
SCIENCE 
In Science we will be learning about the Human 
Species.  We will identify the changes humans 
experience as they develop to old age.  We will look 
looking at the impact of exercise, diet, drugs and 
lifestyle on the way our bodies function.  Finally, we 
will be looking at how nutrients and water are 
transported within animals, including humans by 
looking at the digestive system. 

 

ENGLISH 
This term we are reading a range of books to support our 
learning in English.  These include: Explorers by Nellie 
Huang; Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill.  We will be 
using these texts to inspire a range of writing as we refine our 
work towards the End of Key Stage Assessments for year 6. 
 
This term we will also be completing and unpicking some 
informal SATs papers in Reading and Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling to familiarise the children with the format of the 
upcoming tests in May.   

 MATHEMATICS 
In maths we will continue our work on decimals, 
revising our skills in the four operations (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division, as well as 
BIDMAS) in the context of decimals.  We will then 
look at multiplying and dividing decimals by powers 
of 10 as we move on to looking at percentages and 
their decimal and fractional equivalents (for 
example, 25%= ¼ = 0.25) and finding percentages of 
an amount.  Following this, Year 5s will work on 
Position and Direction and the Year 6s who are 
ready will move onto the Algebra objectives.  We 
will also be looking at SATs style questions to 
prepare the Year 6s for their May assessments. 

HUMANITIES 
 
In History and Geography we will be learning about 
exploration and the impact of the Age of Exploration 
on our lives, linking back to our big question, ‘What if 
we never left our shores?’  We will be considering 
what everyday items we might not have if we hadn’t 
left our shores, such as cotton, the potato and 
American TV.  The children will be carrying out their 
own enquiries into the lives of different explorers and 
presenting their findings.   
 
In addition, we will also be considering migration and 
the reasons why peoples may choose to leave, or feel 
forced to leave the area they were born in. 
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 CREATIVE ARTS 
 

Taking inspiration from the sights that explorers such 
as Ernest Shackleton and Barbara Hillary would have 
seen, the children will create their own 3D sculptures 
of animals from the polar regions out of clay.   
 
 

PE AND GAMES 
 

PE will be taught on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please 
ensure that PE kits are in school daily and are named.  
In PE this term, we will be focussing on striking and 
fielding games, including cricket, with Miss James and 
creative sports with Mrs. Ruu. 

RE, PSHE AND CITIZENSHIP 

In RSHE, we move on to ‘Healthy Me’.  In this unit the children 
will be considering healthy choices and the importance of 
taking responsibility for our own health and well-being.  
Please see the attached letter on the content of the sessions. 

Our RE this term in the run up to Easter considers ‘What 
difference does the resurrection make to Christians?’ 

COMPUTING 
 

We will be taking part in a virtual coding masterclass, 
led by experts from the children’s charity Coram.  This 
will take place daily during the week of 21st-25th 
March from 9am – 10am.  Please ensure that your 
child arrives in school promptly to facilitate this. 



Key Topic Vocabulary Key Maths Vocabulary 

explorer – someone who travels to places 
about which very little is known in order to 
discover what is there. 
 

exploration – the process or act of 
exploring 
 

expedition – an organised journey that is 
made for a particular purpose, such as 
exploration. 
 

North Pole – the northernmost point on 
the Earth’s axis, at a latitude of 90oN 
 

South Pole  - the southernmost point on 
the Earth’s axis, at the latitude of 90oS 
 

compass – an instrument used for finding 
directions with a magnetic needle that 
always points north. 
 

sextant – an instrument used for 
measuring angles between the sun and the 
horizon – used to navigate ships. 
 

navigate – to sail on or across a body of 
water, to follow a course and steer a ship 
or an aircraft there. 
 

circumnavigate – to sail all the way around 
either an island or the world. 
 

captain’s log – a diary detailing the daily 
events for a ship or expedition crew. 
 

continent – an area of land, such as Africa 
or Asia, that consists of several countries. 
 

Antarctica – the continent around the 
South Pole. 

pack ice -  an area of ice that is floating on 
the sea made up of pieces of ice that have 
been pushed together. 
 

ice floe – a large area of ice floating in the 
sea. 
 

iceberg – a large, tall mass of ice floating in 
the sea. 
 

to drift – to be carried by the movement of 
wind or water. 
 

Endurance – the name of the boat used in 
Shackleton’s expedition in 1914. 
 

to survive – to manage to continue or exist 
in spite of difficult circumstances in which 
you could have died. 
 

Ernest Shackleton – Antarctic explorer, led 
the ‘Endurance’ expedition, 1874 -1922. 
 

Christopher Colombus – Genoese trader 
and explorer known as ‘the man who 
discovered America, 1451 – 1506. 
 

Francis Drake – British sailor and 
navigator, 1540 - 1596; the first 
Englishman to circumnavigate the globe. 
 

Walter Raleigh – British adventurer, 1552 
– 1618; widely credited with bringing back 
potatoes and tobacco to the UK. 
 

Amelia Earheart – American aviator, 1897 
- ? 
 

Ranulph Fiennes – “the world’s greatest 
living explorer”, British explorer, 1944 – 
present. 

 
decimal /decimal fraction - a fraction expressed by figures placed to the right of a 
decimal point. 
 
integer - a whole number. 
 
tenth – one part if a whole number is divided into 10 pieces. 
 
hundredth – one part if a whole number is divided into 100 pieces. 
 
thousandth – one part if a whole number is divided into 1000 pieces. 
 
equivalence – having the same value, despite being presented differently e.g. 0.75 is 
equivalent to ¾. 
 
percent –  if an amount is 10 percent (10%) of a larger amount, it is equivalent to 10 
hundredths of the larger amount. 
 
percentage – a fraction of an amount, expressed as a particular number of 
hundredths of that amount. 
 
algebra – mathematics in which letters are used to represent possible quantities. 
 
rule – a statement that describes the way that things will happen in a particular 
situation 
 
equation – a mathematical statement saying that two amounts or values are the 
same e.g 6 x 4 = 12 x 2. It may or may not include letters to represent values e.g. 6a 
= 12 x 2 
 
formula – a group of letters, numbers of symbols which represent a scientific or 
mathematical rule e.g.  
 
FOR GRAMMAR TERMS – REFER TO HANDOUT FROM THE WELCOME MEETING IN 
SEPTEMBER.  PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE AN ADDITIONAL COPY. 



 


