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Our Questioning Curriculum 2021-22 

 
 Planned on an annual basis, taking into account the class arrangements and cyclical nature of the key skills, knowledge and understanding the children are required to learn. 

 
 

Our Questioning Curriculum has been designed to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural inquisitiveness about the world around them. Each term we begin 

with a new ‘big question’ designed to stimulate our children’s desire to discover. These questions bring deeper learning experiences in all subjects, and the knowledge and skills 

that are learnt through the exploration of these themes is enriched with inspiring experiences to further create a sense of awe and wonder about our world; in this awareness of 

our world, the children explore the impact on self and others.  

Our intent through the curriculum that we deliver is to stimulate curiosity, expand creativity, make connections to things bigger than ourselves and motivate a caring for others 

and the collective good. We aim to create an environment where children are excited to learn and participate. 

Our termly curriculum overview produced for each ‘big question’ outlines the breadth and balance of learning experiences that will be covered as we explore these questions. 

The themes within them cover statutory aspects of the National Curriculum and may be influenced by wider society, covering local and national issues.  

Our vision at St. Michael’s is that every child receives an excellent education and feels valued for 
who they are. We want to lay a foundation of curiosity, tapping into children’s natural 

inquisitiveness about the world around them, and to foster their ambition by recognizing and 
responding to their talents and individuality. 

We seek to treat everyone in our community with love, honesty, forgiveness and respect, rooted in 
the principle of ‘do to others as you would have them do to you’ (Luke 6:31). 

 



 

2021-22 Autumn Terms 2021 Spring Terms 2022 Summer Terms 2022 

Reception  The exploration of the big questions for Reception children will lead the seven areas of learning and development to shape the children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning. This will be delivered in the early years setting which reflects the characteristics of effective learning where children play and explore; where they are active 
learners and where they create and think critically. 
 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN 
THE GARDEN? 
Role play, storytelling & 
sequencing. Speech & 
language focus. 
Life cycle of a caterpillar; 
bug hunts and hotels; 
Seasonal changes; nature 
walks; planting 
 
Texts: The Hungry 
Catterpillar; The Bad 
Tempered Ladybird; The 
Tiny Seed; The Very Busy 
Spider 

WHAT IF ALL THE 
ANIMALS HAD TO 
MOVE HOME? 
Animals and their habitats; 
how we care for our pets; 
favourite animals; Climates 
and country locations 
 
(Plus: Bonfire night; Diwali, 
Christmas) 
 
Texts: Poo in the Zoo; Call 
me Gorgeous; Weirdo; 
Walking through the Jungle; 
Augustus and his smile 

 

WHAT IF WHEELS HAD 
NEVER BEEN 
INVENTED? 
How do wheels work; 
Significant figures in the 
history of transport; How 
many different ways do we 
travel?; Making our own 
form of transport; Exploring 
different forms of transport 
 
Texts: Mrs. Armitage on 
Wheels; Amelia Earhart; 
Mrs. Armitage Queen of the 
Road; Noah’s Ark 

WHAT IF WE DON’T 
EAT OUR GREENS? 
The need for healthy food; 
why exercise is important; 
how to look after our 
bodies; healthy cooking; 
exploring new tastes 
 
Texts: Oliver’s Vegetables; 
Oliver’s Fruit Salad; 
Bathroom Boogie; Eat your 
Greens, Goldilocks 

WHAT IF I DIDN’T LIVE 
IN ENGLAND?  
Mapping skills; Reading 
maps; Recognising 
similarities and differences 
between life in this country 
and life in others; talking 
about friends or relatives 
who live in different 
countries; considering 
belonging in the context of 
our community 
 
Texts: Mamma Panya’s 
Pancakes; Bringing the Rain 
to Kapiti Plain; for You are a 
Kenyan Child; The Great 
Kapok Tree 

 

WHAT IF PIRATES 
RULED THE WORLD? 
Making treasure maps; 
Drawing information from a 
simple map; Researching 
information about pirates; 
visiting the Maritime 
Museum (Hastings); looking 
at weather changes. 
 
Texts: The Night Pirates; 
The Pirate Cruncher; The 
Pirates Next Door 

Year 1 & Year 2 WHAT IF I LIVED IN SPACE? 
History: Neil Armstrong; Tim Peake; famous astronauts & 
space missions 
Science: Materials & properties 
Art: Space art; Moon paintings using texture 
DT: Designing and making rockets for play; testing to see 
how far they can travel 
Computing: using search engines for research about space; 
enhancing keyboard skills 
 
Texts: Bob the Man on the Moon; Bob’s Best Friend 
 

 

WHAT IF IT WAS ALWAYS COLD? 
Science: Habitats; food chains; the roles of consumer, 
predator and prey 
Geography: continents of the world; exploring maps and 
atlases; comparison of Arctic and Antarctic with UK 
History: Life of Captain Scott 
Art: colour blending; creating polar landscapes 
DT: design and create an igloo for life in a polar region 
Computing: Using keyboard skills to create a non-fiction 
report on a polar animal 
 
Texts:  Lost and Found; All about Penguins 

WHAT IF THER WAS 
NO LAND? 
Science: Life cycles; 
Adaptations of living things 
Geography: Layers of the 
ocean; natural features of 
the ocean floor; continents 
and oceans of the world 
Art: observational pencil 
sketching (fish); collage 
(using materials) 
Music: learning and 
performing ‘Under the Sea’ 
with accompanying 
instruments 
Computing: Find, edit and 
save files 

 
Texts: Tiddler; Dougal’s 
Deep Sea Diary; The 
Rainbow Fish 
 

WHAT IF PIRATES 
RULED THE WORLD? 
(IN CONJUNCTION WITH ABOVE 
AS A TRANSITION TERM FOR A 
NEW COMBINED CURRICULUM 
IN 2022-23) 
 

Science: Plants – what do 
they need to grow and 
survive 
History: Learning about the 
lives of famous Pirates 
Geography: Mapping, 
comparing maps; 
understanding geographical 
features on maps 
DT: designing and baking 
pirate cookies; making a 
treasure box 
Art: Observational drawing 
(Pirate Portraits); creating 
treasure maps 
Computing: Using copy and 



paste skills to import 
pictures into documents 

 
Texts: The Pirates Next 
Door; The Dinosaur that 
pooped a pirate 
 

Year 3 & Year 4 WHAT DID WE USE 
BEFORE METAL? 
History: Stone Age to Iron 
Age; homes and housing; 
food and farming; art and 
culture 
Geography: Comparing 
natural and man-made 
features of the time; 
differences between the UK 
now and in the Stone 
age/Iron age 
Music: Simple beats and 
rhythms 
Art: using materials and 
techniques to create works 
in the style of prehistoric 
cave paintings; model and 
sculpt miniature stone age 
structures. 
Science: Rocks & fossils 
Computing: Choosing 
appropriate software to 
create and present work 
incl. Powerpoint 

 
Texts: Stig of the Dump; 
Stone Age Boy 
  

WHY DO HUMANS 
TRAVEL? 
History: Roman Empire’s 
collapse in Britain to the 
invasion by William of 
Normandy; Anglo Saxons. 
Art/DT: Needlework skills to 
embroider a motif on to 
fabric; making patchwork 
squares to contribute to a 
class blanket; using fire to 
cook (outdoor learning 
area) 
Science: Electricity 
Computing: Using Scratch 
to create a simple computer 
game 

 
Texts: Anglo-Saxon Boy 
 
 

WHY IS THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE SO 
COMPLICATED? 
History: Kings and Queens of England; The history of 
written and printed English language 
Geography: UK and Europe; identifying places; looking at 
origins of settlement names in the UK. 
Science: Light 
Art: Using paint and collage techniques to create a 
vocabulary display; creating illuminated letters 
Drama: performing sections of plays and poems for an 
audience 
Music: Performing songs to a musical based around the life 
of Shakespeare 
Computing: Developing confidence using the Chromebook 
platform; learning about how to be a responsible internet 
user 
 
Texts: The Big; Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 
 

WHAT MAKES A 
PLACE A HOME? 
Geography: Continents and 
countries of the world; 
using and making maps; 
looking at different types of 
dwellings and the reasons 
for their similarities and 
differences 
Science: 
Habitats/classification/living 
things and their 
environment 
Art: Using a range of 
techniques to create 
seascape images. 
DT: Designing, making and 
evaluating simple soft toys 
(cutting & sewing) 
 
Texts: The Micraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane 
 
 

WHAT MAKES US 
HEALTHY? 
Science: Humans and other 
animals (the digestive 
system & food chains); A 
balanced plate 
Geography: Human 
geography – dwellings 
DT: designing & cooking 
healthy menus 
Computing: using Scratch to 
programme and animation, 
a story and a game. 
 
Texts: Variety of Non-
Fiction texts – healthy 
eating; exercise etc. 
 

 

Year 5 & Year 6 WHAT IF THERE WAS 
NO EROSION? 
Science: Evolution & 
inheritance 
Geography: Physical and 
human processes that cause 
erosion; characteristics of 
eroded locations; how 
coastlines change over time 
Art: using lines & shapes to 
support with proportion 
and perspective; sketching 
to develop accuracy and 

WHAT IF WE COULDN’T HARNESS THE POWER 
OF WATER? 
Science: Forces; gravity, air resistance, water resistance and 
friction. Levers: pulleys, gears and hydraulics. 
History: The role water played in the Industrial Revolution. 
Sir Richard Arkwright and his impact. The role canals played 
in the transportation of goods. The era of steam and how 
this was manipulated to run engines and machinery. 
Art: Lino printing – William Morris inspired prints. 
Music: how to accurately play notes on tuned instruments 
(recorders) 
DT: To design a floating home using recycled materials 
Computing: creating non-linear Powerpoint presentations 

WHAT IF WE NEVER 
LEFT OUR SHORES? 
Science: The human 
species; the impact of 
exercise, diet, drugs and 
lifestyle on the way our 
bodies function; the 
digestive system 
History: Exploration and the 
impact of the Age of 
Exploration on our lives. 
Enquiries into the lives of 
different explorers. 

WHAT IF THE RIVER NILE NEVER EXISTED? 
Science: Living things and their habitats; classification. 
Geography: Rivers: the River Nile (human and physical 
geography) 
History: the life and achievements of the Ancient Egyptians; 
life of Pharaoh Tutankhamun 
Art: Making amulets (sculpting) 
Drama: performing the end of year school play 
Music: choir for the Diocesan Leavers’ Service 
Computing: using Scratch to create a programme that plays 
music 
 
Texts: Secrets of a Sun King 



shading skills through 
observation 
Computing: How to use 
Google workspace. 
 
Texts: The Wolf Wilder; 
Orphans of the Tide 

 

 
Texts: Far from Home; Kick 

 

Geography: Mapping 
exploration over time. 
Art: 3D sculpting (polar 
animals) 
Computing: Coding 
 
Texts: Explorers; 
Shackleton’s Journey 

 

 

Alongside these subjects, each year group also engages in teaching and learning in: 

 

 Religious Education (RE): Incorporating Understanding Christianity units within the East Sussex Agreed Syllabus. 

 Relationship, Sex & Health Education (RSHE): The Jigsaw curriculum, in line with statutory guidance. 

 Physical Education (PE): Our PE curriculum plan is sequenced and progressive, and is delivered in ‘learning journeys’ of physical literacy for key stages 1 and 2 

 Spanish: lessons supported by the Oak Academy curriculum (KS2 only) 


