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Important Dates 

14th Nov Open Morning 

15th & 17th Nov Parent Consultations 

18th Nov Yellow mufti day for Children in 
Need 

14th Dec Christmas Jumper Day 
Christmas dinner & parties 

15th & 16th Dec Nativity Services @Iden Church 

16th Dec Last day of Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a great start to the term and learning 

about our new big question, ‘Where am I in our 

Universe?’  Our big ‘wow’ was our trip to 

Greenwich to visit the Royal Observatory and 

Planetarium.  From the comfort of our reclined 

theatre seats, we were taken on an amazing 

journey around Earth, our Solar System and the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galaxy.  We started by looking up at the night sky 

and learning about the different constellations 

that ancient civilisations used to tell stories 

with.  We also learned about the importance of 

the stars for navigation in times  gone by and how 

to identify Polaris, the North Star.  We visited the 

Moon, learning about why the shape we see from 

Earth changes depending on where it is in its orbit 

of us.  We also touched down on Mars and were 

told all about its rocky surface and major 

geographical features, such as a huge valley and 

an enormous extinct volcano.  We next visited the 

gas planets, focusing on Saturn and learning all 

about its rings and the storms rolling about on its 

surface.  It was a really great and informative 

show with an astronomer who then answered our 

questions. 

 

We also viewed the original buildings of the Royal 

Observatory, which was founded in 1675 by King 

Charles II.  We stood on a rather wet Meridian 

Line and learned about the importance of 

Greenwich for setting time.  Another highlight was 

climbing the spiral staircase to the Great 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship: 
We remember those who stood for love and truth, and thank them for the 

sacrifice they made for me and you. Thank you that we can now enjoy peace 

and learn to love…not fight. Thank you that we can now sing and play and not 

be scared or hide. We pray for other countries where children live in fear, 

and there is war and fighting and many are in tears. Please help to make 

things better and bring some peace to them. Protect all those who try and 

help to make friends again. 

 

 

 

 



Equatorial Telescope which was built in the 

Victorian era and still used today to teach people 

about space. 

 

In computing we have been learning all about the 

Mars Rover robots which have been sent to the 

planet to study it.  We have been learning about 

binary code and computer architecture and how 

the Rovers communicate over the vast distance in 

space. 

 

In English we have been reading RJ Palacio’s book, 

Wonder, all about 10 year old Auggie and follows 

his experiences as he starts school for the first 

time.  Auggie has faced many challenges in his life 

so far, mostly as a result of the health problems he 

was born with. 

 

In Maths, the Year 5s have completed their unit on 

addition and subtraction, looking at missing 

number problems and multi-step problems and 

the Year 6s are working on multiplication and 

division, identifying rules for divisibility, squared 

and cubed numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had an excellent start back to Term 2, 

despite the blustery winds and heavy rainfall! 

  

In English we have begun reading a book about a 

young Libyan girl, living with her family in the 

Roman Empire, and their journey to 

Britannica.  We have been reading the text as a 

whole class, and tackling some tricky vocabulary, 

including a good number of Latin words.  The story 

begins with the family’s journey from Gaul to 

Londinium.  Unfortunately, the journey does not 

go to plan and they are caught in a fatal storm – 

the book’s central character survives and recounts 

the events of this disastrous journey.  We have 

studied this part of the text closely and written 

our own diary entries based on this.  This meant 

we had to think really carefully about using our 

vocabulary and sentence structure to ‘show; not 

tell’ what was happening.  We came up with some 

amazing phrases and ‘borrowed’ some good ones 

from each other and the text. 

  

In Maths we have moved onto addition.  We have 

been focusing on using our known facts to help us, 

particularly with our bonds to ten; we now all 

know the rhyme to remember these.  Year 4s have 

begun revising simple column addition this week -

a particular focus here is on ensuring correct 

layout of the calculation in this formal method to 

ensure errors are not made! 

  

In History we have been looking at what Britain 

looked like before the Roman invasion, learning 

about Iron Age life and how that may have helped 

or hindered the Roman army as they invaded.  We 

have written letters to Emperor Caesar to tell him 

what we know about the landscape, the people 

and their ability to fight, in preparation for his 

invasion of the British shores. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Enquirers, we have been excitedly exploring our 

new big question ‘What if we lived in a rainforest?’ 

We have been reading the story ‘There’s a Rang-

Tan in my bedroom’. This has got us really 

interested in saving the rainforest and things that 



we can do to help spread awareness about what is 

happening to the world’s rainforests. The children 

have been creating their own posters with slogans 

and explanations as to why orangutans are 

endangered and what is happening around the 

world. Some of us have been writing sentences 

completely independently, using phonic mats to 

help with the accuracy of our spellings. Some of us 

have also been working really hard to remember 

finger spaces and say our sentences out loud to 

help with writing them. 

In Maths, we have been continuing our work on 

the part-part-whole model. This is quite a tricky 

approach to get our heads around. Some of us are 

using apparatus to help with accuracy on finding 

different part-part-wholes to 10 and some of us 

are working independently exploring the concept 

of part-part-whole with numbers to 100. 

In RE, we have been exploring 'What does it mean 

to belong to a faith community?' -  we will focus 

on the sense of belonging to groups and feeling 

valuable. We will look at Christianity, Islam and 

Judaism, the symbols and practices of these 

religions and how people show that they belong to 

one another. 

 

 
 

We have begun work on our big question this 

term, 'What if we lived in a rainforest?' We have 

looked at some information about rainforests and 

learned where they are. We have been reading, 

'There's a Rang Tang in my Bedroom'. This is a 

fabulous story which highlights the plight of 

orangutans as their home in the rainforest is being 

destroyed. It has also taught us about the use of 

palm oil. The children have done some fabulous 

writing about orangutans, along with some 

artwork.  

 

In RE, we have been exploring the meaning of our 

school vision and the ethos that we 'do unto 

others as you would have them do unto you.' We 

have thought carefully about what this means to 

us in everyday life. We have done some lovely 

drawings to show that we treat each other with 

kindness, love and respect.  

 

We are making great progress in our phonic 

lessons. This week we have added the sounds d,f,v 

and e. It is lovely to see that children have been 

practising lots at home. We are moving towards 

writing simple sentences independently.  

 

In Maths, we have been looking at the number 6. 

We have seen how we can represent it on a tens 

frame and recognise the number by not only 

counting it, but also seeing how many spaces 

there are left in the frame. We are also learning 

how to make numbers by using smaller amounts 

of Numicon.  

 

In RSHE, we have been looking at how we are 

good at different things and how we can recognise 

that we may all be good at different things and it 

is this that makes us all special and unique.  

 

Children in Need: Yellow Mufti Day  

This year we invite the children to dress in yellow 

(of course Pudsey ears and/or spots are welcome!) 

on Friday 18th November 

with all donations going to 

Children in Need – suggested 

donation of £1 per pupil at 

the gate. Please note in your 

diaries! 

 



Final call for Open Morning! 

Our final Open Morning for prospective parents 

will take place on Monday 14th November. Pre-

planned appointments are fully booked but we 

would be happy to squeeze another one or two in. 

If you know of anyone looking for a place for 

Reception (September, 2023), please do direct 

them to this opportunity – 9:30 am or 10:30 am. 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

Last Week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Ava 

Enquirers Basecamp: Daisy 

Earhart Class: Isobel 

Brunel Class: Henry 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

Last week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Bodhi 

Enquirers Basecamp: Gary 

Earhart Class: Grey 

Brunel Class: Natty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week:  

Earhart Class with 96% 

Last week: 

Earhart Class with 95.2% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you. 

(Ephesians 4:32) 

 


