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Head Teacher’s Welcome 

 

Welcome back to the new year, and thank you to everyone for your warm welcome. We’ve had a great start 

to the term with lots of exciting learning going on already. 

In exciting news, we will be having our new play equipment installed next week (16-19 January). As a result, 

there will be contractors on site, and use of the playground will be limited. For next week, please could you 

send your child in with a pair of wellies as we will be using the wildlife area for breaktimes whilst the works 

are underway. Can I also ask, during this horrible weather, that your child has a coat in school with them at 

all times too? Thank you! 

You’ll no doubt have realised that we have had a nasty stomach bug going around school. Just a reminder 

that, if your child has vomited or had diarrhoea, you must keep them home for 48 hours after the last bout 

of sickness. However, if they are generally slightly under the weather, or have a bit of a tummy ache, please 

send them in as usual. We’ll always phone you if they are too unwell to be in school and we think they need 

to be home. 

Have a lovely, bug-free weekend. 

Ani Lawrence 

Head Teacher 

 

Important Dates 

16th Jan – 19th 
Jan 

Active playground works starts 

10th Feb Last day of Term 3 

 

 

  

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship: 
This term, we will be focussing on “respect” as our value, following the completion of the wonderful  artwork which was 

completed last term, reminding us all to treat others as we would like to be treated. We will be looking at how Christians 

and those of other faiths view respect in terms of its importance, and some of the stories which show how we  can 

demonstrate respect for others, ourselves and our environment. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We are really enjoying learning about our new Big 

Question, 'What if we had lived during World War 

Two?'  In English this term we are reading 'When 

The Sky Falls' by Phil Earle.  Set in World War Two, 

Joseph has been sent to the city to live with the 

gruff Mrs. F.  He's shocked to see the impact of the 

war on the city streets, where barely a street 

stands untouched by the destruction wreaked by 

Nazi bombing campaigns.  Joseph appears to  be a 

bit of a troubled soul: his dad has gone off to fight 

in the war, his gran couldn't cope with his 

behaviour and there has been no mention of his 

mum.  We have been reading between the lines of 

the text to infer information about the characters, 

as well as using the amazing descriptions to build a  

picture of what life would have been like for 

ordinary people dealing with the daily hardships of 

life in the early 1940s.  We conducted a vote to 

choose a book for story time at the end of the 

day.  Pipping the next most popular option to the 

post by just one vote, we are reading 'The Lion 

Above the Door' by Onjali Q. Rauf this term.  This 

text also has a focus on World War Two history, in 

particular celebrating the contribution of people 

from all over the British Commonwealth and the 

sacrifices made by them to bring an end to the 

conflict. 

 

In history we have been finding out about the 

events which led to the outbreak of war in Europe 

in 1939.  We have identified the Allies and the Axis 

Powers, working with maps to identify the 

location of these countries across the world and 

learning the names of the leaders in the UK and 

Nazi Germany at the time. 

 

In maths we are focusing on fractions.  There is a 

lot of mathematical vocabulary in this topic which 

we are trying to get a hold on.  The Year 5s have 

been looking at finding equivalent fractions - 

where the fractions will look different but be of 

equal value, with a focus this week on converting 

improper fractions (where the numerator is 

greater than the denominator) to mixed number 

fractions (where a value is made up of a whole 

number and a fraction) and vice versa. 

 

Our RSHE this term is focusing on our ambitions 

and dreams for our future lives.  Mrs. Meyer and 

Miss James were heart-warmed by the genuine 

and loving responses the children gave to finish 

the sentence: "If I won the lottery I would..."  We 

have also discussed possible occupations for the 

future and what steps we may need to take in 

order to make our dreams for our futures a reality. 

 

The children also welcomed Mrs. Wilding to our 

class last Friday.  It was a really positive day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to a wet and windy new 

year.  Firstly, thank you all for you Christmas 

wishes, I sincerely hope you all had an enjoyable 

and restful festive season. 

  

In class we have begun our new big question: Who 

lived in a town like this?  We will be looking at the 

history of Rye, and the surrounding villages, since 

the time of the Norman Conquests.  We will take a 

look at how the geography of Rye has affected its 

fortunes over the years, the role of the town in 

the Cinque Ports and the early days of the British 



Navy and then onto the town in its piratic and 

smuggling days.  We have begun this week  

looking at Rye’s placement in the wider geography 

of the UK, learning about the county we are in and 

the surrounding counties, revisiting where the 

other countries of the United Kingdom are and 

their capitals. 

  

In English we have begun reading our new class 

book, The Ship of Shadows by Maria Kuzniar.  This 

follows the adventures of a young girl, Aleja, in 

Seville, Spain.  We have read the first few chapters 

and have unpicked some of the complex language 

in these, learning the meanings of words such as 

prowling, scholar, leviathan and siren.  We have 

also been focusing our writing on new targets: 

these will help us to practice new technical writing 

skills, such as using a new, to us, form of 

punctuation or grammatical tool, for example, 

using prepositions to show place.  

  

In Maths we have been revising addition and 

subtraction before moving on to multiplication 

and division.  We have been really mastering the 

formal column method for recording these 

operations now that we are dealing with much 

larger numbers. 

  

Finally, we have been really focusing on spelling 

and presentation to ensure that we are both as 

accurate as we can be with the former and a focus 

on the latter makes our work as good as it can be 

to access – so Mrs Churchill can read it without 

the aid of a magnifying glass or decoder!!  

 

For Parents - Game Finder 
 

Finding games for children which are appropriate 

for their age, which work on the devices the 

children use and the children will actually enjoy 

playing can be a minefield, particularly when 

parents are being bombarded with the 'but 

everyone else is playing this game' guilt trip. Game 

Finder is a new (free) service available from 

Taming Gaming which walks parents through 

various aspects, such as how old is your child? 

What devices do they have? What types of games 

do they like to play? And then gives a list of 

recommendations of suitable games. I've used this 

a few times and it is brilliant, you can find Game 

Finder HERE. 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/roblox-a-guide-

for-parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Enquirers, we have just started our new topic 

‘What if we lived in the past?’ and we have been 

looking at ‘The Great Fire of London’. The children 

are finding this very exciting and have done really 

well in remembering key facts and they have 

created a text map including this key information, 

so that we can write about the events of the fire. 

Year 1 will be focusing on their sentence structure 

and using their phonics to help with spelling 

words. Year 2 will be focusing on improving their 

sentences with word choices and experimenting 

with punctuation. 

In maths, we have been looking really carefully at 

numbers and the number system, so that we can 

recognise a number like 10 and link it to things in 

everyday life as well as times tables, clock, even 

numbers etc. The children have shown that they 

are so much more confident with numbers and 

have a real understanding of them. 

We have started to create our own pieces of art 

on The Fire of London. We have had to look really 

carefully at colour mixing to create the perfect fire 

background for us to produce some amazing 

silhouettes to portray some beautiful scenes of 

The Great Fire. 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=37cbf5a99b&e=5122329081
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/roblox-a-guide-for-parents
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/roblox-a-guide-for-parents


 
 

We have started the term with lots of enthusiasm 

for our new big question, 'What if we lived in the 

past?' We have started by learning about The 

Great Fire of London. The children have been so 

interested in the facts and information they are 

learning. Next week, we will be writing some of 

the facts and looking at the sequence of the fire. 

We will also begin to look at the significant figures 

of that time.  

 

This week, we have been revising our last unit of 

phonics to make sure we have the sounds 

embedded. We are making sure that the children 

have lots of time to practise using the sounds in 

their writing. Next week, we will be adding the 

sounds j, w and z. We will follow the usual pattern 

of building and reading words. We have been so 

pleased to see that so many of the children have 

been practising their sounds at home in the purple 

workbooks.  

 

In maths this week, we will be looking at addition. 

We will be learning the correct signs to use and 

how we carry out the calculation of adding 

numbers together. We will use lots of practical 

equipment to help us. We will also begin recording 

our work.  

 

In RSHE, we are thinking about resilience and how 

to persevere and keep going. We are thinking 

about how we have overcome challenges in the 

past and achieved our goal.  

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

This Week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Harry 

Enquirers Basecamp: Arthur 

Earhart Class: Talia 

Brunel Class: Lia 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

This Week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Oakley 

Enquirers Basecamp: Frankie 

Earhart Class: Matylda 

Brunel Class: Ami 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week:  

Earhart Class with 94.2% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

Forget the former things; do not 

dwell on the past. See, I am 

doing a new thing!  

Isaiah 43: 18-19 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


