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Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

As we begin a new school year, we remind our community of our school vision for all our pupils: 
 
Our vision at St. Michael’s is that every child receives an excellent education and feels valued for who they 
are. We want to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural inquisitiveness about the world 
around them, and to foster their ambition by recognising and responding to their talents and individuality. 
We seek to treat everyone in our community with love, honesty, forgiveness and respect, rooted in the 
principle of ‘do to others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). 

 

We acknowledge the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Thank you for your service. May you rest in 
peace. 

 

 

 



Important Dates 

19th Sept BANK HOLIDAY 

28th Sept School photos 

3rd Oct SEND Provision Review 
meetings 

10th Oct Harvest Service 

21st Oct Last day of Term 1 

Term 2 
Details of items below to be communicated nearer the time 

Mon 31st Oct First day of Term 2 

7th, 9th, 14th Nov Open Mornings 

15th & 17th Nov Parent Consultations 

14th Dec Christmas Jumper Day 
Christmas dinner & parties 

15th & 16th Dec Nativity Services @Iden Church 

16th Dec Last day of Term 2 

Welcome to St. Michael’s 

We welcome 11 new pupils to our school 

community this year. We are pleased to have the 

following pupils join us and hope that they have a 

happy future here. A warm St. Michael’s welcome 

to: 

Reception: Bodhi, Charlotte, Frank, Freya, Isla, 

Kirthvik, Lily, Maud and Oakley. 

Year 1: Fern 

Year 5: Tommy 

New Class Names 

As has become tradition, this year our class names 

have changed and we are known by the names of 

influential pioneers in Key Stage 2. Children enter 

The Discovery Village in Explorers & Enquirers 

Basecamps (Reception, Year 1 & Year 2); Earhart 

class (Years 3 & 4) and Brunel class (Years 5 & 6). 

Over the holiday we have been working hard to 

develop our 

Discovery Village 

environment 

including a 

fantastic new 

sandpit for the 

children to enjoy! 

 

 

The children are settling well into Brunel 

Class.  We started the term with a historical focus, 

finding out all about our namesake, Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel, and his achievements.  We 

researched, talked through, planned and wrote 

biographies about him.  Following the news about 

the death of the Queen on Thursday 

8th September, we have repeated the process, 

researching her life and writing biographies about 

Queen Elizabeth II.  These will be presented to go 

on display in the main hallway. 

In maths, we have got into the routine of our 

Maths Fluency exercises for our morning work and 

have started our first unit of work this term on 

place value.  The Year 5s are working on numbers 

to one million, with Year 6s focussing on numbers 

to ten million.  We have been using the place 

value counters to explore different ways of 

partitioning large numbers and representing our 

partitioned numbers with part-whole models. 

We also spent a fabulous day at the beach 

yesterday, exploring one of the natural 

environments available right on our 

doorsteps.  When we got down to the shoreline, 

the tide was out and we spent the morning 

engaging in wet sand play, building sand forts, 

digging channels, litter picking, and creating 

artwork using materials found on the beach.  We 

kept a keen eye on the tide, watching the water 

rise as it destroyed our morning's work with the 

power of the water washing back up the 

beach.  After lunch at the Discovery Centre, we 

played some circle games, developing our 

relationships as a group.   



 

We have also started reading books linking to our 

topic for this term.  At the end of the day, we are 

reading 'The Explorer' by Katherine 

Rundell.  During whole class reading, we have 

been reading 'World Burn Down' by Steve Cole. 

 

 

Here in Earhart Class we have been settling well 

into our new class and getting used to new 

routines.   

In our first week we spent some time 

experimenting with watercolours, using different 

techniques to create a range of patterns and 

effects - this included using clingfilm and masking 

tape - which were a little messy, but did create 

great patterns!  Once we had completed our 

experiments we chose a style and have completed 

our Doodle Book covers using this style - so we 

now have a class of funky Doodle Book covers. 

In maths we have begun looking at place value: 

reading, writing and ordering numbers to develop 

our understanding of the value of numbers and 

the number system as a whole. 

We are just beginning to ask our big question, 

‘Who Were the Romans?’.  In English we have 

begun reading and learning a book about the last 

eruption over the Roman city of Pompeii.  We will 

be working on this story in the coming weeks, 

rewriting and writing stories inspired by this 

event. 

Dojos have been being handed out for effort, 

manners and teamwork alongside those for 

reading at home and 'conquering' a times 

table.  We are regularly practising our times table 

in class, accessing Timestablesme.uk to do this - 

any time spent on this at home would be very 

useful to all pupils.  Thank you for your support 

with home reading and learning. 

 

In Enquirers, we have been very busy settling into 

life in The Discovery Village. We have been 

working hard with our phonics knowledge and 

revisiting the Initial code. Some of us have been 

exploring the Extended code and applying this 

knowledge into sentences more independently.  

We have also been working hard with our writing. 

We have been remembering our favourite part of 

the summer holidays. Some Enquirers have 

preferred to work with an adult for support with 

their sentence structure and spellings and some of 

us have tried really hard to be more independent 

in our writing by even attempting paragraphs.  

In maths we are exploring place value, we are 

using very practical resources so that the children 

can recognise the differences between single, two-

digit and even three-digit numbers. Some really 

determined Enquirers are even partitioning two-

digit numbers in different ways. 

Enquirers have been extremely busy exploring 

both the Enquirers basecamp, Explorers basecamp 

and outside provision. We have been working 

hard to follow our school Christian values by 

respecting all areas of our new learning 

environment as well as being kind and welcoming 

to everyone in The Discovery Village, whilst 

exploring all the new and exciting resources that 

we have.  



We have also been working really hard on creating 

our own self-portraits. We had to look very 

carefully at our photo to make sure that our 

portraits resembled just that. 

 
 
A very warm welcome to the new school year 

from the Explorers Basecamp. The new children 

have settled remarkably well and the existing 

children have been very supportive and are 

helping them settle in. The updated environment 

is very stimulating and the children are naturally 

finding themselves new activities and challenges 

each day.  

 

We have started our phonic lessons with the 

sounds: a,i,m,s,t. The children are learning how to 

sound each letter correctly and form and read 

simple words. For some children this will also be 

revision or an intervention.  

 

We have been adding to our environment by 

painting self-portraits. We have thought carefully 

about our features and the colour of our hair and 

eyes. We are also learning about each other and 

we reflect this in our Christian values. The children 

are learning about love, respect, forgiveness and 

honesty.  

 

Our maths work is very practical at the moment. 

We have lots of activities and resources which 

promote counting and looking at numbers. Next 

week, we will begin to look at the value of number 

and how we can represent each number with 

objects or symbols.  

 

 

School Photos 

Annual school photos will be taken on the 

morning of Wednesday 28th September. Please 

ensure that your child is wearing the correct 

school uniform on that day and that hair is neat 

and tidy. Opportunities for ordering photographs 

will be shared with parents soon afterwards. 

Open Mornings 

 

St. Michael’s will be hosting open mornings for 

prospective parents in November. We invite all 

parents of children who will be Reception-age in 

September 2023 to come along and see our school 

in action. Interested parents should book an 

appointment with the school office on 01797 

280277. We also ask all parents and carers to 

please share this with friends, family and the 

community. We are proud of our school and 

would like to share this with as many people as 

possible. 

 

 



House Captains & Leaders 

We are pleased to announce our House Captains 

for this academic year. Congratulations to them all 

and we look forward to having them lead their 

houses to success! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to these four, we also have other 

equally important leaders who have been 

appointed, these include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After-School Clubs 

We remind parents that we are now offering 

after-school clubs every Tuesday (Lego) and 

Thursday (Board Games) to 4:30 pm. The cost of 

this club is £4.00 per pupil and booking is via our 

online SchoolMoney payment system.  

Volunteer Readers 

We would welcome reading volunteers across the 

school. If any parents, grandparents, aunts or 

uncles would be interested in this role, please let 

the school office know so that we can initiate the 

appropriate safeguarding checks. Just an hour of 

your time would make a huge difference! 

Harvest Service 

Our annual Harvest Service will take place in the 

school hall on Monday 10th October at 9:15 am. 

Rev. Paul White will be leading the service and 

each class will be contributing to it in a small way - 

we invite parents to join us for the occasion in the 

school hall. A letter with full details as regards 

food contributions will be distributed to all 

families in the coming week.  

SEND Provision Review Meetings 

Further to Miss Palmer’s letter of 5th September, we 

remind parents of the opportunity to take part in a 

review of our SEND provision at St. Michael’s. Please 

refer to her letter and book with her the opportunity to 

have a voice in this important part of our school 

improvement strategy. RSVP by email to Miss Palmer 

senco@playdenschool.com by Monday 26th Sept. 

Playground Development 

We are very pleased to share with you an exciting 

project that we have coming up! Over the next 

few months you will notice some works taking 

place as we look to improve our playtime offer for 

the children. 

In a couple weeks’ time the tarmacked area in the 

playground will be significantly improved by the 

addition of playground markings which will give 

the children purposeful designated play zones and 

a host of activities with which to engage. 

In January, you will see the second phase of the 

development; an even bigger and more impressive 

project as we install active play equipment and 

Kites: Gaby Hawks: Sophia 

Eagles: Natty Falcons: Ami 

Sports Captains: Lia 
and Stan 

Hall IT Monitor: 
Harry 

House Dojo 
Monitor: Alex 

mailto:senco@playdenschool.com


improve the surface of what is a rather water-

logged field in the winter. This will give the 

children fantastic opportunities to develop their 

fine and gross motor skills, social skills and 

improve their coordination and general physical 

health. 

Here’ a sneaky preview to whet your appetites – 

we are really looking forward to it! Mrs. Marshall 

is just sorry that she won’t be here to see the final 

instalment (we’ll have to send some photos).  

 

 

 

Attendance: Education Welfare Services 

As from the start of this academic year, St. Michael’s 

has secured the service of WPA Education Welfare 

Services alongside our partner schools in the Rye 

Alliance, to support attendance in our school. The staff 

at WPA will be working in partnership with us to 

improve and sustain good levels of attendance at least 

in line with the national average. Their role includes 

amongst others: 

 Meeting with parents to discuss attendance 

concerns 

 Visiting parents at their home address who fail 

to engage 

 Carrying out home visits to investigate 

safeguarding concerns 

 Issuing Penalty Notice Warnings and action 

Penalty Notices 

We hope that their required support will be minimal, 

but we remind parents that good attendance is your 

responsibility. All persistent absentees will be very 

closely monitored and will be our first cause for 

concern. Please therefore be mindful of all absence 

from school. 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Freya 

Enquirers Basecamp: Freddie 

Earhart Class: Oliver 

Brunel Class: Vinnie 

 

 



Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Elyse 

Enquirers Basecamp: Phoebe 

Earhart Class: Lucia 

Brunel Class: Ami 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

You are the light of the world. 

(Matthew 5:14) 

 


