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Important Dates 

14th Dec Christmas Jumper Day 
Christmas dinner & parties 

15th & 16th Dec Nativity Services @Iden Church 

16th Dec Last day of Term 2 

3rd Jan Inset Day 

4th Jan First day of Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fortnight, we were really lucky to work with 

artist, Alexi Marshall, on our school art 

project.  Last week we worked with her in small 

groups to carve the lino according to the design 

that she had created using all of the children's 

ideas.  This week we printed a small area of the 

lino to take away as a memento of our work with 

her.  We are looking forward to printing our own 

lino designs that we created in preparation for 

working with her, next week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In art we have also been creating our own space 

art using the oil pastels and inspired by the work 

of Peter Thorpe.  These look fantastic hung from 

our washing lines in our classroom. 

 

In topic, we have been learning all about the NASA 

Moon landings from 1969, when Neil Armstrong 

and Edwin 'Buzz' Aldrin became the first men to 

walk on the Moon, ably assisted by Michael Collins 

who was left in the Command Module, Columbia, 

orbiting the Moon.  For our English, we are writing 

recounts in role as one of these men.  Inspired by 

our author talk with Emma Carroll, we are looking 

to create a piece of historical fiction, which will 

include historical facts but allow us to use our 

imaginations about how it would have felt to have 

been the first person to walk on the Moon's 

surface. 

 

In maths, the Year 6s have been consolidating our 

work on long division.  We have also been looking 

at solving multi-step problems that require us to 

use more than one operation to find the correct 

answer.  We have to read the question really 

carefully to establish exactly what it is asking us to 

ensure that we carry out the operations in the 

correct order.  We have also been learning about 

BIDMAS and the order that operations must be 

carried out in order find the correct answer.  The 

Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – Respect 

Collective Worship: 
We end this term with a focus on the ‘reason for the season’ – the story of the Nativity and the birth of Jesus. We reflect 

on our Christian value of Love and the love of the shepherds, the wise men and Mary and Joseph as they welcomed baby 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 



Year 5s have started their work on fractions, 

learning that where the whole is the same size, 

the smaller the denominator in a fraction, then 

the larger the part of the whole the unit fraction is 

worth.  We have been finding equivalent fractions 

and looking at methods for how to do this: to find 

equivalent fractions, we must multiply or divide 

the numerator and denominator by the same 

value.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's been another busy fortnight in Earhart 

Class.  We have been looking more closely at 

Roman life at home in Britain, with a focus on 

Roman housing and the artefacts within them.   

 

We have been taking a close look at objects such 

as Roman nails, oil lamps, sandals and ear spoons - 

yes, that's right, an ear spoon!  After drawing the 

objects using sketching pencils, looking closely at 

the textures and materials used to create the 

objects, we talked about what they might be used 

for.  We discussed the use of iron in the nails and 

how this would be different to the construction 

from earlier ages, before the discovery of 

iron.  We looked at a wax writing tablet and metal 

pen, allowing us to understand how Romans might 

record notes and messages.  Following this, we 

took a closer look at the history of Lullingstone 

Roman Villa, following it from the beginnings as a 

simple timber dwelling through to a much smarter 

villa, that may even have housed the Governor of 

Britannica - all this in preparation for our visit 

when we will get to see the remains of this 

important house for ourselves! 

 

 

In our class text, we have continued to follow 

Camilla on her journey and spent time 

thinking about how she might have felt as she 

entered Rome for the first time. In order to try to 

understand her feelings, we thought about times 

when we were amazed by places; these included 

the London Eye, Legoland and fantastic water 

parks!  We are currently writing letters as though 

we are Camilla to her best friend in Leptis Magna, 

we are trying to describe Rome as Camilla found it 

so that her friend can really imagine what it is like 

to be there. 

 

In maths we have continued with addition and 

subtraction.  We have been recalling our key 

bonds to 10 and utilising them in much bigger 

numbers - those of us with instant recall are much 

quicker to the answers, so learning our bonds to 

10 really has helped!  We are all working on 

formal methods for either addition or subtraction; 

practice is key here so we will keep returning to 

this throughout the year. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Enquirers, we have been continuing with our 

writing on the different layers of the rainforest. 

We really enjoyed learning about all the different 

animals that live in each layer. We have again 

been working extremely hard with our sentence 

structure and focusing on using a capital letter to 

start our sentences as well as a full stop to end 

them. Some of us have been using word banks to 

help with remembering the correct spellings of 

some trickier words. Some of us are now really 

understanding the power of reading through our 

work, to check that it all makes sense. 



In maths we have been adding and subtracting 

ones and tens. This had been quite tricky for some 

of us - although we have been making good use of 

the one hundred squares in class to help with our 

accuracy of counting forwards and backwards. 

We have been extremely busy practising our songs 

for Christmas and the children sound amazing. We 

have also been looking at the Christmas story and 

why it is so important this time of year. 

 
 

We have rounded up our work on our big 

question, 'What if we lived in a rainforest?' We 

have thought carefully about the facts we have 

learned and where the major rainforests are in the 

world. We have also thought about how we need 

to care for our environment to stop some of the 

rainforest animals becoming extinct.  

 

We have been continuing using the added sounds 

during our phonic lessons. The children have 

now been given some keyrings. These contain the 

most commonly used words that they need to 

read on sight. You can practice this at home and 

be creative to help your children learn them.  

 

In RSHE, we have been thinking about how we can 

be a good friend and how to respond when we 

think that somebody is not being kind or nice to 

others. We will be carrying on this theme by 

looking at how we can stand up for ourselves in an 

appropriate way.  

 

Christmas has now descended into our classroom. 

We have our own little nativity scene and a small 

Christmas tree. We have been learning the true 

story of Christmas and used some pictures to 

sequence the story ourselves. Next week, we will 

be looking at Christmas symbols and what they 

mean, The children will be looking at some objects 

and thinking carefully about why we have them at 

Christmas time. Alongside this, we have been 

learning the Christmas songs and preparing for our 

nativity services.  

 

Christmas Post 

A reminder that the final posting 

date for cards is Tuesday 13th 

December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of the year is a time for both reflection 

and new beginnings – and this year more than 

most. The governors have had the pleasure of 

working with Mrs Marshall closely over a number 

of years, and are all incredibly grateful for her 

dedication, her inspiration and her leadership 

throughout her tenure. Mrs Marshall has been a 

fabulous Headteacher. We wish her nothing but 

the best in her new role, and thank her deeply for 

all she has done for our school and the whole St 

Michael’s community.  

  

We are thrilled that Mrs Lawrence has agreed to 

take on the position of Interim Headteacher for 

the rest of the school year. Her experience and 

track record in a number of local primary schools 

made her a very strong candidate and we are 

excited about working with her over the months 

to come. We hope that many of you will have had 

chance to meet her by the time you receive this – 

and that, if not, you will manage to do so soon.  

  

Governors’ 
Corner 



A new chapter awaits us all in 2023. In the 

meantime, we wish parents, carers, children, staff 

and everyone associated with St Michael's a 

wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year. 

 

Thank You & Farwell 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 

Sadly, the time has come to say a formal farewell 

to you all and to thank you for the privilege of 

caring for your children. As I approach my very last 

week as Headteacher at St. Michaels, I feel 

reflective and a little emotional as I write this. 

 

My years at St. Michael's have been truly 

wonderful and have given me the pleasure of 

seeing your children develop and flourish as 

confident, successful young people. I have learnt a 

huge amount during my time here and am very 

proud of the part I have played in making St. 

Michael's the thriving school that it is today. 

 

Thank you for all the support that you have given 

to me over the years. This school enjoys an 

excellent reputation in the local area and I know I 

will be leaving it in the very safe hands of all the 

staff who are the most passionate and committed 

team that I have ever worked with. You are very 

fortunate to have teachers and support staff who 

truly care about each and every individual and 

who all go the extra mile to ensure that their well-

being is paramount and their education of the 

highest quality.  

 

Whilst change is often challenging and we can be 

resistant to it, remember that change itself is 

constant. It allows us to discover new insights, 

embrace new experiences and improve our 

resilience as we become more adaptable. So as 

this chapter closes and another one opens for you 

and for the school, I hope it brings with it new 

beginnings and positive experiences for all. 

 

Thank you for the partnerships that we have built 

over the years, for all the contributions that you 

have made, and for the kindness that you have 

shown me during my time here. I have loved 

working at St. Michael's and will miss the staff and 

pupils hugely! I will be keenly keeping an eye out 

to watch the school grow and develop even more 

in the future. 

 

I will see many of you on the gate next week (and 

at our Nativity services) when I will try to say a 

personal farewell to as many of you as possible. 

Wishing you and your families continued success 

at St. Michael's. 

 

With very best wishes 

Mrs. Marshall 

 

 

Headteacher Award 

Awards for outstanding achievement go to: 

Last Week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Maud 

Enquirers Basecamp: Phoebe 

Earhart Class: Frankie 

Brunel Class: Leo 

 

Good Citizen Award 

Awards for helping others to feel welcome go to: 

Last Week: 

Explorers Basecamp: Freya 

Enquirers Basecamp: Harper 

Earhart Class: Lexi 

Brunel Class: Isaac 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This week:  

Explorers Class with 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas 

break and a very happy and prosperous 

New Year, from all the staff at St. Michael’s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Reflection 

She will bear a Son; and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins. 

(Matthew 1:21) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


