

commonly used words at home. Next week, we 

will be working on the additional sounds of: d, f, v 

and e.  

 

In maths, we have been making sure that we know 

how to make five and moving on to look at the 

number six. As usual we will use lots of practical 

equipment to look at how the number is made. 

We will move on to number seven next week, 

after wish we will begin looking at measuring.  

 

In RSHE, we have been thinking about setting 

goals and how we can support and encourage 

each other.  

Face Coverings 

In line with our current risk assessment and with 

consideration of the wider lifting of restrictions by 

the government, the wearing of face coverings by 

adults on the school playground at drop off and 

pick up will now be optional and at your own 

discretion. We will still require face coverings to 

be worn indoors by any visitors to the school. 

Governor Open Day 

 

 

 

We are very pleased to announce that all 

members of our board of governors will be joining 

us to experience life at St. Michael’s for a full day 

on Wednesday 9th February. They will be on hand 

to see the school in action and are keen to say 

hello to parents at drop-off and pick-up times. 

Governors will be identifiable by their blue 

‘governor’ lanyards – do take the time to welcome 

them! 
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Closing Reflection 

In everything set them an example by 

doing what is good. In your teaching 

show integrity. 

 (Titus 2:7) 

 

Cake Sale: Thank you! 

We were overwhelmed by the extent of your 

generosity and kindness with donations to our 

cake sale to raise funds for the children’s Time to 

Dance costumes. Mrs. Ruu and all the children 

involved would like to say a very enormous thank 

you to all parents who donated such delicious and 

beautiful bakes, and to those that purchased 

them. A total of £179.74 was raised which will 

enable us to purchase all the costumes! THANK  

YOU ALL! 

Attendance 

We remind all families of the importance of 

excellent attendance which is even more poignant 

at this time when children have lost so much 

learning as a consequence of the pandemic. 

Research shows that absence from school has a 

statistically significant negative link to 

attainment; every extra day missed is associated 

with a lower attainment outcome. 

There are just 190 school days which means there 

are already 175 days set aside for weekends, 

holidays, family visits and rewarding days out.  

Please ensure that your child has no less than 

‘good’ attendance at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Eric Carle Class: Hattie  

Simon Bartram Class: Millie 

Malorie Blackman Class: Esmé 

Katherine Rundell Class: Lia-Louise 

Last week: 

Eric Carle Class: Frankie B 

Simon Bartram Class: Tristan 

Malorie Blackman Class: Aria 

Katherine Rundell Class: Henry 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

Eric Carle Class: Ava 

Simon Bartram Class: Kade 

Malorie Blackman Class: Betsy 

Katherine Rundell Class: Holly 

Last week: 

Eric Carle Class: Liam 

Simon Bartram Class: William 

Malorie Blackman Class: Dottie 

Katherine Rundell Class: Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 

 (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

 


