NEWSLETTER
11th February, 2022
Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect
Collective Worship:
Over the past fortnight we have consolidated our focus on the theological principle that encapsulates our school vision:
‘Do to others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). We have focused on our Christian Value of Respect as we
explored what respect means to different groups of people, through the moral story of The Fox and the Crane, and looked
more deeply at the responsibility that comes with different jobs that command respect.

Important Dates
Mon 21st Feb
Mon 28th Feb
Thurs 3rd March
Fri 4th March
Wed 9th March
Fri 18th March

Term 4 starts
KS2 PSA Movie Night
KS1 PSA Movie Night
World Book Day celebration
A very special visitor!......
Playden’s Got Talent for Red
Nose Day

Katherine
Rundell
class

Our English and topic have been closely linked this
week as we have been writing persuasive letters in
a formal style to the Rt. Hon. Greg Hands, Minister
for Energy, Clean Growth and Climate
Change. Last week, we learned all about how
electricity can be generated. We learned that it is
the turning of the turbine which generates the
electricity (except in solar panels) and that this
turning can be powered by lots of different
methods. In particular, we focused on the use of
water to turn the turbines. We jotted down all
our findings on a jamboard and have used our
research to write formal letters to try and

persuade the decision makers in our country to
invest more in hydroelectric dams as we consider
them to be both a reliable and green source of
energy to generate electricity.
In maths this week we have been using the
apparatus to explore the value of the digits in
decimal numbers. We have been looking closely
at the relationship between decimals and
fractions. Year 5s have been converting fractions
with tenths and hundredths into decimals and
Year 6s have been finding equivalent fractions in
tenths, hundredths or thousandths first, and then
converting them to decimals.
In music we have progressed onto our third note
on the recorder, G. We have been learning lots
about musical notation, learning how to read
when we need to play a B, A or G and how long to
play the notes for. We have also become familiar
with counting in 4s for each bar and the value of
the different 'rest' symbols.
We celebrated Safer Internet Day this week. This
year's focus for Safer Internet Day was being
respectful while engaging in online games. As well
as discussing the many wonderful things that the
internet enables us to do, we talked about our
responsibility to message our friends in a way that

supports and that we would be happy to
receive. We considered how this linked in with
our School Vision of treating people as we wish to
be treated.

Malorie
Blackman
class

Malorie Blackman Class have been working hard
as usual.
In maths we have put a huge focus on our Times
Tables these past two weeks and every child has
“conquered” new learning and is now able to
rapidly recall many of their times tables. This has
really helped understanding and speed with
multiplication and division problems. This learning
is the groundwork for moving on to fractions after
half term – the better the knowledge of times
tables, the easier this mathematical concept is to
understand.
In English we have been focusing on reading for
comprehension, really digging into texts and
ensuring we answer with detail and
reasoning. We have begun reading The BFG as a
whole class, we are enjoying Roald Dahl’s humour,
we have created dictionary entries for some of his
made up words, not only did we enjoy thinking
about the vocabulary that he has created it also
made us think really carefully about the word class
of each word.
In History we have been looking at the timeline of
English history, identifying the periods when we
were invaded and beginning to understand how
this has affected our language over time. We have
begun creating illuminated letters, these are the
first examples of published paper books and the

Simon
Bartram
class
illustrated letters made the texts accessible for
non-readers (most of the population) when they
were on display.
In English, Simon Bartram Class has just started
looking more carefully at the technical elements of
writing. This week we have been exploring and
investigating nouns, verbs and adjectives. We
have been trying to identify these in a variety of
different sentences. We are becoming better at
this, slowly. We have been working in groups to
come up with our own nouns, verbs and adjectives
so that we can put them into our own sentences,
so that we really understand what each one is.
Year two have been helping year one to
independently write their sentences whilst
identifying the key features.
In Maths, we have continued to look into ways of
dividing. We have been practising sharing equally
into groups and some of us have even started to
use our knowledge of timetables to help us check
our answers. Year one, has been doing a lot of
practical work to make sure that they are
confident with sharing between groups of two.
Year two has been experimenting with their
number of groups so that they can see if they ever
have any left over. This has helped us to
remember our work on odd and even numbers as
well as equal and unequal groups.
In our topic lessons, the children have finally
finished their art work on the life cycle of an
Emperor penguin. The children worked really hard
to sketch each part of the lifecycle and have
become much better at shading as a result of this.
In Geography, the children have been looking at
maps to help them locate the Arctic and Antarctic
on a world map.

Time to Dance
Eric
Carle
class

We have been finishing our work on our big
question, 'What if wheels had never been
invented?' We learned lots about Amelia Earhart
and how she became a pilot. The children have
made their own small yellow planes and a large
cardboard one to fly around the classroom. We
discovered that even planes have wheels too! We
did some information writing and watched some
great information videos, as part of our research.
In Phonics we have added the letter sounds d, f, v
and e. The children are continuing to use the
sounds to make and read words. We have
extended our reading activities to whole class
reading of a text on screen. The children have
enjoyed the challenge and love the achievement
of being able to read the text.
In Maths, we have been looking at the ways we
represent 7 and 8. We have used the objects in
the classroom and built on the learning we have
done already in making numbers with smaller
amounts. We have moved to using a tens frame
and know that the number is less than 10 if the
frame isn't full.
In RE this week, we have been thinking about
places that are special to us. Lots of us enjoy
visiting the beach to look for shells. We also like
the playground and being active on the
equipment. Some of us did some beautiful
drawings of the special places we like to visit.
In RSHE, we thought carefully about using kind
words to support and encourage each other. This
week, we are thinking about how the learning we
are doing now may influence the future jobs we
would like to do.

A huge thank you to Mrs. Ruu for preparing the
children so well for their performance at the Time
to Dance festival at the White Rock in Hastings last
Tuesday evening. Thanks too to the parents for
supporting your children on the night - they were
absolutely fantastic and made us all proud! A huge
well done to:
Connie, Talena, Ethan, Gaby, Bonnie, Hermione,
Dottie, Aria, Robyn, Lucia, Poppi & Mya.

Governor Open Day
The Governor Open Day on Wednesday was a
huge success! Our governors had an authentic
experience of the school in action and joined in
with the pupils to experience the school day: from
joining in with breakfast club, seeing teaching and
learning in action, to experiencing playtime and
enjoying a delicious roast dinner too! They will
feedback to parents on their experience in our
next newsletter. Thank you to those parents who
took the time to say hello.

Term 4: After School Clubs
We are pleased to announce the following After
School Clubs which will be available in Term 4:
Monday: Wildlife Club
Tuesday: Musical Theatre (KS2); Lego club
Wednesday: Bat and Ball (KS1)
Thursday: Deadly 60 club

two new dates for these to take place in Term 4.
Those pupils who were already signed up are
expected to attend. If you didn’t previously sign up
but would like your child to attend, please collect
a permission slip from the school office at the start
of Term 4.

If you eligible to take part in these clubs you will
have already been informed. Please do ensure
that you sign up by the required deadline. Our
school wraparound care, Lego and Deadly 60 clubs
will be available to book via School Money by the
end of day, Friday 11th February.
A huge thanks once again to Ms. Bowyer for
running Wildlife Club which has once again proven
extremely popular! Thanks too to Mr. Keen for
running the football club for Y5/6 in Terms 2 & 3.
Unfortunately, due to work commitments, he is
not able to offer the same in Term 4 but we are
very grateful for his time over the past two terms
and hope that, if work commitments ease for him,
we might be lucky enough to resume this in the
future.

Coming Soon.......
In Term 4 we will be hosting a very special visitor
to the school on Wednesday 9th March. Whilst we
don’t want to reveal too much too soon, suffice it
to say that this visitor will be hosting an event
which will get all the children involved and active.
The big reveal will take place in the first week back
but to whet your appetites, here’s a little teaser…

World Book Day
On Friday 4th March we will
be celebrating World
Book Day in style! We
invite all pupils to dress
as their favourite book
character for a donation of
£1.00 as we celebrate the
25th anniversary of World Book Day. Every £1.00
that we raise goes towards giving a child a book of
their own.
We will host a parade of costumes in a special
celebration event that afternoon and can’t wait to
see the book characters come alive!

PSA Movie Nights…revisited!
Due to the impact of a Covid outbreak in Term 2,
the PSA movie nights that were due to take place
had to be cancelled. The PSA is pleased to offer

More details will be shared nearer the time, but
thought you might like a little notice in case you
wanted a heads up to get into costume action
over half-term…have fun!

Playden’s Got Talent for Red Nose Day!
We are very excited to
announce that we will be
hosting another fabulous
‘Playden’s
Got
Talent’
competition to raise money
for Red Nose Day on Friday
18th March. Again, we will notify parents of details
nearer the time as we continue to assess the risk
around Covid, as to whether we might be able to
invite an audience…watch this space! In the
meantime, you can support your children to take
part and showcase their many talents – we can’t
wait!

We wish all our families a very relaxed and
enjoyable half term and look forward to
welcoming the pupils back on Monday 21st
February.

Headteacher Award
Awards for outstanding achievement go to:
This week:
Eric Carle Class: Tomos
Simon Bartram Class: Dominic
Malorie Blackman Class: Robyn
Katherine Rundell Class: William
Last week:
Eric Carle Class: Eila
Simon Bartram Class: Gary
Malorie Blackman Class: Isaac
Katherine Rundell Class: Connie

Good Citizen Award
Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to:
This week:
Eric Carle Class: Phoebe
Simon Bartram Class: Florence
Malorie Blackman Class: Henry
Katherine Rundell Class: Alex
Last week:
Eric Carle Class: Tomos
Simon Bartram Class: Frankie
Malorie Blackman Class: Bonnie
Katherine Rundell Class: Jamie

Closing Reflection
The Lord bless you and keep you.

(Numbers 6:25)

