
Science English Mathematics

In science this term we will be learning all about Earth and 

Space.  We will learn about the movement of the Earth and 

other planets in our solar system, as well as the Moon.  We 

will consider how the rotation of the Earth causes day and 

night; how the Earth's orbit around the Sun causes seasons; 

and how the Moon's orbit affects us here on the coast with 

tides.  During our planetarium show in Greenwich, we will 

learn all about 'The Universe on our Doorstep' which 

includes the constellations we can see in the night-sky; 

finding Polaris; our solar system and its planets; the 

asteroid belt; extrasolar planets and the Milky Way Galaxy.

This term our main class text will be 'Wonder' by RJ Palacio, 

which follows the main character, space-obsessed Auggie as 

he starts school for the first time having been home-

schooled.  It is a beautifully written book and has been a 

firm favourite with pupils, with a focus on empathy and 

reslience.  We will also be reading 'Space Oddity' by 

Christopher Edge.  We will also be taking part in two online 

author events this term.  In our writing we will be focussing 

on using consistently accurate punctuation in simple and 

compound sentences.

We will continue our focus this terms on the four operations.  

Year 5s will be completing their work on addition and 

subtraction before moving on to mental-working aspects of 

multiplication and division such as identifying multiples and 

factors and multipling and dividing by powers of 10.  Having 

quickly recapped multiples and factors, the Year 6s will move 

on to formal methods for long multiplication and long division, 

as well as applying the rules for the order of operations 

(BIDMAS). Both year groups will then move on to finding 

equivalent fractions.  Please keep practising your times tables 

at home as this knowledge is essential for working with 

fractions.

Humanities Creative Arts

We will be finding out all about the history of space travel, 

including the Space Race between the USA and former 

Soviet Union (USSR).  We will learn about Yuri Gagarin - the 

first man in space - as well as Neil Armstrong - the first man 

on the Moon, not forgetting Valentina Tashkova - the first 

woman in space.  We will also read the story of Katherine 

Johnson, an African-American mathematician whose 

calculations enabled the success of the Apollo missions.

In art we will look at the work of Peter Thorpe and the 

children will use the chalk pastels to create their own space-

themed pictures with an abstract background and space 

feature in the foreground.  In Music we will listen to extracts 

from Gustav Holst's suite, 'The Planets'.  We will discuss the 

imagery the music conjures and the different musical devices 

used by the composer.

PE and Games RE and RSHE Computing

This term Mr. Benn will be teaching the technical skills for 

invasion games on a Tuesday morning.  On a Monday 

afternoon, during the session led by Miss James, the 

children will have the opportunity to apply those skills in a 

game.  Please ensure that PE kits are named and in school 

at all times.

In RSHE we focus on 'Celebrating Differences' as we learn 

about different cultures, racism and how to help others who 

are being bullied.  Our question for RE this term is, 'Why do 

Christians believe that Jesus is the Messiah?' as we look at 

Incarnation prior to the festival celebrating Christ's birth, 

Christmas. 

In our computing unit this term, we will be learning about the 

Mars Rover, which sends data back to Earth from its mission 

on Mars.  We will be learning how to read and calculate 

numbers using binary code.
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