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Important Dates 

20th Oct PSA Disco 

21st Oct Last day of Term 1 

Term 2 
Details of items below to be communicated nearer the time 

Mon 31st Oct First day of Term 2 

7th, 9th, 14th Nov Open Mornings 

15th & 17th Nov Parent Consultations 

18th Nov Yellow mufti day for Children in 
Need 

14th Dec Christmas Jumper Day 
Christmas dinner & parties 

15th & 16th Dec Nativity Services @Iden Church 

16th Dec Last day of Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We've had another busy fortnight in Brunel 

Class!  In English we have written and published 

our poems about an animal from the rainforest 

where we focused on using different devices for 

description, including similes.  We reflected on 

how poems are structured and considered this as 

we drafted our work, with some children 

developing a rhyming pattern to their 

stanzas.  This week we have begun to plan an 

explanation text to answer the question: 'How are 

rainforests important to our world?' 

 

In maths, the Year 6s looked at rounding any 

integer to the specified power of 10, while the 

Year 5s concentrated on rounding to the nearest 

10, 100 and 1000.  We looked at where a number 

we are rounding sits on a numberline, before 

identifying how the rhyme that Talena taught us 

last year (Five and above, give it a shove.  Four and 

below, down you go) can be applied to help 

us.  We have also looked at negative numbers and 

how to work out the differences in temperature in 

different parts of the world.  This week, we have 

been focusing on strategies to support our mental 

calculation.  This includes our recall of basic 

number facts - such as number bonds to 20 and 

times tables.  Please ensure that you practise 

these at home to support your child with rapid 

recall which will enable them to access the written 

methods we use as we tackle the UKS2 objectives 

for maths.  Activities have been assigned on Maths 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship: 
Over the past fortnight we reflected on the work of Martin Luther King and his stand for civil rights in the context of Black 

History Month. We also celebrated Harvest, giving thanks for God’s provision through creation. The children shared songs 

and poems all about Harvest and being thankful. 

 

 

 



Shed and all children have had their username and 

password glued into their reading record. 

 

In art, we looked at Henri Rousseau's painting, 

'The Surprise', and made predictions about the 

story behind the piece of art.  We then used the 

sketching pencils to create a drawing of a tiger, 

varying our pencil grip to achieve different effects 

with the nib of the pencil.  In RE we have been 

learning about what supports Muslims through 

their lives and looking at the Five Pillars.  We 

considered what supports us in our daily lives to 

develop commitment and self-control.   

 

In RSHE this week, we had a visit from two officers 

from ESCC Trading Standards, who delivered a 

workshop about scams awareness.  We discussed 

what different types of scams there are and some 

top tips were shared for how to keep ourselves 

safe, including how to examine the source of 

emails and text messages to determine whether it 

is genuine or not. 

 

Our beach days have really complemented our 

learning in science this term, giving the children 

the opportunity to see it in action.  Thank you to 

both the staff at Rye Harbour Discovery Centre for 

delivering these sessions.  Last week, we carried 

out a habitat investigation in the muddy saltmarsh 

to see what evidence of living things we could find 

and identify.  We discussed our findings and 

looked at the bits of plants we gathered under the 

microscopes in the classroom at the Discovery 

Centre.  We became birdwatchers for the 

afternoon and looked at the differences between 

the different species of birds, considering how 

they had adapted and developed 'superpowers' 

for the habitat in which they live.  We designed 

our birds adapted for the saltmarsh 

environment.  We also looked at food chains, 

considering the producers and consumers in a 

chain and how energy is passed from one to the 

next.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, due to staff illness there is no 

article for Earhart class in this week’s newsletter. 

Apologies from Mrs. Churchill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Enquirers, we have been continuously building 

up our stamina for writing, by writing lots of short 

and longer writing tasks. The children have really 

enjoyed writing character descriptions about Blub 

the Octopus as well as describing Cody the 

Caterpillar’s garden. The children have even been 

predicting the next part of the story. Again, some 

Enquirers have really challenged themselves by 

reading through their own work, checking for 

sense and punctuation. Other Enquirers have also 

been challenging themselves by independently 

using the sound mats to check some of their 

spellings 

In maths, we have been continuing to explore 

place value. We are becoming more confident 

with our understanding of place value and we are 

getting much more comfortable with grouping 

numbers or objects so that they are easier to 

count. We are starting to move onto addition 

where we will explore different strategies in order 

to embed this knowledge. 



In RSHE, Enquirers have been looking at rules and 

responsibilities and why they are important as 

well as how they make us feel. We have then been 

choosing a rule that we feel is very important and 

explain why.  

In art, we have been looking very closely at images 

and models of octopuses, so that we can sketch 

our own observational drawings and then paint 

them. They look fabulous! 

 
 

We have had another successful few weeks in The 

Discovery Village.  As well as our work on Harvest 

Festival, we learned the Christian creation story. 

We have done some lovely writing and some 

beautiful artwork which is on display in our 

classroom. This week, we read a story about a 

caterpillar who was a bit reluctant to become a 

butterfly. The children loved the story and enjoyed 

looking at the life cycle process.  

 

We are continuing to do well in our phonic 

lessons. This week we have added the sounds b, c, 

g and h.  We are rising to the challenge of writing 

sentences once we have explored building and 

reading words. Everyone now has a little purple 

book, in which they can practise their phonics at 

home.  

 

In maths, we worked on making and representing 

the number 4. The children love the practical 

aspect of this work and are very happy to show 

how they can make 4 with different classroom 

items. We will be moving on to 5 and 6, which 

gives us more of a challenge as there are even 

more ways to make this number.  

 

In RSHE, we met some puppets. One of them 

behaved very badly, so we worked together to 

help 'Mabel' make better choices and be kinder to 

her friends. This week, we will be thinking about 

our hands and how we can use them in kind ways.  

New School Dinner Menu 

Attached is the new Autumn/Winter 2022 school 

dinner menu (meals @ £2.42 each), which will be 

effective immediately after the half-term break, 

through to Easter. The menu is also available to 

view on our school noticeboard and on the 

website. 

Children in Need: Yellow 

Mufti Day  

This year we invite the 

children to dress in yellow 

(of course Pudsey ears 

and/or spots are welcome!) on Friday 18th 

November with all donations going to Children in 

Need – suggested donation of £1 per pupil at the 

gate. Please note in your diaries! 

PSA Disco – BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 

 

 

 

 



Governors’ 
Corner 

Open Mornings 

A reminder to share our upcoming Open Mornings 

with anyone who may be interested in a place for 

their child in September, 2023. 

These Open Mornings take place next term and 

appointments are filling up quickly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approach half-term, it’s pleasing to be able 

to report a refreshingly normal start to the school 

year. It feels good to see the regular rhythm of 

school life resume and the new intake settling in 

well. There are exciting plans for the year ahead – 

not least the development of a new play area on 

part of the field that can be used all year round. 

We have a lot to look forward to, unexpected 

events permitting!  

    

For governors, our main focus has been on 

recruiting a new headteacher. That work is now 

well underway. We will share any news we can as 

soon as we have it, but in the meantime we are 

working closely with the Local Authority, the 

Diocese and Mrs Marshall to ensure a smooth 

handover.     

   

We are delighted to welcome Gerard Carlton-

Blake onto the Governing Board as a parent 

governor, Jacques Desrosiers (retired clergy) as a 

foundation governor, and Sydney Lazenby (project 

manager with a large UK professional services 

company) as a co-opted governor - all of whom 

bring valuable additional experience to the 

Board.   

  

We wish everyone associated with St Michael’s a 

happy and rewarding year ahead!  

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Oakley 

Enquirers Basecamp: Arlo 

Earhart Class: Dominic 

Brunel Class: Edward 

Last Week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Harry 

Enquirers Basecamp: Hattie  

Earhart Class: Florence 

Brunel Class: Isaac 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

Closing Reflection 

You are the light of the world. 

(Matthew 5:14) 



This week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Caleb 

Enquirers Basecamp: Milo 

Earhart Class: Tristan 

Brunel Class: Gaby 

Last week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Maud 

Enquirers Basecamp: Arthur 

Earhart Class: Mya 

Brunel Class: Natty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week:  

Enquires Basecamp with 100% 

Last week: 

Enquirers Basecamp with 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

(Numbers 6:24) 

 


